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CHAPTER I 


INTRODUCTION 


CHAPTER I 
SECTION 14 : ON THE PRESENT WORK 


 Achyuta Raya, one of the grand monarchs of the 
Vijayanagara Empire, was the younger half-brother and 
successor of Krishnadeva Raya, an illustrious mler of 
the Vijayanaeara Empire. It is unfortunate that Achyuta 
Raya who came upon the stage of history after Krishnadeva 
Raya of the Tuluva dynasty and before Rama Raya of the 
Aravidu dynasty, has not been ascribed the right place 
in Indian History. Hencs, there is certainly the need 
for a systematic and comprehensive research work which 
does justice to the eventful life of Achyuta Raya and his 
manifold achievements. The proposed work is an attempt 


on such lines of thought, 


In this connection, mention may be made of 
N. Venkata Ramanayya's monograph entitled Studies in the 
History of The Third Dynasty of Vijayanagare, published 


by the University of Madras in 1935, which deals with 
the reign of Achyuta Raya and the conditions of the 
Vi jayanagara Empire in the sixteenth century. 


A few other works that touch upon Achyuta Raya's 
reign are Robert Sewell's A Forgotten Emire - Vijayanagar 
published in 1900 and Father Heras’ The Aravidu ast 
of Vijayanasara, released in 1927, After.the publication 
of these works a huge mees of inscriptional material has 
come to light. This enables one to take a fresh look 
at the events of the reim of Achyuta Raya, and check up 
the views expressed by eminent pioneer scholars in the 


field, 


This work is planned mainly to explain ina 
wider context the momentous life and the remarkable 
personality of Achyuta Raya. A careful analysis of the 
conditions of the Vijayanagara Empire immediately after 
the demise of Krishnadeva Raya, which serveas a 
background to the present study, is made here, With 
the help of the new source material the present inquiry 
is aimed at shedding considerable light on Achyuta Raya's 
birth, education, early career, chief Queens, accession, 
coronation, military campaigns, relations with Aliya Rama 
Raya ad pelioy towards the Portuguese, Also his role in 
the foundation of the Nayakship of Madura, subject to 
the suzerainty of the Vijayanagara Empire, his liberal 
religious attitude, his extensive building activity, his 


generous patronage of art and literature, and his measures 


adopted to improve the econony of the Empire, followed 

by a concise account of his personality and conclusions 

as a whole have been examined. A chronology of the main 
events of Achyuta Raya's reign is added to this Thesis 

as an Appendix. In addition, a few photographs, illustrating 
some of the events of Achyuta Raya's reign have been 


included, 


A study in depth of Art and Architecture has not 
been undertaken as the purpose of the Thesis is to portray 
the character and achievements of Achyuta Raya lest it 
should cause a diversion in the present study, Further, 
a account of the administrative system has been excluded 
as there are standard works of T,Y., Mahalingam and 
AV. Venkata Ratnam on the subject; and no new material 
as to alter the conclusions arrived at by these scholars 
has come to light. Similarly a study of the economic 
conditions of the period under review has been omitted 


as N. Venkata Ramanayya's work s%i11 holds the field, 


SECTION 2 : A SURVEY OF THE SOURCES 


The sources of information for the history of 
the period 1529 - 1542 AD, are varied and numerous. 
Iney are both archaeological and literary, These 
sources can further be classified under seven categories, 


viz 


1. Archaeological: 


1, Inscriptions 
2. Coins 


ತ Monuments , 
f 


IT. Literary: R 
4, Contemporary literary-works 
5, Accounts of Foreign Iravellers 
6. Chronicles, Historical Works 
and Commentaries 


7, Local Records (Kaifiyats)., 


1, Archaeological Sources: 
1. Inscriptions 
pe » 
Inscriptions form the most important and 


authentic sources for the study of not only political 
history, but also religious, social and cultural aspects 


including language, literature and art, However, it 
must be admitted at the very outset, that these 
epigraphs have their owm limitations, as their original 
purpose was quite different from that of furnishing 
historical data. They were primarily gift-deeds, 
commemorating religious transactions, by registering 
grants of land or money to temples or of agraharas to 
Brahmanas, or construction of temples, or installation 
of deities made by rulers, their officers or private 
individuals, The composers of these records often 
introduced the ruling monarch with his birudas, his 
family genealogy, his ministers while narrating their 
virtuous deeds and thus furnished the chronology of 
events couched in a high degree of literary skill and 
merit, A large number of hero=stones with legends and 


figures commemorating acts of martyrdom have been noticed, 


Inscriptions may further be classified into two 
categories: (a) Lithic records or stone inscriptions, and 
(b) Copper-Plate records, Of these, the lithic records 
are larger in number and they cover a wide range of events. 
They pertain mostly to events of public importance - like 
King's accession, coronation, pilgrimages, military 
expeditions, danas or donations, construction of temples, 


mathas and other monuments and public works, It is indeed 


fortunate, to have access to a large number of 


inscriptions belonging to the reign of Achyuta Raya. 


A few instances may be cited here to explain 
further. An inscription dated Saka 1454, Nandana, Sravena 
ba. 10, Saturday, Rohini, corresponding to Saturday July 
27, 1532 AD. from KalahastiSvara Temple at Kalahasti 
states that King Achyuta Raya was installed on the throne 
in the year Virodhin, Kartika ba.5 corresponding to 
Thursday, October 21, 1529 AD.. in the presence of God 
Kalahastiévara dt Kalahasti 


Another inscription from Tirupati refers to his 


f 
building activity, dated in Sakg 1460, with the equivalent 


January 8, 1539 AD, It records that Emperor Achyuta Raya 
Maharaya erected the temple for the god Sri Achyuta Perumal 
in Tirupati. 


Yet another lithic record speaks of his economic 
policy. Dated in 1534 AD,, from Holalkere Taluk, it 
states that Vira Pratapa Achyutadeva Raya Maharaya 
remitted marriage tax for all castes and also the tax 


on marriage pandas. 


(b) Copper-Plate Records 

In utility and service, the Copper-Plate 
Records are akin to that of lithic records but their 
number is limited, They comprise mostly donative 
charters like title deeds given to institutions or 
private individuals. These copper-plates are mostly 
in private custody. They normally bear the seal with 
the name of the King and the emblem of the dynasty to 
which he belonged. In the case of Vijayanagara Kings, 
they adopted the Sign-manual of their tutelary deity, 
Sri Virupaksha, which was invariably engraved in Kannada 


script, at the end of the Copper-Plate grants. 


Following are the details of a couple of Copper- 
plate grants relevant to the study. The Unamajeri Copper- 


4 
Plate grant of Achyuta Raya, dated Saka 1462 (expired) 


Sarvari, the twelfth of the bright half of Karttika, 
corresponding to October 12, 1540 AD., records that the 
King granted the village of Uhinai or iohytarayendrapuran 
in the Senkalanirpattu-sima of the Kumli-nagu in 
Randaylranahavelpatto of Amur-Kottam in Padaividu-rajya 

in Jayankondacholamandalam, at the request of his minister, 


Virupaksha naik to a number of Brahmanas (names given). * 


£ 


This grant not only throws light on the 
religious deed, but also mentions his minister, the 


province and the date, on which the event took place, 


The Kadaladi Copper-Plate grant of Achyuta 
Raya dated Saka 1451, Virodhi, Makara, ba. 13, Tuesday 
corresponding to December 28, 1529 AD. records the grant 
of 3 villages, Viz, Kadaladi, Kurnaturu and Mambakam. 
It distinctly asserts that Achyuta Raya was the younger 
half-brother of Krishnadeva Raya and that the former 
succeeded him after the natural death of the latter.? 


Thus, the testimony provided in some of the 
Copper-Plate grants is definitely valuable. 


2, Coins 


I Coins render valuable help in corroborating and 
supplementing other sources of histopy. They are 
particularly useful in gauging the economic conditions 
of the Empire, They bear testimony to the religious 
beliefs of the rulers who issued then, A large number 
of coins in go1d, silver and copper belonging to Achyuta 


Raya have been unearthed, 


10 


Dewan Bahadur T, Desika Chariar observes 
thus: "The sexence of numismatics treats of coins and 
medals and its speaial utility consists in the light 
shed by these monuments of a past and forgotten 
civilisation on the history, chronology, religion ad 
art of the times in which they were i58uedಿ "5 


RS. Panchmukhi makes the following statement: 
“The Hindu culture which had been swept away by the 
ever-growing influence of the Muhamadans, having been 
revived under the Kings of Vijayanagara emire, their 
royal emblems naturally comprised the outstanding gods 
of the Hindu Pantheon, viz,, the Boar-avatara of Vishnu, 
Hanuman, Garuda and Siva-Parvati., In course of times, 
they multiplied themselves numerously according to the 
King's proclivities towards Saiva or Vaishnava religion. 
But the principal family insignia continued to be the 
Boar and the tutelary deity Siva-Parvati or Virupaksha 
of Hampi, as can be gathered from the seals of Copper- 


Plate grants and the numismatic hoards of the period"? 


With Achyuta Raya, comes into prominence the 
use of the device gandabherunda - a mythical double-headed 
eagle bearing elephants in its beaks and its claws, 


sometimes a boar on the obverse of both go1d and copper 
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coins. The other coins bear the images of Venkatesa, 


Durga, Siva and Parvati. 


The g014 coins of Achyuta Raya were of two 
types, according to Sir Walter Elliot - one wth a two- 
headed insessorial bird advancing to the left and the 
other exactly resembling the spread eagle of the Russian 
and Austrian arms on the obverse, each beak and claw 
holding elephants. On the reverse is the Nagari legend 
reading, ‘Sri Pratapa Achyuta Raya’, Each coin weighs 
26.4 grains. 


There appears to have been yet another go1d coin 
of Achyuta Raya, a half-Pagoda. On the obverse is show 
Vishnu seated with the discus and the conch. On some 
8pecimnens, the sitting figure looks like a female and 


. might be Lakshmi. 


Further, some of the gold coins of Achyuta Raya 
have a seated image of Krishna on the obverse and the 
legend ‘Sri Pratapapachyuta Raya' in Nagari on the 


reverse, 30 


I% is said that Achyuta Raya's coin chakra- 
gadyana, with the symbol of Chakram impressed on it could 
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be the same as the chakra-varaha. occurring in the Nellore 
inscriptions, which is equated with Kuruke-Varaha equivalent 
to ls. 4, Further, an epigraph of Achyuta Raya mentions 

a coin called Chinna whose value is uncertain, However, 

‘in the Nellore Inscriptions it is stated that Chinnam is 
both a coin and a weight, the former being &th of the 


Pagoda or 7 ands. 11 


Some of the coins belonging to Achyuta Raya, are 
being kept in the District Treasury at Mysore. 


3, Monunents 


The silent monuments enable the historian to 
measure not only the architectural attainments and 
spectacular advance of the engineering skill, but also 
give an insight into the social and religious life of the 
people. The extensive ruins at Hampi, Chandragiri, etc, 
which are the mute witnesses for the present study, are 
significant as illustrating one of the most-sumptuous 
phases of South Indian architecture, They are certainly 
richer in authenticity than dramatic literary compositions 


or descriptive epigraphical evidences, 


"The Hampi ruins are an epitome of Vijayanagara. 


the empire in certain aspects like its extent, 
civilisation, military organisation, prosperity, 
religious faiths, economic conditions, Social-life 
and creative art, These dumb relics proclaim in an 
inaudible, yet ringing voice the grandeur that was 


Vijayamagara. 


The monuments are particularly unique in their 
use, for reconstructing the religious and cultural 
history of the period, The contri bution of Achyuta Raya 
in this regard was in no small measure, The construction 
of Achyuta Raya Swami temple at Hampi, Pattabhirama 
temple at Kamalapur, Rani Mahal at Chandragirm, 
Sandhyavandana-mandapams and granite steps at Kapila- 
tirtham and Achyutaraya Perumal temple, with an agraharsg 
of 120 houses around it in Tirupati are some of the 
instances to bear testimony to the building activity of 
Achyuta Raya, of which there are still traces, though 
very much in ruins, They are being illustrated at the 


end of this Thesis, 


9) ಸ 
AAW > 


14 


IT: Literary Sourees: 


4, Contemporary Literary Works 


Next to inscriptions, literary works dealing 
either with historical themes or containing allusions. 
to specific historical events deserve consideration as 
useful sources, However, to utilise this material 
cautious approach and careful sorutiny has to be made, 
for unlike the inscriptions, the historical fragments 
embedded in such works are many a time coloured with 


poetic fancy and exaggeration. "13 


Contemporary literary works throw considerable 
light on the political and social history of the period, 
The most important being Rajanatha Dindima's 
Achyutarayabhyudayam and Bhasavata Champu, Oduva 
Tirumalamba's Yaradambika: arinayan, Radhamadhava 


Chintalapudi Yellayarya's Tgrakahbrahmarajiyam. 


Rajanatha Dindima'a Achyutarayabhyudayam is 
interesting and useful in many ways. Its author 
belonged to a line of distinguished scholars and poets, 
who had enjoyed royal patronage since a long time. 
Further, this historical Kavya describes the early life, 


career and achievements of the Emperor Achyuta Raya 


15 


in its twelve cantos, Its value as an historical 
document is unique, for, almost all the transactions 
recorded in the work, are corroborated either by other 
literary works or epigraphs. Rajanatha’'s statements 
Stand on a higher level of accuracy than the recorded 
testimony of foreign travellers in their accounts. A 
oritical study of the Kavya reveals that the events 
stated therein, are not only genuine but absolutely 
trustworthy and dependable, The remarkable corroboration 
between these historical events and the inscriptions of 
Achyuta Raya greatly enhances the value of the work. The 
Kavya may be regarded as a genuine and valuable 
contemporary document of Achyuta Raya's reign, although 
the historical events are garbed in poetic style. The 
ending of the poem, with the triumphant entry of Achyuta 
Raya into the capital after his magnificent victory over 
the Bijapur Sultan, which took place in 1534-35 A.D. makes 
it reasonable to indicate 1536 to 1542 AD, as the date 
for the composition of the Achyutarayabhyudayam. Because, 
an auspicious event of the nature of such a triumphant 
entry can be the most appropriate occasion for a 
commemorative poem as poets cannot afford to get their 


afflatus go cold, 


set 
Father ಔಂ7೩9)/೦೦೧83.ರ679 Achyutarayabhyudayam to 


ve a Tamil Poen. Obviously he does not seem to have 


had access to this remarkable historical Sanskrit Kavya. 


Bhagavatachampu, yet mother kavya of Rajanatha 
Dindima, is dedicated to his patron, Achyuta Raya, whose 
family genealogy is described in the introduction. It 
explicitly proclaims that Achyuta Raya was a great King, 
who made extensive conquests and performed all the 


4 
sixteen gifts prescribed in the Sastras, 


It is said that Achyuta Raya, one day called 
Rajanatha, son of Sonagirinathe to his presence and 
directed him to compose a poem embodying the story of 
Vishnu, upon which, Bhazavetachampu was composed by this 


remarkable poet. 15 


Varadanbika arinayam, the Sanskrit Champu (work 
written partly in prose and partly in poetry) of Oduva 
Tirumalamba, is dedicated to the marriage of Achyuta Raya 
with the Salaka Princess, Varadambika, as the title 
indicates, It gives much accurate infomation about 
the main events of Achyuta Raya's reiim. It opens with 
the description of Achyuta Raya's predecessors, then 


17 


recounts his exploits and his marriage with Varadamba 
and ends with the coronation of Chinna Venkatadri, 
their son, as Yuvg-raja. 


The eminent scholar, SK. Aiyangar in his 
gources of the Vijayanagara History has stated that “the 
Sanskrit work called Varadambika axinayan, compiled in 
honour of Achyuta Raya's marriage with Varadamba or 
Varadambika, seems the earliest composed among the works 
dedicated to Achyuta Raya as it stops short soon after 
the birth of his son, whereas the Achyuta-rayabhyudayam 
begins with his coronation, when that son was anointed in 
the Yuva-Rajya (heir-apparentey) at the same time. "16 


And the same illustrious author in the very 
same book, at a different place, states while discussing 
the utility of Tirunalamba's Yaradambikaparinayam asa 
source, that ",,, when Achyuta and his wife had lived 
happily for a considerable time, they had a son by the 
favour of god of Venkatadri (Tirupati). The child was 
consequently named Chinna Venkatadri. Observing with 
satisfaction the character and achievements of the Prince, 
Achyuta had him installed as Yuvaraja. (Heir-apparent). 
After this the authoress prays to the god Venkatesa, to 
preserve her patron Achyuta, his queen Varadamba and the 


Prince Venkatadri. "!” 
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Though i% can be said that Yaradambikaparinayanm 
was the earliest composed among the works dedicated to 
Achyuta Raya, yet, a careful study indicates that it 
does not stop soon after the bixth of a son, but it 
also narrates the Investiture Ceremony of the Prince 
VYenkatadri as Yuvaraja, at the time of the coronation of 
Achyuta Raya at Vijayanagara, There is ample epigravhical 


‘evidence to confirm this statement. 


Radhanadhava Chintalapudi Yellayarya, the author 
of Tarakhabrahmarajiyam in Telugu, was the writer of 
military accounts of Achyuta Raya and in that capacity 
he composed the above work, giving an account of Achyuta 
Raya's military achievements and dedicated it to Nanja 


Timmarasu, one of the subordinates of the King. 


Besides the works mentioned above, Several 
others dealing either directly with the subject or 
otherwise, have been referred to and have been pressed 

‘into service to yield information, bearing upon the 
topic on hand. 


5. Accounts of Foreign Travellers 


Mention may be made of the following foreigners, 


whose accounts have proved useful: 
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(a) Duarte Barbosa: The Book of Duarte Barbosa 
(2 volumes) 


Ir, by Dames Mansel Longworth. 


(b) Gaspar Correa: Lendas da India 
Three Voyages of Vasco da Gama. 
Tr, by Lord EJ. Stanley, 

(c) F.L.de Castanheda: de Historia do Descrobrimento e 


Conguistg da India, 
Tr, by N. Litchfiela, 


(a) As the title indicates, Barbosa, a Portuguese 
Official, was the author of the book ~- The Book 


of Duarte Barbosa, who was in the service of the Portuguese 


Govemment in India from about 1500 A.D. ti11 about 1516 

or 1517 AD, It is one of the earliest records made by 

the Portuguese within a few years of their entry into 

India. The value of Barbosa's work is mainly geographical 
and ethnographical. Some of his historical references are 
of considerable importance. His accounts often corroborated 
by other evidences, show great powers of observation such 

as the gati, the hook ~- swinging ceremony, ete, It 3s 
believed that Nuniz borrowed these facts from Barbosa. 

As a keen observer, his book is said to be a faithful 


record of what he had seen during his visit to Vjayanagara 
D,18 


about 1510 A, 
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(B) Gaspar Correa, in the capacity of a secretary 

to Albuquerque was closely acquainted with 
India His account of the events is considered to be 
dependable, as it was the outcome of his keen observation. 
His narration dealing with the political situation in 
Vi jayanagara, soon after the demise of Achyuta Raya is 
trustworthy, as it is corroborated by inscriptions and 


other literary works, 


(e) Castanheda was in India during 1528 - 38 AD. 
and his work Conguista da India, was an accout 
of his personal observations. The work is reported to 


be fairly trustworthy. 


6, Chronicles, Historical Works 


nd Commentaries 


To this category belongs three types of works 
that of the Portuguese, the Muslim and the Indian works, 


Among the Portuguese, De Barros, a historian 
is of utmost importance. Though De Barros had never 
lived in India, yet he is believed to have collected the 
data from either the residents or from visitors to India 
and his work Decadas has been recogmised as a classical 


authority, not only for the accurate information 1% 
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provides, but also as a fine example of literary style. 
His account of Achyuta Raya's invasion of Bijapur 
territory in 1534 - 35 AD, closely resembles that of 
Rajanatha's account in Achyutareyabhyudayan which is also 
confirmed by epigraphs at certain points, Paes and 
Nuniz are reported to have compiled their accounts at the 
instance of De Barros and the first three of the four 
Decadas of his work were published between 1552 and 


1563 A.D, 


The Narrative of Domingo Paes and the Chronicle 
of Fema3o Nuniz, translated by Sewell also furnish 
important details regarding Vijayanagara history. While 
Paes is reported to have visited Vijayanagara, during 
Kri shnadeva Raya's reig, Nuniz was present in the 
following reigm, i.e., of Achyuta Raya. Though Nuniz 
was a contemporary of Achyuta Raya and was in fact living 
at Vijayanagara, in conection with his horse-trade, his 
account, however, is utterly confused at certain places, 
ad no reliance can be placed upon the details, unless 
they are corroborated by other reliable inscriptional or 
literary sources, Unfortunately, pioneer scholars in 
the field, have heavily relied upon his testimony and thus 
raised him from the position of a fhorse-dealer' to that 


ವಿಪಿ 


of a historian and in the bargain, passed a harsh 
judgement upon the character of Achyuta Raya, which 

he certainly does not deserve, as show in the following 
chapters. Achyuta Raya was indeed a monarch with 
praiseworthy characteristics, who steered the Vijayanagara 
Kingdom safely, amidst troubles and maintained the 
supremacy of the Hindu Empire in the South till his 

death in 1542 A.D, 


In this connection citing an example of wrong 
observation in the Chronicle of Nuniz may not be out of 
place. Nuniz affirms that the Vijayanagara King was a 
Brahmana. "The King of Bisnaga is a Brahman. ಎ 

It is obvious, that this is an incredible 
assertion of Nuniz, He says something definitely, that 
which is totally wrong. If this is the case with an eye- 
witness, who is said to have recorded from personal 
observation, then how much faith can one have in 
accepting the details he gives? This is only one of the 
few inaccurate statements in the account of Nuniz, which 


depreciate very badly the value of his work, 


However, in the opinion of N. Venkata Ramanayya, 
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Nuniz's account is thoroughly trustworthy and accurate, 
He even goes to the extent of saying that "it 1s 
fashionable with a certain class of writers to belittle 
the value of his evidence. *”? 


Perhaps, Venkata Ramanayya is violating one of 
the canfons of modern historical writing, by merely 
depending upon the face-value of the details provided 
by Nuniz, on the strength of his presence in Vijayanagara, 
during Achyuta Raya's reign. It has already been stated 
that Nuniz was no historia and his purpose was not to 
record the accurate historical data, In the capacity of 
; a horse-dealer, which explains his presence in Vijayanagara, 
he has done his best, which moder historians must process 
through the channel of historical criticism, and should 
accept only those details which are corroborated by 
other available reliable sources. Thus, he being an 
eye-witness alone does not help history, if his intention 
was not to provide historical data in absolute accuracy, 
Whether it is fashionable or not, a true historian must 
only comb the facts from the concemed document and 
should not accept it as the supreme authority upon the 
subject, Therefore, a cautious approach is essential 


to derive only the facts from Nuniz's chronicle, 


The commentaries of Afonso Dalboquergque, in 
four volumes, translated by the Hakluyt Society, 
furnish details concerning the preceding period of 
Achyuta Raya's reign and thus help in understanding, 
the following events, in relation to the Portuguese 
and the Muslim Powers of the Deccan. They also 
portray the socio-economic and religious conditions 
of the early sixteenth century. 

Some of the Persian works of Muslin historians 
have been translated into English, which have a great bearing 
upon the Vijayanagara period. They are Muhammad Kasim 
Ferishta, whose work Tarikhe Ferishta, translated by 
Briggs; Syed Ali bin Aziz - Ullah Tabataba, the author 
of Burhani-Masir; Raffi-ud-Din Shirazi, the author of 
Tyzaful-ul=Muluk and the anonymous historian of the Qutb 
Shahi Sultans of Golkonda, The accounts of these Muslim 
historians are often misleading for the present period, 
Feriehta does not mention Achyuta Raya at all. Further, 
he suppresses Achyuta Raya's victory over the Bijapur 
Sutan. He clearly manifests his bias in favour of the 
Adil Shahi rulers. Accidental references to Vijayamagara 
made by these Muslim historians should be examined with 
much more caution, as their testimony is untrustworthy 


quite often. They miserably lack epigraphical confi mation, 


Specially those events relating to this period 

1529 - 42 AD. These erroneous statements must be 
attributed to either their bias or ignorance and 
consequently they do not help the historian of this 
period much, 


pS Kos [4 _ 
The Pandyarajacharithra, the Balijavamsapuranam 


and references made to by G, Sreeramamurthy in Kavijyeevi- 
thamlu (Biographies of the Telugu Poets) in Telgu 

afford many important details concerning Achyuta Raya's 
reign. Besides, Vijayavilasam by Chemakura Venkata Kavi 
amd Sahityaratnakara by Yajnanarayena Dikshita make 
references to some of the important events of Achyuta Raya's 
reig. Further, Venkayya's Naravati Vijayam or Ramarajiyam 
in Telugu and Kongudesarajakkel and Maduraittalavaral &ru 


in Tamil make accidental references to the period, 


7. Local Records 


Local Records often contribute accurate historical 
infomation, provided, they are corroborated by other 
reliable sources, They are normally written down by the 
local officials. Sometimes, local records may highlight 


Some events in such a convincing way, not found elsewhere. 


Ine Kaifiyat of Karmataka Kotikem Kings, for instance, 
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asserts that Achyuta Raya crowned Viswanatha Nayaka, 
as the chief of Pandya Kingdom, in return for his 


2ರ pis 


meritorious services rendered to the state, 
finds support in the corresponding reliable sources, 

which is amazing. The Local Records cover a vast range 

of events and provide information on a variety of topics, 
The Kaifiyat of Landikona refers to the police arrangements 
made in the tine of Achyute Raya. The Kaifiyat of 
Mutyalapadu narrates the events connected with the Gutti 
Campaign of Achyuta Raya and how he reduced to subjection 
the rebel Timma Nayaka or Timma Nayadu. ? Thus, the 


local records are helpful in supplementing and corroborating 


infomation derived from other sources, 


It is from a patient and careful examination of 
these numerous sources of information, a systematic and 
a comprehensive study of the reign of Achyuta Raya has 
been undertaken and reconstructed here, Apart from the 
works mentioned above, many others have been referred to 
in some connection or the other, to provide a still 
better perspective of Achyuta Raya's reign - one of the 
glorious periods in the Vijayanagara history. 
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SECTION 3 : A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 
TULUVA DYNASTY 


Upon his accession to the throne of Vijayanagara, 
Achyuta Raya inherited an extensive empire, along with 
its traditional enemies, namely, the Sultan Adil Shah 
of Bijapur and the Gajapati King of Orissa and a host 
of internal problems, In order to perceive the magnitude 
and multitudinousness of his achievements, a brief study 
of the eazly history of the Tuluva dynasty 1s essential, 
The following account is an attempt to present a concise 


historical background to Achyuta Raya's reign. 


[§ 


Narasa Nayaka 


Towards the very end of the fifteenth century A.D. 
and t111 the middle of the sixteenth century A.D,, 
Vijayanagara Empire came to be ruled by the Third 
dynasty, namely the Tuluva, which claimed its descent 
from the Yadava lineage, The earliest known member 
of this family was lsvara Nayaka, whose son Narasa 
Nayaka, was the most trusted officer of the previous 
ruler, Saluva Narasimha, of the Saluva dynasty. He was 
left in charge of the two minor sons of Saluva Narasimha 
at the time of his death. Thus, Narasa Nayaka became 


the Regent, for the last two scions of the Saluva 
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dynasty \that ruled the Vijayanagara Empire after the 
Sangama aymasty. D 


Narasa Nayaka had three wives, namely, 
Tippambika, Nagambika and Obamambika. Tippambika gave 
birth to Vira Narasimha; Naganbika was the mother of 
Krishnadeva Raya; and Obamambika had two Sons, namely 
Achyuvs Lays and Rgnga Raya, The interval between 
Narasa Nayaka's assumption of power and Achyuta Raya's 
accession to the throne is roughly thirtyeight years. 
(1491-1529). It is quite likely that Achyuta Raya was 
an young boy during the Regency of his father Narasa 
Nayaka. And the formative years EA Raya's life 
covered a span of the reigns of his father Narasa Nayaka 
and his two elder half-brothers, Vira Narasimha and 


Krishnadeva Raya. 


Narasa Nayaka was an ambitious ruler and 
possessed the matching prowess. He successfully reduced 
the last of the Saluva rulers to the position of a 
nominal king and firmly established himself, as the 
all-powerful Regent. Placed at the helm of affairs, 
Narasa proceeded to bring to subjection the southern 
feudatory chiefs. He is said to have bridged the river 


Kaveri near Srirangapattanam and brought to discipline 
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the recalcitrant Unmattur Chief of the place. He also 
subdued the chiefs of Chera, Chola, Madura and Pandya 
territories, He successfully stemmed the tide of the 
Gayapati, Prataparudra's advance. Taking advantage 

of the severe internal dissensions between the Muslim 
chiefs, Narasa Nayaka annexed the Raichur and Mudgal 
territomes. By doing so, Narasa enhanced the prestige 


and status of the Hindu Empire. 
Narasa Nayaka died on December 13, 1503 A.D, 
and his official position was taken up by his first son 


Vira Narasimha. 


Vira Narasimha 


Upon his father's death, Vira Narasimha became 
the Regent of Immadi Narasimha and the de facto ruler 
of Vijayanagara. Shortly, he brought about the death 
of his ward and master Immadi Narasimha by a foul play 
in 1505 AD, With this, came to an end the rule of the 
Saluva dynasty, after a brief period of two decades. 
Vira Narasimha thus became the founder and first ruler 
of the Tuluva dynasty, with his usurpation of the 
Vijayanagara throne in 1505 A.D, 
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Vira Narasimha had to face the opposition 
of several feudatory chiefs like Umattur, Barakur, 
Mangalore, etc. He subjugated Tulu-nadu and brought 
the western coastal tract under the imperial control. 
He is credited with considerable diplomatic skill in his 
dealings with the Portuguese, with whose help he tried 
to strengthen his cavalry and improve the training and 


efficiency of his forees. 


Several inscriptions register his munificent 
gifts to the temples at Chidambaram, Tirupati, 
Kalahasti, Kanchi, Srisaila, Tiruvannamalai, Ahobala, 
Sangama, Srirangan, Kumbakona, Gokarma, Ramasetu and 
many other holy places, 

It was generally believed that Vira Narasimha 
died in 1509 AD. But latest researches indicate that 
he was alive ti11 1512 AD. The administration of the 
Empire ನರ; however, carried on by his younger 


half-brother, Krishnadeva Raya from 1509 A.D, onwards. 


Krishnadeva Raya 


Though Krishnadeva Raya was associated with 
the Empire's administration from 1509, yet his actual 
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coronation took place in March, 1513 AD,, after the 
death of Vira Narasimha. The relations between the 
two Paces Vira Narasimha and Krishnadeva Raya 
appear to have been cordial and the co-=regency of 
Krishnadeva Raya, in the last years of Vira Narasimha 


was thus possible. 


Krishnadeva Raya, a dynamic ruler JE Wid yaaame, 
took several measures to consolidate the power and 
integrity of the Empire, He successfully waged wars 
against the traditional foes of the Empire and put dow 
the webellions of the feudatory chiefs of Ummattur, He 
maintained cordial relations with the Portuguese in 
order to import horses, which became a necessity, in 
view of his extensive nilitary campaigns and as the 
Portuguese had monopolised the horse-trade., He 
successfully retrieved the much-contended Raichur 
Doab from the Ad11 Shah of Bijapur. He 1ed extensive 
military expeditions against the Gajapati King of Orissa 
and obtained Kondavidu, Kondapalli, Pottnuru, Udayagiri, 
kpndukuru, Tinukonda, Nagarajunakonda, Mnentagiri, 
Urlakonda, Aruvapalli, Jallipalli, Kandikonda, 

Kappaluvayi, Nallakonda, Kambhamettu, Kanakagiri, 
Shankaragiri, Ketavaram, Rajahmundry, Simhachalam, Vijayawada, 


etc. Large parts of Nalgonda and Warangal districts were 
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also captured. Gulbarga was conquered and he intervened 
in the affairs of the Bahamani Sultanate but treated 
them wth generosity by restoring the throne to the 
Bahmani Sultan. To mark this achievement, he assumed 
the significant title Yavenarajyasthapanacharya. Thus, 
he was not only a g00d warrior, but also a wise 
statesmam and a skilled diplomat. The characteristic 
quality of Kr.shnadeva Raya was his great prowess with 
which he subdued his enemies and the heights to which 


his fame rose. 


The twenty years of his reign mark a memorable 
phase in the history of Vijayanagara. Most of his time 
was devoted to the extensive military campaigns, but 
he also wrought the consolidation of the Empire. His 
military expeditions waged against the traditional 
enemies of the Emire, though vanquished temporarily, 
posed a threat in the following reign when they tried 
to retrieve their lost territories. Thus, Krishnadeva 
Raya unintentionally bequeathed the neighbours' fury 
and antagonism to Achyuta Raya which, the latter had to 
combat early in his reign. Also Kr1shnadeva Raya's 
military campaigns manifested their repercussions in 
the succeeding period, which almost threatened the 
solidarity of the Empire. Thus, by infuriating his 


enemies, through his successful military expeditions, 
Krishnadeva Raya made things worse for his successor, 

though he was not aware of this fact, at that tine, 

A hostile atmosphere was created in the neighbourhood 

of Vijayenagara, as a result of his extensive 

aggressive policy. Perhaps, much funds were also 

utilised, from the Royal Treasury, to finance his 

campaigns. And Achyuta Raya, consequently found 

himself combating these adverse effects of his predecessor's 


policy, upon his accession to the throne. 


Krishnadeva Raya, due to his ill-health 
accepted the co-regency of his surviving younger half- 
brother, Achyuta Raya in 1526 A.D., whom he later 
nominated as his successor, before his death in the 


* 
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middle of the year May-0ctober 1529 A.D 


* This brief account of the political history 
of the Tuluva dynasty is draw from standard works, 


CHAPTER II 


" ACHYUTA RAYA'S EARLY LIFE AND CAREER 
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Chapter II 


SECTION 1 ; ACHYUTARAYA'S BIRTH AND EDUCATION 


40) Epigraphs and contemporary literary works speak 
of the, birth of King Achyuta Raya. Tirumalamba'’s 
Varadambika Parinayam describes the marriage of Narasa 
Nayaka with Obamambika, who ಭಾಷ the daughter of Rachiraya , 


born in the solar race and his wife Sriramenbika. 


Rajanatha Dindima’s Achyutarayabhyudayam 
describes in Canto II, the period of Obamambika's 
pregnancy and her longings. He also describes the 
sacraments that Narasa Nayaka performed (pumsavan) during 
this period. It is said that just as Devaki who gave 
birth to Lord Krishna, Ubamambika bone Achyuta Raya. 

The poet further portrays the joy and felicity in the 
Empire, caused by the birth of this Prince. In great 
Jubilation, Narasa Nayaka performed several other 
sacraments (jatakarma). The young Prince was christened 
as Achyuta in particular because he was the very 
incarnation of Lord Vishnu, who is also known as 
Achyuta and it was expected that this Prince would never 


deflect from the righteous path.” 


ತ8 


Achyuta Raya's birth was celebrated with due 
ceremony as can be understood from epigraphs. A lithic 
record from Sri Venkateshwara Temple, Tirupati, dated 
Sara 1456 , Jaya with other details corresponding to 
August 25, 1534 A.D, states that Siru Timmayyar, son of 
Bhandaram Apparasar provided ior the Pulugu - Ksppu ~- 
mural of Sri Venkatesa on the 13 days of the Mrigasirsham 
star, being the birth star of King Achyuta Raya as well 
as mn the 53 Fridays occurring in the year? 


However, the exact date of his birth has not 
been mentioned anywhere, other than the star under which 
he was born. But during the period of this Mrigasirsha 
star, several religious ceremonies were performed for 


the religious merit of Achyuta Raya, 


Achyjerayabhyudayon gives an admirable picture 
of Achyuta Raya's childhood. The Poet has fancied and 
said in Canto II Verse 42, that as Achyuta Raya crawled 
on the ground, a canopy of dust clung to his body and he 
wore it as if to practise the future task of bearing the 
responsibility of guarding the earth.“ His childhood 3s 
described as having delighted everybody in the royal 


palace, 
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As Achyuta Raya reached his boyhood, he was 
given necessary education which enabled him to train 
properly his mind and body. Literary sources abound 
with references to Achyuta Raya's physique and the 
qualities of his mind. 


Achyuta Raya‘s education was a wholesome 
comb ination of physical training and the imparting of 
traditional wisdom of Rajaniti and other accessory 
sciences of polity and religion. As his subsequent 
career shows, considerable attention was given towards 


the acquisition of greater Imowledge in every field, 


Rajanatha Dindima enters into poetic imagination 
amd says that whenever Achyuta Raya held the shield, it 
looked like a whirlpool in the sea and whenever he 
raised the bow, the bows of the foes were lowered. 
¥urther, he says that he smashed not only the swords 
but also the sheaths of the enemies, He was an abode 
of such enormous physical strength and valour, It is 
said that as he urged his steeds in the outskirts of the 
city , the dust clung to his feet and it appeared as if 
the wind clung to his feet in devotiom for the fact 
that Achyuta Raya had studied and imbibed the velocity 
from Vayu, the goa of wind. In short, Achyuta Haya 
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emerged as a boy well-versed in all arts and varjous modes 


of physical training - the qualities befitting a Prince. 


Canto III of Achyutarayabhyudayam describes the 
youth of Achyuta Raya ‘in detail. It says that he became 


the very abode of a11 charms. Further, his physical 
appearance is portrayed in adulatory verses. Al1 the 
same, it is quite clear that Achyuta Raya possessed an 
athletic and a sturdy body, built through regular and 
rigid physical exercises, 


Narasa Nayaka is said to have died after hie 
son Achyuta Raya came of age. Having acquired the 
necessary education required for a Pyince, Achyuta Raya 
bore administrative and military responsibilities right 
at an early stage of his life. He often accompained 
his eldest half-brother, Vira Narasimha, on his military 
expeditions.” KongudeSarajiakkal also mentions Achyuta 
Raya having assisted his elder half-brother, Krishnadeva 
Raya, in the administrative affairs of the Empire and 


also in its military activities? 


I+ is not surprising therefore to find 
Krishnadeva Raya accepting the co-regency of Achyuta 
Raya right from 1526 A.D. for the latter proved to his 


41 


elder nalf-brother of his abilities and sound wisdom in 
administering the affairs of the Kingdom. His association 
with Krishnadeva Raya was so intimate, and the latter's 
guidance so able, that it consequently led to the 
realisation of the glorious achievements of Achyuta Raya 
during the period of his ow reiqm. The intimate 
association with Krishnadeva Raya during the co-regency 
naturally invested Achyuta Raya with the required moral 
authority to bear the burden of the dninictie of the 
gupire. Thus , from an early age in his life, Achyuta Res 
learnt from hie elder half-brothers, the sagacity and 
mastery over administrative and military details and the 
subsequent reign of Achyuta Raya was undoubtedly a 


thorough success in all its various aspects. 
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SECTION © ; ACHYUTA RAYA'S CHIEF QUEENS 


It is generally believed that Achyuta Raya had 
three Chiet Queens. However, conflicting views have been 
voiced in determining each one of them, their family 
background and the position that eachone held at the 
court of the Vijayanagara Enpire during 1529-1042 A.D. 
An attempt is made here to examine some of the views 
expressed by scholars regarding the position of these 
queens and present anew information based on epigraphs 
that have undoubtedly thrown fresh light upon the 1ssue 


on hand. 


Varadambika, the Patta-mahishi 


Contemporary epigraphs and literary works 
establish the fact that Varadambika ox Varadadevi-amman, 
daughter of Salakaraju was the first known wedded gueen 
of Achyuta Raya. To Princess Varadambike‘s marriage 
with Achyuta Raya, is devoted the Sanskrit work, entitled 
"Voredambikaparinayam" , composed by Tirumalamba, a poetess 
of considerable Ween The Yarad5mbikaparinayam is 
important for its value as a source-book of sot ರಿ 
political history; more s0, as the authoress appears to 


narrate the events of which she herself was an eye-witness. 
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A few scholars are of the opinion that this 
Kavya was composed in the reigm of Krishnadeva Raya 
himself. ¥urther they say that the portions relating 
to the birth of a son to Achyuta Raya by name Venkatadri 
and the latter's anointment as Yuyaraja at the time of 
his father ‘s coronation might have been later additions 
by the same authoress.! But in the case of a Kavya 
this surmise appears strange, although it may hold good 
with regard to a chronicle kept in a court, for, no 
Kavya writer would keep his poem unfinished, wait for 
some more events to follow and then add an account of 
the same later in the Kavya. Further, as the KSvya 
stops with the installation of Prince Venkatadri as 
Yuvyaraja, which took place at the time of Achyuta Raya's 
coronation in 1529 A.D., after the death of Krishnadeva 
Raya, it is most probable that the poem was composed 


after Achyuta Raya's coronation. 


This is a well-conceived poem written in a 
simple and chaste style. The authoress was evidently 
an accomplished lady of refined literary tastes. She 
has been identified with Oduva Tirumalamba who is said 
to have composed the Sanskrit verse in the inscription 
at the Vitthala Temple at Hampi, commemorating the gift 
of Suvarnameru , performed by Achyuta Raya in 1533 A.D. 
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a duplicate of which has been traced in another part of 
the same temple.” The Yaradambikeparinayam opens with 
the description of the hero, Achyuta Raya's predecessors, 
It then recounts his exploits and his marriage with 
Varadamba and ends with his coronation and installation 
of their son, Cinna Venkatadri as Yuvardja. The last 
Verse in the Kavya is a prayer for the weal of the 
poetess* patron Achyuta Raya, his queen and their 6m 
Rajanatha's Achyutarayabhyudayam also supports the view 
that at the time of the coronation at the capital, 
Vijayanagara, Achyuta Raya and his queen Varadambika 
were consecrated as king and quem — Reemant and their 


son, Cinna Venkatadri as Crow = Prince. 


Queen Varadambika was the daughter of Salaka 
Raju who is mentioned several times by his title in 
the Achyutarayabhyudayam and the sister of the brothers, 
Pedda Salaka Tirumaladeva and Chima or Pina Salaka 
T irumaladeva who played a prominent role in the affairs 
of the Vijayanagara Empire during and also shortly after 
King Achyuta Raya's reign. MahamandaleSvara Timmeraya 


Salakaraju had three sons - Pedda Salaka Tirumaledeva, 
Chinna Salaka “irumaladeva and Singaraja and two daughters, 
Varadamba and Kondamma, as know from inscriptions. There 


is also a reference to another daughter by name, Akkachi- 
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Chi-amman , as shown in the family genealogy of the 
Salakas.? But the members of the Salake family who 
appear prominently in the epigraphs of the period of 
Achyuta Raya are Mehenandalesvara Timmaraja Salakaraja, 


his three sons and two daughters mentioned above. 


Inscriptions help us in clarifying the 
relationship of the Queen Varadambika with the members 
of the Salaka family: (a) A lithic record dated Soke 
1463, Plava { = 21-12-1541 A.D.) states that Salakaraja 
Siru Yirumala, the brother of Varadaji-amman purchased a 
plot of ground in the west street in Tirumala for 120 
Dop and laid a aheana ~ tiruvidhi (i.e. rows of houses 
around an open space in the middle) for the merit of 
Varadaji-amman , the Pattamahadeviyar of Achyuta Raya 
Maharaya.® KS 


( 
(b) A record bearing the date Saka 1455, Vijaya, 


(1533 A.D.) gives the names of the parents of Queen 
Varadambika. 1% records that Chinna Yirumalayyadeva 
Maharaja appears to have secured Victory through the 

favour of God Mandemn Narasimhadeva ‘who was pleased to 
manifest himself in a field near Dharmavaram’', in Anantapur 
District and to have in gratitude given to the deity the 
village Mallapanayanipalle which he had founded for the 
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merit of his father Salakaraja and his mother Tippa james” 
In another inscription on the left side of the north 
gopuram of the Achyutarayasvani temple at Hampi, dated 
Seka 1456, Jaya, VaiSakha §u 13, Bhinuvara, corresponding 
to Sunday April 26, 1534 AD. the name of yet another 
ametker brother of Queen Varadambika is mentioned. It 
states that Mehamandalesvara Hiriya Tirumalaraje - Vodeya, 
elder son of Salakaraja Vodeya, set up the god ‘“iruvengala- 
natha on the bank of the ‘“ungabhadra and granted 3 villages 
ror the service of the god and ordered that the offerings 
made to the g0d should be distributed among 14 persons 
(specified). (e) Sti11 another epigraph, dated Saka 
1458, Durmukhi corresponding to January 12, 1537 A.D. 
records that Singaraja, son of Salakaraja provided certain 
offerings to Lord Venkatesvara and the donor's share of 
the Prasadam be made over to the acharya of his ow sister 
(udappirandal). This apparently refers to the Queen 
Varadaji-amman , whose third brother was Singara3e.” 

(4) Kondanmma, the sister of Queen Varadambika, who was 
hitherto unkmowmn is mentioned in am ‘inscription on the 
Vest Well of the third pzakare of the Kalahastidvera 
temple at Kelahasti, dated Sake 1455, Vijaya, Karkatake 
ba, dasami, Wednesday, Karttizgai, equivalent to Wednesday 
July 16, 1533 AD. It registers a gift of 3/4 of the 


village Kontamana otherwise called Kongapuram in 


ಡಿ 
Padainattu - 8irmai; for providing offerings to the god 
during the early morning service by Timaraja Salakaraje; 
the agent of MahamendaleSvara Salakaraja Tirumalaiyadeva - 


Maharaja for the merit of his sister Kondamma. 10 


While such is the testimony established by 
literary and epigraphical sources, eminent scholars like 
P.B. Desai, Srinivas Ritti and B.R. Gopal have stated 
that "“Achyuta succeeded in quelling the rebellions in 
the Kanchi area, Kerala, and Ummattur region. The Pandyan 
King who was dispossessed was reinstated in his princi- 
pality. After this Victory, he married the Pandya 
ruler ‘s daughter, Varadamba". 1! with due apologies to 
the scholars mentioned above, it may be stated here that 
Varadamba was the daughter of Mahanandelesvara Timmaraja 
Salakaraja. ‘The Pandyan princess happens to be the 
second wedded queen of King Achyuta Raya, married to him 
after his victorious southern Campaigm. She was the 
daughter of the Pandya sovereieg, Jatavarman Tr ibhuvana 
Chakravartin Sri Vallabhadeva Konerinmaikondan who is 
referred to in epieraphs. King Achyuta Raya was 
already married to Varadambika, the daughter of Salakaraju 
and they had a grown-up sony ™ who was installed as 
Yuvaraja at the time of Achyuta Raya's coronation and 
it was only after this occasion, that Achyuta Raya marched 
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southwards to quell the rebellims. He appears to have 
gone in the company of his queen Varadamba and son 
Venkatadri, to worship the deities at Tirupati, 
Kalahasti, Kanchi, Tiruvannamalai and Srirangam before 


launching upon the Southern Canpaim. 


This campaign 
proved to be a glorious victory and the Pandyan King 
gave one of his daughters in marriage to Achyuta Raya 


in gratitude. 2 


To commemorate his victory of the 
southern campaign, King Achyuta Raya paid a visit to 
Tirupati temple accompanied by his Queen Varadaji-amman 


and his son Kumara Venkatadri, as stated in an inscription 
16 


dated 31st January 1533 A.D, 


Varadambika as the Queen-Regnant was a close 
associate of the Emperor Achyuta Raya in his religious 
and other activities. E£pigraphs and literary works shed 
considerable light on those aspects of the life of the 
Queen. A couple of inscriptions from Arulala Perumal 
temple at little Conjyeevaram dated January 20, 1593 A.D. 
and August 17, 1553 A.D. register the Mukta-Tulapurushadana 
ceremony performed by King Achyuta Raya - along with his 
Queen Varadambikadevi and his son Kumara Venkatadri Udgayar 
against pearls and also an assignment of the income of 
17 villages to the Arulsla Perumal temple for providing 
special offerings. Besides, the Emperor Achyuta Raya 


also gifted away 1,000 cows!” 
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An epigraph dated April 5, 1534 A.D.states that 
Varadajidevi-amman granted 6 villages yielding an annual 
income of 920 rSkhaipon for the benefit of the 
Sri Bhandaram (Tirumalai Temple Treasury) for the purpose 
of propitiating Sri VenkateSa with 20 Tirupponakan 
(Yen-pohgal taligai) daily as her ubhaiyam known as 
MAS IH avasaram (offering) to be performed 
after conducting the Achyuta Raya's avasargm and 


16 The above 


Krishnaraya's avasaram at Tirumalai. 
mentioned 6 villages consisted of two villages in the 


Gandikotta sirmai, 5 villages from the Rongavidu Sirmai 
19 


and one from Narayanapuran. Thus the Queen-Regnant 
appears to have issued grants of her own and shared the 
religious duties of her husband, Emperor Achyuta Raya. 
It is stated in the contemporary Sanskrit work 
Yaredanbikaparinayan that the birth of a son to Achyuta 
Raya and varaddmbika was due toa favour of the goa of 
Tirupati and hence the child was called Venkatadri 


after the deity of Tirumala. 0 


This apparently refers 
to the immense faith, the royal couple entertained in 


their hearts for god Vishnu. 


There are several inscriptions issued tor the 
spiritual mexit of the King Achyuta Raya, his queen 
Varadambika and their son Venkatadri by the King's 
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officials in their purely private capacity. One such 
was issued by a military officer Sziranga Nayakkar, son 
of Tuluva Vengalu-Nayakkar of Padavidu, who arranged 
for offerings through a deposit of 650 narpanam in Seka 
1458, Durmukhi, Corresponding to December 14, 1536 A.D, 
for the merit of Svami Achyutaraya Maharayar, Varadaji- 
aman avargal, and Chikka VenkatSdri Udaiyar.*1 


Queen Varadambika survived Emperor Achyuta Raya, 
as testified to by the Portuguese historian Correa. He 
mentions that the Queen - Dowager, mother of Venkatadri 
appealed to the hereditary enemy, the Bijapur Sultan, 
in a frantic state to come to her aid and secure the 
Vijayanagara throne for her son and promised immense 
riches in return for such a favour done, as she sensed 
the evil intentions of her brother Salaka China 
JYirumaladeva, in whose charge King Achyuta Raya had 
left his son Venkatadri before he died in 1542 A.D. 
But unfortunately for her, the following events culminated 
in her brother assassinating her dear son, Venkatadri, 

It is said that Salaka Chinna Tirumala Deva who was the 
Regent of Venkatadri, aspiring the throne for himself, 
put to death the members of the royal family whose 
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rivalry he feared. As the Queen-mother Varadambika 


is not mentioned in particular, it may well be surmised 


that she was also a victim of the evil conspiracy of her 
brother , who had earlier issued a religious grant for 
the spiritual merit of his sister, Queen Varadimbike > 
This clearly shows the political intrigues that could be 
well-played up by the members of the same royal family 


amd set one against the other for the sake of power, 


Thus, Queen Varadambika attempted to do her 
best for her son, Venkatadri in accordance with the 
wishes of her late husband, Emperor Achyuta Raya. But 
in vain. However, she appears to have led a life that 
well - suited to Achyuta Raya for she maintained her 
position at the court as the Patteamahishi or the Queen ~- 
Regnant t1i11 the end of the reign of Achyuta Raya. She 
was a constant companion of her husband, whether he wae 
on a pilgrimage or on a military expedition which only 
indicates the devotion and loyalty that she had for the 
Emperor Achyuta Raya, 


Second Queen - The Pandyan Princess 


The next kmown queen of King Achyuta Raya who 
was the daughter of the Pandyean sovereign Sri Vallabha 
is mown from the epigraphs alone.? No contemporary 


literary work refers to this Pandyan princess. Even 


Rajanatha is strangely silent over the negotiations of 


the marriage of the Pandyan princess with Achyuta Raya. 
The expressions in the lithic records refer to this 
marriage like ~ * andiya Kajavin Kumarthiyaye Vange 
Kondaruli" - definitely refer to this marriage. But the 
reason for the omission of so important an event by 
Rajanatha in his Achyutarayabhyudayam, which closely 


relates the events of his southern campaign is enigmatic.” 


However , the Pandyan king, Sri Vallabha has been 
referred to thrice in the course of the Sanskrit Kavya - 
‘Achyutarayabhyudeyam'. It is reported that he had been 
driven out of his Kingdom by the rebel chiefs, Sellappa 
alias Vira Narasimha of the Chola region and 
Udayanartandavarmen of Tiruvadi, The Pandyan who had been 
thus dispossessed of his ancestral dominions appealed to 
Vijayanagara for imperial intervention, help and protection, 
Consequently Achyuta Raya marched to the South and sent an 
expedition from Srirangam, further Southwards, which 
resulted in the defeat of the rebels on the banks of the 
Tambraparni, followed by the restoration of the territory 
of the Pangyen to the protege of Achyuta Raya. The 
Emperor Achyuta Raya commended that just punishment be 
meted out to the rebels and permitted the retum of the 
Pandyan King to his dominioys. 
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Achyuta Raya having restored the oppressed 
Pandyan to his former position, took upon himself the 
title "pandyasthapandcharya"?” and the Pangyan King 
Sri vallabha in tum as a token of gratitude for the 
help rendered, gave his daughter in marriage to the 
Emperor Achyuta Raya. This transaction is mentioned in 


a number of lithic records from Ka1ahasti?8 and 


Conjeevaram. > 


The marriage with the Pandyan princess 
‘might have gone a long way in strengthening the relatio- 
ship of the £nperor with the Pandyan family which he had 
restored to some of its past glory. I+ is this 
restoration that induced Sri Vallabha Pandya to assume 
the titles of ‘Irandg Kslam Eduthavan’' and ‘Pandyarajya- 


sthepanachirya'. 


The earliest reference to this successful 
conclusion of the Southern expedition of Achyuta Raya 
is made in an epigraph dated March 7, 1532 AD. Hence 
it may be observed that this Southern expedition came to 
a close successfully either during the closing period of 
1531 A.D. or begimming of 1532 AD, Consequently the 
date of the marriage of Achyuta Raya with the Pandyan 
princess may be assigned to the year 1551-52 A.D. 


( 
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Of the Pandyan princess, unfortunately, nothing 
more is known beyond the bare mention of her marriage 
with the Vijayanagara Emperor, Achbyuta Raya. She 
appears to have been a mere symbol of Victory of Achyuta 
Raya in the South and a sort of ‘majden-11ink' to cement 
the friendly relations between the Vijayanagara Emperor 
and the Pangyan King, Sri Vallabha. 1% i6 obvious that 
it was nothing more than a mere diplomatic matrimonial 


alliance! 


Third Queen - Tirumglamma 


Epigraphs and literary works throw considerable 
light upon Tirumalamma, the third queen of Achyuta Raya. 
But scholars hitherto have made the identity of 
Tirumnalamma, a controversial issue by voicing divergent 
views. However, they appear to be totally uncertain as 


to her identity. 


In the ARSIE for the year 1950-51, the 
Epigraphist states that it cannot be definitely established 
whether Tirumalaiamman could be identical with Oduve 
Tirumalamba' the authors of YaradembiXaparinayam the queen 


of Achyuta. *°® 
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C. Hayavadana Rao expresses his thoughts 
regarding the identification of queen Tirumalama, 
although he is doubtful of the same. Viresalingan's 
Lives of Telugu Poets introduces a certain Tirumalamma 
Mohanangi , the authoress of Marichiparinayam as the 


wife of Aliya Rama Raya ನರ 


On the strength of this 
statement, the aforesaid scholar observes that it cannot 
be definitely stated whether Oduva Tirumalamba can be 
identified with Tirumalamma Mohanéingi, the wife of Rama 
Raya and Yirumalamma, the third queen of Achyuta Raya 
whose sister Murtimambal was married to Seas Nayaka, 


the first viceroy of the Tanjore Nayak Kingdom. 5 


The doubt arises in the mind of this scholar 
perhaps, because both Oduva Tirumalamba and Tirumelamma - 
Mohanangi were literary figures. And further it is not 
certain to him whether Tirumalamma, the Queen of Achyuta 
Raya was also a literary figure, if she were to be 


different from the two Tirumnalammas mentioned above, 


AN. Krishna Aiyangar, in his introduction to 
Achyutarayabhyudayam mentions the authoress of 
Yeraddmbitaparinayen qirumalamba, as a Queen of Achyuta 
Raya; but does not give the details for such an 


assunption. 5೦ 


All this uncertainty is set at rest by the 
discovery of an inscription of King Achyuta Raya in 
Sriranganatha Temple at Srirangam. This epigraph clears 
off the hanging dark clouds and throws fresh light on 
the issue. It has certainly created a sensation as it 
converts and confirms a ‘possibility’ into a down-to-eartL 


fact. 


The inscription begins thus: "Be it well‘ 
J 
Hail! Prosperity! In the Saka year 1461 (expired) 


corresponding to the (cyelic) year Vikarin, in the month 

of Bhadrapada on Tuesday, which was a day of the twelfth 
ಜ್‌: 

tithi, of the tirst tortnight, with Sraveana Nakshatra 


Maharajadhiraja Rajaparameévara Sri Virapratapa Sri Vira 
Achyutaraya Maharaya was pleased to perform the tulabhara - 


mahadang (ceremony). For (1.6. in commemoration of)this, 
the queen (Rajamahishi) of the Meharaya, named Oduva 
Tirumnalaideva Ammanavargal was pleased to compose two 


(Sanskrit) slokis. "56 


This inscription is found on the east wall of 
the second pzakara in the Ranganatha temple at Sriranganm, 
the renowned place of pilgrimage, specially sacred to the 
Vaishnavas. It is dated in the reign of the Vijayanagara 
King, Achyuta Raya Maharaya in Saka 1461, corresponding 


to the cyclic year Vikarin, and contains astronomical 
details which give the modem equivalent Tuesday, August 
26, 1529 AD, The record which is engraved in Tamil and 
Grantha characters contains an introductory portion in 
Tamil, which states that on the occasion of the King's 
performing the tulabhara ceremony, his Rajamahishi - 
"Oduva Tirumalaidevi amnmavargal" composed two Sanskrit 
slokas and had them engraved in several holy places; 
Srirangam being one of them. So that, the descendants 
of Prince Chikks Venkatadri may rule as Sarvabhaumas; 
(emperors). Then followed the two verses referred to and 
the epigraph closes with an epilogic sentence in Tamil. 
Several records copied at various plsces mention that 


the senior queen (Pattamahishi) of King Achyuta Raya was 


+ 


Varadadevi - Ammen and that the Crown - Prince Venkatadri 
alias Chikkaraya was her son. That the King had another 
queen named Tirumalamba was kmown only from the references 
in the two Telugu works - Vijayavilasam and 
Raghunathabhyudayam which also supply the additional 
information that her sister Murtimamba was given in 
marriage to China Chevvappa Nayaka, along with the 
governorship of the Tanjore Principality as dowry. The 
Srirangam inscription is important for it furnishes the 
epigraphical confirmation as to the existence of this 


queen ‘“irumalaidevi and in enabling us to 21dentify her 
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with Oduva (or Voduva) Tirumaldmba, the composer of the 
two Sanskrit verses under reference and also of another 
verse commemorating the King's gift of Svarnameru to 
Brahmanas at Hampi in Sake 1455. I+ is possible that 
the three verses recording the King's celebration of the 
tulabhara of pearls at Kanchipuram in sake 1455 in the 
company of his Queen Varadambika and Prince China- 


Venkatadri were also her compositionss 


A Sanskrit Champu-Kavya called the 
Yaradambikaparinayam composed by Oduva Tirunalemba 
recounts in the long colophon at the end of the work, 
all the achievements and talents of this poetess. There 
it is said that she was the beloved of the King Achyuta 
Raya amd that she learned the truths of the Puranas, 


[ವ 


Itihdsas and Acemas and the beauties of the new Kavyas 


and natakas by listening to their exposition once only 


and that she had attained proficiency in many languages. 5ರ 


As indicated by its title, the theme of this 
work is the marriage of Achyuta Raya with Varadambika. 


Though of average literary merit the Kavya is interesting 


because of the quasi - historical nature of its contents 
and the light it throws on contemporary political and 
social life. It may be surmised from this, that this 
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poetess, Tirumalamba was identical with Oauva Tirumalaidevi 
Ammanavargal (Voduva “irumalamnmavaru) who, originally 

was a scholar (Oduva) at the royal court and subsequently 
rose to the position of a co-queen (Rajamahishi) herself. 
I+ may also be noted that she was one of the scholars of 


Achyutafaya's court who attained literary fame. 


A fervent hope was expressed in the inscriptiom 
by Tirumalamba that the performance of danas and the 
engraving of the commemorative verses in holy places 
would ensure for Venkatadri's descendants the rule of 


the Kingdom as Sarvabhaumas. ‘his expression of a 


fergvent hope itself implies that doubts had probably 
begun to be entertained even at this time as the present 
record in 1539 A.D., for the co=queen to have voiced her 


devout prayer in this regard, 


It is, however, unfortunate that the cupidity 
of Salaka Chinna Tirumaladeva proved stronger than the 
queen's wish, for he is believed to have ೩೮೭ನೇ his 
nephew, Venkatadri soon after the demise of King Achyuta 


Raya. 5 


As regards the two verses quoted in the Srirangam 


inscription under review, which are couched in the 
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Sardulavikridite metre, it may be mentioned here that more 
than a dozen copies of them exist in different scripts of 
the kingdom, viz.» Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Grantha and 
Nagari and in several places so far apart as Annigere and 
Srirangam , but in none other than the Srirangam inscription 
mformation regarding the relationship between Tirumalamba 


and Achyuta Raya is given. 


While the Sanskrit verses glorify only the gift 
of Snandanidhi made by the King in Sake 1461, the Tamil 


portion refers to the performance of a tulabhara on the 
same day. This was also probably celebrated in the 
Vitthalesvara temple on the banks of the Tungabhadra at 
Bhaskara - Kshetra, (31.e., Hampi) - the Venue of the 


anandanidhidana is also mentioned in the Kannada preamble 


of the Gadag version. From this, it is clear that 
aandanidh3i was a particular kind of dans to propitiate 
the god Madhava and these laudatory verses were engraved 


also in the temple of Triyambakadevi at Gadag. Anendanidhi- 


dina consists of presenting to the learned Brahmenas pots 


made of the udambara wood filled with precious stones and 


coins of gold, silver or copper after performing certain 
ceremonies and the merit accruing from this ceremony is 
said to be longevity, perfect health and imperial 


sovereignty, according to Hemadri in the Danakhanda of 
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his Chaturvarge Chintamani. It is no wonder, therefore, 
that King Achyuta Raya selected this amandanidhi-ddna 


for the celebration to ensure succession to his son, 
Venkatadri, though unfortunately the events that followed 


completely falsified his great expectations. 


Thus, Tirumalamba whose identity hitherto wae 
uncertain is now known undoubtedly from the Srirangam 
record, This is the second known lady of the Vijayanagara 
period, gifted with poetic talents, the first being 


Gangadevi, the wife of Kampana II, who wrote Madhuravijayam 
also inom as Virakamparayacharitham. 


0, Hayavadana Rao has stated that the third 
queen Tirumalamnma of Achyuta Raya, is not referred to in 
amy epigraphic record; the only one mentjoned by name in 


inscriptions is Varadamba.*} 


The aforesaid scholar's conjecture is totally 
wrong, in the light of the inscription mentioned earlier 
from Srirangam. It is only from that particular inseori- 
ption that the identity of Queen Tirumalamma with Oduva 
Tirumalamba, the authoress of Varadanbika arine am, has 

‘been established. 0. Hayavadana Kao does not seem to 


have been aware of this Srirangam inscription. 
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Queen tirunalamna appears to have issued grants 
on her owm, as testified by an inscriptim thoughfit cannot 
be ascertained definitely whether it was done in the 
capacity of a queen, However, she appears to have been 
a pious lady. The inscription from the Ranganathaevami 
temple at Srirangen dated Saka 1454, Nandena (Kani) Su, 13, 
Thursday , Sadaiyan, corresponding to Thursday, September 12, 
1532 A.D. during the reiqm of King Achyuta Raya, registers 
a grat of land in the village Anilai by Tirumalaiamman 
for the recital of Bhaktasanjivi composed by herself 
(Bhaktasan jivi Sona Tirunalaiamman Ubhaiyem-aga) for 


« 


maintaining the Srivaishnavas who zecited the Bhaktasanjivi 


before the god. 


Another lithic record from Narasingapuram (AR. 
[4 
No. 240 of 1910) of Saka 1456, dated 2 years later than 


the inscription mentioned above, mentions a purana called 
Bhaktisan jivini. The proximity of these two dates renders 


it possible to identify Bhaktasanjivi with the Purana 


Bhaktisanjivini. #9 


A word or two regarding the relationship between 
the Tuluva family and the Nayaka family of Tanjore, may 
not be out of place here. N.X. Venkatesam Pantulu, while 


presenting an article “An interesting chapter in the 
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history of Vi jayanagara", refers to Tirumalamma, the queen 
of Achyuta Raya and her sister Murtimanba, who was married 


to Sevvappa, the first of the Tanjore Nayakas. 


The Archaeological Report of South Indian 


Epieraphy for 1924 makes a similar referee. #9 


A few literary works also speak about the sister 


of Tirumalamma and Sevvappa Nayaka. 


The Telugu poem Vijayavilasanu by Chemakura 
Venkatakavi states that a certain Sevvapp a married the 
sister of the Queen of the Vijayanagara King, Achyuta 
Raya and got the Tanjore principality, perhaps as dowry. 


This Kavya does not seem to mention the names of 
the queen of Achyuta Raya and also her sister married to 


Bevv appa 


However, an unpublished Sanskrit poem 
Séahityaratnakara by Yajnanarayana Dikshita, the eldest 
son of Govinda Dikshita, the Brahman Prime - Minister of 
the second and third Nayaka Kings of “anjore, says that 


Fé 
Sevvappa obtained the Tanjore Kingdom by his owm valour.*” 


1 
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The local chronicle, The Tanjavuri Andhra Rajula 
Charithra conveys the fact that the Chola country was 


ruled by Viswanatha Nayaka from Madura as a subordinate 
of the Emperor of Vijayanagara; but on the occasion of 
the wedding of Murtimambal (the younger sister of Achyuta 
Raya's queen Tirumalanma) with Sevvappa ; Achyuta Raya 
appointed SEV DEL the s0le Viceroy over the Chola 


Country, which was given to him as the Stridhma or dowry. * 


Sathyanatha Aiyar opines that the Chola country; 
which was thus separated from the viceroyalty of Madura 
and entrusted to Sevvappa Nayaka could be a result of the 
settlement introduced after the Travancore war. Achyuta 
Raya appears to have brought about a rearrangement of the 
territories between Tanjore and Madura by appointing his 
co-brother Seas to the vice-royalty of Tanjore - which 
probably included al1 the present day districts of Madura 


ಡೆ Ramad. 4 " 


As the aforesaid scholar opines, the separatiom 
of the Chola country from Madura province was not a result 
of the settlement introduced after the Travancore war. The 
Balijavamsapurenan narrates that the Chola ruler, Virasekhara 
was Killed by Nagama Nayaka, upm the orders of Achyuta Raya 
and obtained the Chola territory, which was later handed 


over to Sevvappa Nayaka at the time of his marriage with 


Mur timambal by Achyuta Raya. 90 


As shom in Chapter VI, the Travancore war of 
Achyuta Raya preceded the capture of the Chola country 
by Nagama Nayaka., 


These statements cited above lead one to conclude 
that in the capacity of a valiant and loyal general of 
the Vijayanagara Empire, during the days of Achyuta Raya, 
Sevvappa Nayaka obtained the hand of King Achyuta Raya‘'s 
Sister- in-law, Murtimambal, sister of Queen Tirumalamnma 
and with her, the kingdom of Tanjore as dowry. 


V, Rengacharya remarks that "Sevvappa was not 
impr obably the brother-in-law of Achyuta &nd' the founder 


of the Tamjore dynasty of Neyakkas. "1 


The scholar referred to above, apparently is 
confused over the relationship of Sevvappa with Achyuta 
Raya. It may be recalled here that Sevvappa married Queen 
Tirumalamma’s sister and thus became her brother-in-law. 
In which case, Sevvappa was not the brother-in-law of 
Achyuta Raya a8 understood by V. Rangacharya but he was 


the co-brother of the Vijayanagara Emperor. 
£- 1118 
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A somewhat similar error is committed by a stafr 
Reporter of the Indian Hxpress. I% is said that a bronze 
figure of Murtimndmbal was found 1n the Mehalingesvara 
temple in Yiruvidaimarudur , near Kumbakonamn with an 
inscription in the palaeography of the sixteenth century. 
As per the report given in The Indian &£xress, dated 
Friday, August 27, 1976, page 5, Murtimambal is referred 


to as a sister of Achyuta Raya, the Vijayanagara Emperor. 


It is obvious that the staff Report of the 
reputed news paper has not bothered to look into the 
historical details of Murtimambal. Because, Murtimambal 
was the younger sister of Tirumalamma, the third queen 
of Emperor Achyuta Haya, she was not the sister of 
Achyuta Raya but his sister-in-law, 


Tirumal amma appears to have been devoted and p 
loyal to her patron Achyuta Raya, who raised her from 
the position of a mere court - poetess to that of 
° Rajamahishi - a highly coveted position indeedi In the 
amcient times, it is said that there were ladies in the 
Palace, who kept accounts and who maintained records of 
events, along with a few who read holy works. The last 
must have been Oduva - ladies who were women readers of 


holy works. Tirumalamma who was called Oduva Tirumelamma 


68 


might have been one such, who caught the fancy of Achyuta 
Raya by her literary ability and ultimately they married, 
She must have certainly played a prominent role in getting 
her younger sister Murtimambal married to Sevvappa Nayaka 
and in granting the Tanjore principality as her dowry. 
Tirumalamma showed her deep regard and respect to 


Pattamahishi Varadambike by recording her sincere prayers 


for the welfare and preservation of the Queen-Regnant and 


her son, the Crown = Prince Venkatadri. 5? 


Thus, Tirunalama appears to have earned the, 
approbation of the Emperor as Rajamahishi through her 
poetic talents, literary accomplsihments, and the cordial 
attitude towards the royal couple, whom she held in great 
veneration, This definitely fetched her a deserving 
place in the royal palace at Vijayanagara, 
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Chapter III 
SECTION 1 ; ACCESSION 


Achyuta Raya's accession to the throne of 
Vijayanagara, after the demise of his elder half-brother, 
Krishnadeva Raya, has been a matter of controversy. 
Pioneer scholars in the field of Vijayanagara history 
had always vied with one another over this issue but never 
arrived at a convincing conclusion, which was acceptable 
to al. However, an attempt is made here to examine 
carefully the prevalent controversial views in order to 
perceive the validity of their statements and to 
reconstruct the present topic in the best possible manner 
in the light of the epigraphical and literary evidence 


obtained in the recent years, 


Portuguese Writers 


Father Queyros stated that in the last days of 
his rei, Krishnadeva Raya ‘entrusted the government of 
the kingdom to his son-in-law Ramaraja and ‘the command 
of the troops’? to Tirumala, his brother «1 Further , Father 
Heras while quoting Father Queyros said that Rama Raya's 
wife was the only daughter of the Emperor Krishnadeva Raya.” 
Father Queyros has declared that before Krishnaraya’'s 
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death, he ordered his son-in-law Ramaraja ‘to restore 
the power’ to his brother Acyuta, and ‘administer 


Justice jointly with hin‘. 


Here, Father Queyros seems to have been 
misinformed about Rama Raya's wife being the only 
daughter of the Emperor Krishnadeva Raya. For it hae 
been recorded that Rama Raya's younger brother Tirumala 
was also a son-in-law of Krishnadeva Raya, being married 
to, Vengala, the daughter of Chinna Devi, another Queen 
of Krishnadeva Raya. * And Krishnadeva Raya entrusting 
the government to Rama Raya, in the last days of his 
reign seems quite unlikely. On the contrary, there are 


several inscriptions? 


associating Achyuta Raya, the 
younger half-brother of Krishnadeva Raya, with the 
sovereignty. These inscriptions allow the surmise that 
because of failing ‘health, Krishnadeva Raya entrusted 

the reins of the government to Achyuta Raya? Perhaps, 
Father Queyros was misguided here also, as in the case 

of Rama Raya's wife being the sole daughter of Krishnadeva 
Raya. Since Father Queyros' account is not corroborated 
by authentic epigraphical sources, it is hard to accept 
his view that Rama Raya was entrusted with the government 
in the last days of his reign by Krishnadeva Raya and 


later was ordered ‘to restore the power' to his younger 
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half-brother Achyuta. Mention may be made here that 
one "Salvaney" who is identified with Saluva Vira 
Narasimha was in charge of the Vi jJayanagara Empire 
after Kyishnadeva Raya's death and that he governmed 

it t111 the coming of King Achyuta Raya from the 
fortress at Chandzagiri:” This statement of Nuniz, 
mother Portuguese writer holds good as 1t is confirmed 
by the Achyutarayabhyudayam of Rejamatha, a contemporary 
of Achyuta Raya.S Moreover , Achyuta Raya is not found 
to be ruling in partnership with Rama Rayajfor, if it 
had been so, Achyuta Raya would not have got his son 
Venkatadri anointed as Crown - Pyince at the time of 
hie own coronation at the Capital ~- Vijayanagara” 
Hence, Father Queyros’' statementShave no bearing upon 


the sub ject, as they are not based on facts. 


The account left by the Portuguese historian 
Gaspar Correa has been misinterpreted by many scholars. 19 
N. Yenkate Ramanayya proclaims on this basis that 
Krishnadeva Raya was succeeded by his infant son, whose 
sister Ramaraja had married. while Sewell opines 
that Correa has certainly made a mistake and brought 
down the affairs of 1535-36 A.D. to the year 1542 AD. 
Moreover, the identification of the persons involved in 


this account has been wrongly accounted for. 


11 


However, the statements of Correa need be examined 
afresh, “Correa states that in 1542 Achyuta, King of 
Vijayanagarg died leaving a young son in the power of 
his uncle, brother of the dead King who had been King 
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contrary to the right, -— which has been interpreted 


by Dr. N. Venkata Ramamayya in the following words: 


"The uncle in whose power Acfyuta left his son 
Venkata 1 should be identified with Salakaraju Cinna 
Tirumaladeva. Tirumala,was, of course, a brother-in-law 
of the dead King. It is not unusual with the European 


Writers to refer to the brother-in-law as the prother. "1° 


The same passage has lent itself tobe interpreted 


differently by Sewell, who says that ‘the young son would 


116 Tne jdentification 


be Venkata, and the uncle, Ranga. 
of N. Venkata Ramanayya is correct, as Ranga, the paternal 
uncle of Venkatadri seems to have pre-deceased Krishnadeva 


17 Moreover, it could not have been Salakaraju Pedda 


Raya. 
Tirumala Raya for he appears to have been dead by that 
time, as his latest inscription is dated 1540 A.D. and 
no inscription of his belonging to a later date has been 


18 Correa came out with the statement -- the dead 


f ound 
King who had been king contrary to the right" -- because 


he seems to have strongly felt that the son of Krishnadeva 
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Raya ought to have succeeded to the throne of Vijayanagara 
in the place of Achyuta Raya, who actually occupied the 
throne and ruled the Empire. 


Further, Correa observes that "The King by zeal 
right who had been detained in a fortress was then 
liberated, and he also sought the aid of the Sultan of 


Bijapur." 


N. Venkata Ramanayya once again proves 
correct in identifying ‘the king by real right’ was 
Sadasiva, who was kept in prison at Gutti,°0 which hase 
been supported by K.A. Nilakanta Sastri, who said that 
as a counter move, Rama Raya now liberated Sadasiva 

from prison at Gutti, and in turn appealed to Bijapur 


for aia? 


While Sewell opines that "the king by real 
right (probably the undle Ranga,) who had been detained 
in a fortress, was then liberated, and he also sought 


aid from the Sultan of Bijapur. *”? 


Sewell obviously is 
confused over the identification of the uncle, in whose 
charge Achyuta Raya had left his son and the king ‘by 
real r1ght', who was detained in a fortress. He 
identifies both to be ‘Ranga’ alone, which is totally 


wrong for the reasons mentioned above, 


To continue with Correa’'s accout -- "The 


Hindus in fear for their safety placed on the throne 
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the brother of the dead King *°*« The new King in order 

to strengthen his position for the future, caused the 

boy, his rival to be assassinated «.. The Adil Shah 
therefore advanced entered the Kingdom of Vijayanagar, 

, Meanwhile a new king had seized the throne of Vijayanagara, 
a great ,Zond from Paleacate married to a sister of the 
king that preceded the dead king, and in the end he 


secured the kingdom." 


From the above account, it is clear that 
Salakaraja Cinna Tirumaladeva was placed on the throne 
by the people in fear for their safety against Bijapur 
Sultan , whom they defeated at a place close to 
Vijayanagara. However, Cinna Tirumaladeva, the new king, 
grew more ambitious that he killed Venkatadri, his sister's 
son in order to have the throne solely to himself and he 
also put out the eyes of the nobles who arrived at the 
court, in response to his summons. However, the remaining 


nobles retaliated by intriguing with the Sultan of Bijapur. 


N. Venkata Ramamayya has identified the ‘new 
king who had seized the throne of Vijayanagara, a great 
lord from Paleacate' with Ranaraya. And the king who 
preceded the dead king (recognised as Achyuta by N. 


Venkata Remanayya) amd whose sister Ramaraya had married, 


80 
as the infant son of Krishnadeva Raya. *# On his part 
Sewell explains that Rama Raya married a daughter of 


Krishnadeva Raya and not his sister? 


But if the further statements of Correa are 
read and to which Father Heras has referred to, the 
above mentioned situation can be comprehended more 


clearly. To quote Father Heras — 


‘Correa even says that before dying Salakam 


said that he wanted to die a8 a King of Vijayanagara. "6 


In the light of this statement, the present 
೩೩d king can be identified with Salakam Cinna Tirunala- 
deva, uncle of Venkatadri, for, unless this person 
Salakam Tirumaladeva was put an end to, the Kingdom 
could not have been secured by Rama Raya in the name of 
Sadasiva. The coronation of Cinna Tirumala-deva appears 
to have taken place on some day between Pusya Su 1127 
and Magha ba 14 of Subhakrt, corresponding to Saka 1464 
(AD, 1542). He seems to have justified the confidence 
the people placed in him, by driving away the Bijapur 
Sultan from the vicinity of Vijayanagara == thus by nerxe 
valour acquired the Vijayanagara throne. However, Rama 


Raya overpowered Tirumaladeva in a series of battles and 
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finally killed him in a engagement on the banks of the 
river Tungabhadra and then proceeded to Vijayanagara to 
celebrate Sadisiva's coronation om Karttike gu 11 of the 
Cyclic year SSbhakrt corresponding to Sake 1465 (A.D, 
1543) 3 


Thus the King who preceded the dead King 
Salakaraju Cinna Tirumaladeva was undoubtedly his nephew 
Venkatadri. Venkatadri's sister, more precisely the 
cousin-sister was married to Rama Raya, the new king, 
who secured the Kingdom of Vijayanagara. It may be 
stated here that Ramaraya's wife Tirumnalamba was the 
daughter of Venkatadri's paternal uncle, Krishnadeva 
Raya. Further the Europeans were prone to refer to the 
cousin-sister as the sister, just like the way Correa 
had earlier referred to Achyuta Raya's brother-in-law 
as the brother. 


From this it can be surmised that Krishnadeva 
Raya was succeeded by his younger half-brother Achyuta 
Raya, upon whose death, his son Venkatadri came to the 
throne but soon ೩೩8; followed by his maternal uncle 
Salakaraju Cinna Tirumaladeva, whose fond wish it was 
to die as the King of Vijayanagara. He met his end at 
the hands of Rama Raya of Aravidu dynasty, who set up 
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Sadzsiva of Tuluva dynasty on the throne of Vijayanagara. 
Thus Rama Raya did not realise his fond dream of ruling 
the Empire until after the demise of Achyuta Raya, but 
certainly not during the reign period of the latter, 
(1529 - 1542 A.D.) either as joint-ruler or as Protector 
of the infant son of Krishnadeva Raya, as some scholars 
try to uphold. None of the genealogical prasastis 
Hentiok either the infant son of Kyishnadeva Raya or 
his son-in-law Rama Raya, a6 having succeeded one of the 
most famous monarchs of the Vijayanagara rulers - 


Krishnadeva Raya. 


Nuniz, yet another Portuguese writer has given 
interesting information regarding the accession of 
Achyuta Raya. He stated that the dying King Krishnadeva 
Raya nominated his younger half-brother Achyuta Raya to 
succeed him, as Achyuta was found to be better-fitted 
for that, than any of the others including his infant son 


who was eighteen months 018೩.5 


It is heartening that this account of Nuniz 


is corroborated by several inscriptions 5S as well ase by 


contemporary literary work Achyutarayabhyudayan’* of 


Rajanatha Dindima, This statement of Achyuta Raya’'s 


accession which is supported by literary and epieraphical 
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sources can be accepted as a positive clue to reconstruct 
the affairs of the Vijayanagara Kingdom upon Krishnadeva 
Raya's death. Robert Sewell has expressed that the 

special choice of Achyuta Raya as a successor by Krishnadeva 
Raya was ‘singularly unfortunate, for Achyuta was a craven 
and under him the Hindu empire began to fall to pieces. ‘56 
I+ is indeed pitiable that Sewell should condemn Achyuta 
Raya as a coward and make him responsible for the dwindling 
of the Vijayanagara Empire. If at all Achyuta Raya was 

s0 incompetent for the diamond throne, would Krishnadeva 
Raya have specially chosen him, imoring his owm infant 

som even? XKrishnadeva Raya was at liberty to choose anyone 
in the best interests of the Empire preferably the right 
candidate, suiting the times in which he lived and his 

lot fell upon his surviving younger half-brother Achyuta 
Raya, who in the former's view richly Reed the position, 
as Achyuta Raya enjoyed the faith and confidence of his 
elder half-brother Krishnadeva Raya. Moreover, when 
Krishnadeva Raya is recognised as great a warrior as a 
skilful diplomat and as a person well-acquainted with the 
maxims relating to polity and statecraft, is it proper to 
challemge his discretion over the choice of bis successor 
to the throne? It is just not fair to blame Achyuta Raya 
alone for the downfall of the Empire. A number of 


circumstances and figures involved in the state-policy 
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of the following years gradually led to the ultimate fall 
of the Hindu Empire. 


Upon the death of prince Tirumala Raya in 1524 
AD., Krishnadeva Raya had to make fresh arrangements for 
succession and as he himself was not in a positiom to rule 
the country, he accepted the co-regency of Achyuta Raya 
and if Krishnadeva Raya had ignored Rama Raya in his will, 
it is not to be wondered at, for the former was not a 
Tuluva by birth and Krishnadeva Raya was not in anyway 
obliged to include him favourably in the will. A highly 
shrewd and puissant monarch that Krishnadeva Raya was, 
would have certainly amalysed the pros and cons of the 
succession issue before pronouncing his last wishes which 
he must have certainly expected to be carried out, without 


any Kind of opposition from any direction. 


Since the character of Achyuta Raya will be 
dealt in Chapter 1, it is sufficient here to emphasise 
that Achyuta Raya has wrongly been humiliated and that he 
certainly does not deserve such an abject condemmation. 
XK versatile genius like Krishnadeva Raya would have 
certainly chosen the very best ರಿಕ for his Empire, 
specially when his ultimate objective was peace and 


happiness of his people. With this conviction he must 
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have peacefully breathed his last. 


Muslim Writers 


In this category falls Rafi-ud-Din Shirazi, 


a contemporary of Rama Raya, who declares that — 


"Ramariya became King of Vi jayanagara in 
H. 942, He used to hold his court in the name of 
Krsnaraya‘'s son, the real emperor, and people used to 
make their obeisace to the boy. Ramaraja conducted 
the administration for two years nominally for the son 


of Krenarzya. "5 


The given date H. 942 corresponds to the period 
from July 2, 1525 to June 20, 1536 ಸಿಖ" More ower, the 
infant son of Krishnadeva Raya, whose cause Rama Raya 
was supposed to champion died about 1533 ಹಿಸ್‌ If this 
was the case, how could Rama Raya hold the court in the 
name of the infant son of Krishnadeva Raya and do obeisace 
to him as late as 1535-36 A.D. which is the date given by 
the Muslim writer Shirazi. Hence, Shirazi's view is not 


acceptable at all. 


The next of the Muslim writers is the anonymous 


historian of Golkonda who says: 


"The heir to the throne (after Krenaraya's 
Aeath) was a child in arms; and being, therefore, unfit 
to manage his affairs, RSimaraj first assumed the office 


of the protector. "59 


Shirazi seems to be the only one, supporting 
somewhat the view held by the amonymous historian of 
Golkonda - and as Shirazji's view has been rejected on 
the basis of its incompatibility, the statement of the 
anonymous historian of Golkonda need not be taken 


seriously 


Moreover , Ferishta, the other Muslim historian 
puts forward an "infant of the female line" whose person 
Rama Raya had to commit to the care of the child's uncle, 
"Hoje" Tirumala Raya. Thus, the various writers have 
differed in their statements and have given conflicting 
views as to who actually was seated on the throne of 


Vijayanagara after Krishnadeva Raya. 
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fhe So-called Triangular Strueele for Power 


The death of Krishnadeva Raya and the accession 
of Achyuta Raya to power were not attended by disturbances 
ordinarily attributed to a disputed succession. +} However , 
N. Venkata Ramanayya opines that the succession to the 
thr one was disputed by Achyuta, Ramaraja ad Tirumala 
which developed into a civil war until 1530 AD., when 
Achyuta emerged as the most successful candidate to the 


42 PB, Desai and others differ 


throne of Vijayanagara 
as to the persons involved in this triamgular fight for 
the throne. They were, according to them; (1) Achyuta 
(2) Krishnadevaraya's infant son, whose claim was 
sponsored by his maternal uncle, Huchcha Tirumala and 
(3) Aliya Ramaraya, the son-in-law of Krishnadeveraya. 
Later , Ramaraya supported Achyuta. Tirumala succeeded 
for sometime, but succumbed in the end. This dispute 


is said to have continued for about six years. #9 


The chief source of information for this internal 
strife for power, is Ferishta, the court historian of 
the Bijapur Sultan. His account lacks very sadly any 
sort of epigraphical corroboration. + Sewell attributes 
Nuniz's support of this account, merely because Nuniz 


also mentions the coming of the Bijapur Sultan towards 
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Vijayanagara around the year 1535-36 A.D. and his 
acceptance of huge sums of money as eifte. Sewell has 
wrongly identified the brothers=in-law of King Achyuta 
Raya with two of the three powerful Aravidu brothers 
Rama, Tirumala ad Venkatadri, of whom the first two 
became the two sons-in-law of Krishnadeva Raya, But 
Sewell says, "In such case, however, they would not have 
been actually brothers-in-law of King Achyuta, but of 


his brother, the late Kine. "#6 


This error was however 
set right by N. Venkata Ramanayya, who also took to task 
Fr. Heras for upholding Sewell's wrong identification of 
Achyuta Raya's brothers-in-law, Salakaraju Pedda and 


Cinna Tirumala-deva with Aravidu Remaraja and mirumala. *” 


Moreover, the events connected with the struggle 
for the throne, after the death of Achyuta Raya (1542 A.D.) 
have been brought in here at the begining of his reign 
and that has created unnecessary confusion by the Muslin 
historian Ferishta, whose account closely resembles that 
of Correa‘'s dealing with the affairs of the Kingdom after 


1542 AD 


Ferishta's account suggests that there were, 
besides Achyuta Raya, two other claimants to the throne, 


One of then was apparantly the infant son of Krishnadeva 


Raya, wrongly described by ಸರಸ as an “infant of the 
female line" there being none such both according to 
inscriptions and according to Nuniz. This infant son 

could not have been the son of either of the two Queens 

of Krishnadeva Raya - Tirumala Devi and Chinna Devi, 

whose daughters Tirumalamba and Vengalamba married the 

two Aravidu brothers, Rama Raya and Tirumala respectively. 
For, if it had been so, the Queen Sonoeted would have 

put forward the claim of her son than that of the son-in- 
law. But according to the Annals of Hande Anantapuran, 

the two, queens wanted that Rama Raya should rule the 
Kingdom, assisted by his brother Tirumala, the two sons- 
in-law of the family upon the death of their fathexmin-law 
Krishnadeva Raya. 0 However, no such desires were complied 
with and only the words of the dying monarch were respected 
in making his surviving younger half-brother Achyuta Raya 
ascend the throne EN rule the kingdom of Vijayanagara 


which he 414 ti11 his natural death in 1542 4.0.5. 


The infant's claim put forward by his uncle, 
apparently his maternal uncle figures in Scott's Ferishta 
೩5 "Hoje" Tirumnala Raya while in Briggs, he is called 
"Bhoj" Tirumala. These evidently were corrupt forms 


of the designation "Uche Timma" which appears in Couto, 
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another Portuguese writer as quoted by Sewell in his 
Poreotten Empire.” 


Ferishta assigns the events of his account to 
the year 942 (A.H.) corresponding to the period from July 


ರಿತ 


2, 1535 to June 20, 1536 AD.’ while C, Hayavadana Rao 


assiqms the same to the period between July 2, 1552 to 


June 20; 1536 A.D. 


Obvi ously Sewell is correct. However, 
1t should be mentioned here that the infant son of 
Krishnadeva Raya succumbed to the pangs of death about 

the year 1533 ಸರ and it must have considerably weakened 
the position of either the infant's maternal uncle "Hoje" 
Tirumala Raya or the infant's brother-in-law, Rama Raya. 

It is only in the case of Venkatadri, son of Achyuta Raya, 
that a act of assassination has been noted down. The 
damaged inscription om the Garudamandapam of the 
Chennakesavasvamin temple at Mar kapur, records this family 
orime by stating that Tinma “sinned against his lord." 
While a copper-plate grant of Sadasiva denotes that the 


death of Venkata was much regretted.” 


Therefore, the narrative of Ferxishta although 
located in the reign of Achyuta Raya remarkably refers 
to facts which happened on Achyuta Raya's demise. The 


Muhammadan writers on the whole, have wrought great 


confusion on this period of Vijayanagara history. 


As Achyuta Raya's relations with Rama Raya, 
the Portuguese authorities and the Muslim powers will be 
dealt with later under relevant heads, it is sufficient 
here to note that Achyuta Raya succeeded to the throne 
of Visayincdare after the death of Krishnadeva Raya, and 
ruled the Empire without any interruptions to his supreme 
power ti11 his death in 1542 A.D. There are standing 
evidences in the form of inscriptions issued by Achyuta 
Raya pertaining to every single year of his reiqm period 
(1529-1542 A.D.) which unequivocally proclaim his all- 
embracing power over the Vijayanagara Empire, undaunted 


and unbounded, 


Local Records 


/ 


The Kaifiyat of Penugonda declares that as 
‘Krsnaraya had no male issue, he gave his daughter in 
marriage to Remaraja ; whom he appointed Yuvaraja; but 
at the time of his death, he bequeathed his kingdom to 
Achyuta, the son of his elder brother and nominated 


8 - -._ 59 
Ramaraja as Yuvyaraja. 


That Krishnadeva Raya had no sons is not based 


on facts. He certainly had the pleasure of having a so 
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born in 1518 A.D, named Tirumnala Raya, who was appointed 
as Yuveraia®? amd in whose favour the Emperor Krishnadeva 
Raya abdicated the throne in 1524 A.D. However, Tirumala 
Raya appears to have fallen 111 sometime later and aiea. 51 
There is yet another reference to yet another so of 
Krishnadeva Raya, who was 18 months 01d at the time of 


62 1% 3 


Krishnadeva Raya‘s death as per Nuniz's chronicle. 
true that Krishnadeva Raya gave his daughter Tirumalamba 

in marriage to Aravidu Rama Raya, perhaps recognising the 
latter's ability and the distinguishing services rendered, 

as it is natural with any father having daughters. But 

Rama Raya's appointment as Yuvaraja is highly questionable, 
for the ancient works on polity indicate a decided preference 
to the appointment of the reigning King's eldest son, 
full-brother, half-brother, uncle, a male of the same 
family, daughter ‘s son as the Crow-Prince. 5 Thus , this 
illustrious King Krishnadeva Raya who was well-versed in 
the Dharma Setras, seems to have practised what he learnt 
from the ancient and well-tried principles governing 
polity and statecraft. According to the above passage, 

he first raised his son Tirumala Raya to the throne who 
soon died. Later he nominated his younger half-brother, 
Achyuta Raya as his successor, in the absence of a son 

of age for the throne. ** But at no stage Rama Raya was 


assiqmed the desigmation of Crowm-Prince by Krishnadeva Roa 


X 
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Moreover, this particular Kaifiyat of Penugonda states 
that before Krishnadeva Raya's death, he bequeathed his 
Kingdom, to Achyuta Raya the ‘son of his elder brother.' 
This obviously is a drastic mistake, for Achyuta Raya was 
Krishnadeva Raya's younger nalf-brother. Such confusion 
is often met with, in the village chronicles and Rama 


Raya ‘ses appointment as Yuvaraja was no exception 


Last Years of Krishnadeva Raya's Reim 


Nuniz has stated that the dying monarch 
Krishnadeva Raya nominated his younger half-brother 
Achyuta Raya as his successor; for; he was found to be 
the best fitted for that, tha any of the others. But 
as Nuniz suggested, Achyuta Raya was not confined in 
the fortress at Chandragiri as a prisoner. 56 For, a 
careful study of the inscriptions of the period indicate 
that Achyuta Raya was enjoying all the freedom, to the 
extent of sharing the administration with his brother 
Krishnadeva Raya, towards the end of the latter's rei.” 
Perhaps the reason for this was the failing health of 
Krishnadeva Raya eversince the death of his son and 
Crowm-Prince Tirumala Raya sometine in 1524 AD, as the 
latest inscription of prince Tirumala Raya is dated 
December 10 and 11, 1524 A.D.,°° from which Krishnadeva 
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Raya never recovered. I+ is sti11 a mystery - how exactly 
Prince Tirumala Raya‘'s death came about, whether it was 

am act of assassination with seasoned ideas to grab the 
throne or merely a question of natural death. However, 
Xrishnadeva Raya, who had the ambition of seeing his sm 
reigning the Empire after him, fully lost his balance and 
allowed his younger half-brother, Achyuta Raya to administer 
the Kingdom = thus giving him a splendid opportunity to 
gain the experience and wield the Royal authority over 

the Empire while he was still alive. Thus, it was certainly 
the tragic end of Prince Tirumala Raya that hastened the 


death of Krishnadeva Raya. 0 


From A.D. 1526 onwards inscriptions associate 
Achyuta Raya with supreme sovereieanty. An inscription from 
Kommarapudi Nellore Taluk, Nellore District, dated Wednesday - 
the 15th day of the bright half of the phalguna of the year 
Parthiva, 5 1448 (A.D. 1526) records that Srimen 
Mahamandalesvara Achyutadeva Maharayalu was seated on the 
diamond throne at Vijayenagara. 1 Another inscription dated 
Saxe 1450, Sarvadhari (A.D. 1528) from HoSpete in 
Sidlaghatta Taluk of the Karnataka State refers to Achyuta 
Raya as ruling the Kingdom with imperial titles from 
Vijayanagara. Thus, these inscriptions allow the surmise 


that because of the failing health Kyishnadeva Raya entrusted 
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the reins of his government to Achyuta Raya and that the 
latter ascended the throne of Vijayanagara in reality, 
only after the natural demise of Krishnadeva Raya. 


On the contrary, K. Raghavacharlu, while 
presenting an article on Krishna Raya ~ The Man" in the 
Vi jovyanacara Sex Centenary Volume, wonders whetherg 
Achyuta Raya plotted against Prince Tirumnala Raya to 
seize the throne, for a number of Achyuta Raya's inscriptions, 
in the closing years of Krishna Raya's life, associate him 
with the sovereignty. But Achyuta Raya was never given 
to any such mischief. He enjoyed the complete faith and 
confidence of his elder half-brother, Krishnadeva Raya so 
much as to be entrusted with the government of the Kingdom 
during the period of the ill-health of the latter = who 
could never fully recover from the shock of having lost 
his son, Prince Tirumnala Raya. This dual Kingship is 
indicated in some of the records amd it confirms the 
continuation of Krishnadeva Raya's reiem, with the co-= 
regency of Achyuta Raya. Basing on the Kadaladi Copper 
Plates of Achyuta Raya, dated December 28, 1529 A.D. which 
distinctly state that Krishnadeva Raya was dead, Sewell 
has concluded that Krishnadeva Raya might have died 


sometime between October 27 and December £28, of 1529 AD 
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which is upheld by B. Shiviah in her unpublished thesis. 


However , the Kadaladi Copper Plates of Achyuta ? 
Raya, dated in Gea 1451 Virodhi, Makara, ba, 13, Tuesday 
corresponding to December 28, 1529 A.D. declare that 
Achyuta Raya succeeded Krishnadeva Raya after the natural 


demise of the latter.” 


As the epigraphical evidemce 
confirms the ascendancy of Achyuta Raya to the throne of 
Vijayanagara, only after the natural death of Krishnadeva 
Raya and the dates of the coronations of Achyuta Raya 


being given as October 21, 1529 KE 


ad November 20, 
1529 AD and corroborated by Achyutarayabhyudayam as 
well, it can be surmised that Krishnadeva Raya might have 
breathed his last earlier to October 21, 1529 A.D. and 
definitely not later than this as Sewell tried to establish, 
or not as early as 1526 AD., as shown by N. Venkata 
Remanay ya. 51 Surprisingly enough, at another stage in 
the same work, N. Venkata Rananayya contradicts his own 
view by stating that "Krenaraya died about the middle of 
that year (May-0ctober 1529 A.D.) ಎರಕ However, this 
view of the fact that Krishnadeva Raya died about the 


middle of the year May-0ctober 1529 A.D. may be accepted. 


Statements in the Vyasayogicharitham convey 
that Krishnadeva Raya actually crowed his younger half- 
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brother , Achyuta Raya, and placed him upon the throne 
and prepared himself for his death by appealing to 

Sri vyasaraya 55 This refers perhaps only to the co- 
regency of Achyuta Raya with Krishnadeva Raya from 1526 
A.D, onwards, during the period of the failing health of 
the latter. "Ig is probable," says S.K. Aiyangar in the 
Introduction to R. Sathyanatha Aiyar's book, “that 
Krishna had an attack of serious illness, as we have a 
record of Achyuta, of date 1525, issued from Vijayenagar 
itself. This, combined with a few others in the name of 
his young son of about the same time, indicate a government 


64 But the same learned scholar, 


by regency of some Kind." 
S.K, Aiyangar, basing upon Vyasayogicharitham opines that 
Achyuta Raya ascended the throne with the countenance of 
his brother in A.D. 1529, Krishna dying, perhaps after 
more than a year later.5? Im any case, the epigraphical 
testimony overwhelmingly confirms the accession of Achyuta 
Raya to the throne after the death of his brother 


Krishnadeva Raya. 


It should, however, be noted that posthumous 
records of Krishnadeva Raya have been found, for instance, 
Noe 87 from Srisailam noticed in SIT Vol. XVI. The only 
explanation given for this late date of the Srisailam 
epigraph (March 28, 1530 A.D.) of Krishnadeva Raya would 


be that the news of his death had not reached this remote 


place by that time. 5 


Therefore, the opinion held by Subramanya 
Sastry that Krishnadeva Raya lived on through the year 
1530 A.D. into atleast the first month of 1531 A.D. does 
not hold ೭00೩.5” So also, J, Sturrock who declared that 
Krishna Raya of Vijayanagar having died in 1542; he was 
succeeded: by Sadasiva Raya. 5 There are still a number 
of scholars who assim a wrong date of accession to 
Achyuta Raya. The following are some of them - Sewell 
states that Krishnadeva Raya died in the year 15¥ A.D. 
and was succeeded by Achyuta. 5 N, Venkata Ramanayya 
observes that though Achyuta was ruling as the Emperor 
of Vijayanagara from A.D. 1526 onwards his coronation was 


celebrated in A.D. 1530.5 Rama Rajabhushana Kavi has 
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$i ಪ್ರ ಕಾಂಯ ೫Mo. 1453 CA p.153D 


ಮ ಓಪ್ಪಜಿ೨ ಈ ೦೫ರ ಸಲ್ಲ ಹೆಬ ತ್ರೈ ಶ್ಲಿರಾ೦ುಸಿ 


ನಹ 
ಲ 7? 


t 
(Meaning that Krishnadeva Raya died in saka 1453 (A.D. 


1551) and was succeeded to the throne by Krishnadeva Raya's 


elder brother's son, Achyuta Raya) S.K. Aiyangar observes 


that upon the death of Krishna in 1530, he was succeeded by 
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his surviving brother Achyuta.®? Re Sathyanatha Aiyar 
closely agrees with S.K. Aiyangar md states that in the 


year 1530 A.D. Krishnadeva Raya died and he was succeeded 
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by his younger brother Achyuta Raya. B.A. Saletore 


declared that Achyuta Deva Raya, the brother of Krishna 


Deva Raya the Great, ascended the throne of Vijayaagara 


in A.D. 1530 and ruled till A.D. 1542. In yet another 


book he stated that Achyuta Deva Raya was crowed in 


¢ 
Saka 1452 (A.D. 1530-1) in the temple of Kalahaeti. 5 


It may be stated in conclusion from the above 
arguments, that Emperor Krishnadeva Raya died in the middle 
of the year May-October 1529 A.D. with the consoling 
thought that all was well with his Empire, which was to 
be carried on by his younger half-brother Achyuta Raya in 
1529 A.D. who proved himself to be a worthy successor, not 


withstand ing popular accounts to the contrary 5° 


16. 
17. 
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SECTION 2 $ CORONATION 


It has been observed that Achyuta Raya was not 
the capital Vijayanagara, at the time of the death of 
his brother, Kyishnadeva Raya and he was stationed in the 
Chmdragiri Fort when news reached him of the tragic end 
of the powerful monarch, Krishnadeva Raya. ™ From there, 
he is said to have hastened to Tirupati, according to the 
Achyutarayabhyudayem for the initial formal anointment to 
the throne and to invoke the blessings of Lord Venkateswara.” 
From there, he proceeded to Kalahasti, to worship god 
Kajahasttdvara ana showed his veneration to the temple 
by celebrating his coronation for the second time as per 
the information obtained from inseriptions.® However; this 


coronation at Kalahesti is not mentioned in the Sanskrit 


poem Achyutarayabhyudayam. 


A third and final coronation followed this at 
Vijay anagara with due ceremonies, pomp and grandeur, when 
Achyuta Raya was consecrated as King and Varadambikea as 
Queen-Regnant and their son, Chinna Venkatadri as Crown- 
Prince. This information is gathered from Tirumalamba‘s 
Varadambika azinayan, Rajanatha Dindima's Achyutarayabhyudam 


amd also several insoriptioms.* 
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Having come to the conclusion that Krishnadeva 
Raya died about the middle of 1529 A.D. (May to October), 
the coronations that were celebrated at three different 
places should have succeeded one another and as Tirupati 
ರೆ Kalahasti are within a striking distance, they must 


have preceded the grand coronation at Vijayanagara. 


Thus, Achyuta Raya was crowned thrice as indicated 
in literary and epigraphical sources which also supplement 
and complement one another, The first one at Tirupati, the 
second at Kalahasti and the final me at Vijayanagara - all 
within a period of about a month, October-November of the 
year AD. 1529. 


N. Venkata Ramanayya declares that Achyuta Raya 
was the first King to crown himself on more than one 
occasion.? He seems to be wrong as recent researches 
have brought to light the fact that Krishnadeva Raya as 
well as Saluva Narasimha were crowned twice, Fr. Heras 
depending mly upon Achyutarayabhyudayam states that 
Achyuta Raya was crowned only twice - once at Tirupati 
and then at Vijayanagara. ” While B.A. Saletore slightly 
differs from him and says that Achyuta Raya was crowned 
in the temple at Kalahasti and again at Vijayanagara. He 


even expresses that this is inferred from Rajanatha's 
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Achyutarayabhyudayan.® 1¢ is surprising to note that the 
learned scholar Saletore should say so, because Rajyanatha 
is totally silent about the coronation of Achyuta Raya at 
Kalahasti. However, it has been firmly established now, 
that King Achyuta Raya celebrated his coronation thrice, 
at three different places; Tirupati, Kalahasti and 
Vijayanagara in succession, irrespective of the divergent 


opinions of the scholars. 


Eminent scholars have expressed dubious thoughts 
over this action of Achyuta Raya in celebrating his 
coronation, at places other than the capital and prior to 
it. The doyen of historims K.A. Nilakanta Sastri has 
stated that Achyuta Raya held two coronations on his way 
to Vijayanagara in an attempt to forestall Rama Raya's 
efforts to enthrone another King.” While N. Venkata 
Ramanayya has remarked "It looks as if fearing the 
opposition of his rival in the capital, Acyuta had his 
coronation celebrated in the two holy cities of the empire 


to strengthen his claim to the throne." 


Though the 
remarks passed by these distinguished scholars highly 
disregard and disfigure Achyuta Raya's sincere religious 
sentiments, yet it cannot be denied that it was mere pious 
zeal which encouraged Achyuta Raya to approach these two 


popular deities of the Empire, only to invoke their 
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blessings before he assumed full responsibility of the 
Empire in the formal coronation at Vijayanagara, He is 
found to be deeply devoted to these temples, which does 
not appear tobe anything less than that of Krishnadeva 
Raya. Achyuta Raya‘'s donations for religious purposes 

ao not appear to be in any way less mnamificent ad 

mmen toys of his devotion to these shrines are available 
in large numbers. The popularity of Achyuta Raya in spite 
of the 1illfounded and adverse statements given by many 
scholars is proved by the numerous epigraphs which contain 
liberal grants for the merit of the monarch. Tavanidhi 
Tippana Gauda rebuilt in A.D. 1529 the Ankuravalli village 
in the Chandragutti-Yenthe which Harihara Maharaya had 
granted for the god Srikéntha. This village which had 
gone to ruin, was rechristened as Amritapura and given as 
a gift to the same g0d "in order that there might be a 


secure empire to the Maharaja "- dhiraja Achyuta Raya. "11 


Coronation at Tirupati 


As notified earlier, Achyuta Raya's first coronation 
took place at Tirupati in the presence of 4೦4 Venkatesvara. 
He appears to have come here in the company of his Queen 
Varadambika end their son, Venkatadri from the fortress at 
Chandragiri where he was stationed and had remained there, 


during Krishnadeva Raya's reim and being at a closer 
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distance to the shrine at Tirumala, he frequented his 
visits to worship the Deity and had developed a deep 
attachment to the temple, such as Krishnadeva Raya himself 
had developed in the course of his life. And it is not 
surprising to find him darting to Tirumala rather than 

to the Capital, on hearing the news of his brother's 
death and his succession to the Vijayanagara throne. 
Probably He Dread the sanctity and the serenity of 
the shrine of Lord Venkatesvara particularly upon hearing 
the tragic news of his brother Krishnadeva Raya's demise, 
who would have been, no doubt a fountain of inspiratiom 
and encouragement to Achyuta Raya, and the former's death 
would have been an irreparable personal loss to Achyuta 
Raya. Moreover, the thought of having to bear the 
administration of the Empire solely upon his shoulders, 
would have induced him necessarily to seek first the 
blessings of Lord Venkatesvara. Thus, Achyuta Raya 
ardently desired to get himself anointed to the throne 
initially in the presence of the most popular deity Lord 
Venkatesvara of the Empire, from the water in the divine 
conch held in the hand of the deity. The main source of 
information for this coronation is the contemporary 
literary work - Achyutarayabhyudayam. ™® The date for 
this noble occasion could be taken as the same given for 


the coronation at Kalahasti for there is the possibility 
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of a quick ride from Tirupati to Kalahasti since the 
distance is not much between the two. So Thursday, 
October 21, 1529 A.D. can be assumed as the most probable 
aay, on which Achyuta Raya was anointed to the throne for 


the first time at mirupati. 5 


Second Coronation at Kalahasti 


A go0d number of inscriptions provide the details 
for this grand ceremony of Achyuta Raya's coronation at 
the temple of god Kalahastidvara. On this occasion were 
present with the King Achyuta Raya, his Queen Varadambika 


and their son, Pyince Venkatadri. 


The following inscription written in Nagari 
characters and Kannada language on the West wall of the 
third prakdra of the Kalehestisvara Tenple at Kslahasti, 
Chittoor District dated Seka 1454, Nandana, $7೪ena, ba 10, 
Mendavara, Rohini nakshatra corresponding to A.D. 1532, 
July 27, Saturday, in the reign of Achyutadeva Maharaya, 
records the gifts made by the King on the day of his 
coronation in the year Virodhi, Kartika, ba. 5, corresponding 
to AD. 1529, October 21, Thursday, in the presence of the 
೬೦d Kalahastisvara at Kalahasti of seven and three-fourths 


(72) Villages (named) and the export and import duties from 
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certain specified ports for worship and offerings to the 
£0d on the festival days. The King's birth-star is 


4 
stated to be Marigasirsha. ™* 


Not eworthy among the several 
gifts made to the god at Kalahasti by the King was a book 
called Janachintenani, a sanskrit work by his brother 
Krishnadeva Raya. 5 This obviously indicates the high 
esteem that Achyuta Raya entertained for the 1ate King. 
Probably, he prayed for his blessings as well to emable 

him to administer efficiently the huge Empire, he inherited 
from Krishnadeva Raya. This book, Jnanachintenani was 
presented to the temple in order to be recited before 

the deity daily, as had been done earlier during Krishnadeva 


¢ 
Raya's reim in Saka 1447 at Srirangam. !” 


Preparations for Achyuta Raya's Coronation 
at ERSTE 


As stated earlier, Achyuta Raya was not present 
at the capital during the last days of Krishnadeva Raya 
and had to be brought from Chandragiri, while grand 
preparations were in progress for his coronation. Nuniz 
says that until Achyuta Raya arrived, the Kingdom was in 


118 who has to be 


the charge of the minister ‘Salvanay 
identified with the Saluva Chief, Vira Narasimha. A grant 
from Accarapakkam states that in A.D. 1028-29 Saluva 


Narasimha was the ubhaya - pradheni of the Bmperor. 
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Great was the rejoicing in the City of Vijayanagara 
which was decorated in the beset style for the occasion. 
Rajanatha is the chief source of information regarding 
the nature of preparations for Achyuta Raya's coronatiom 
at the capital city, Vijayanagara. Rajanatha Dindima gives 
an admirable account in lucid style of the decorated city 
on the occasion of the Coronation of Achyuta Raya. 1+ 
ie said that the ‘ladies from the Aratta Country produced 
the best music on the Vina while the Konkana ಕತೆ women 
played expertly over the nrdangas and the sound of their 
kankanzs blended most Ki eS with the mrdanga-Vadya. 
The Kalinga country produced the best mixers of Kasturi 
amd the ladies from the Late aesa in the preparation of 


the sandal paste with kerpura (camphor). The women-folk 


of Virata and Saurashtra desas prepared the best designs 


of tambula karanke or betel-box. The charming ladies 

of the Trjigartas were responsible for the most beautiful 
and colourful display of nengala harathis or rows of 
lights in SrBiritrikes, The best exponents of the art 

of Imitting garlands from among the ladies of the countries 
of Avanti, Kunti and Andhra were also present along with 
the best hair-dreesers from Vidarbha. The princesses of 
the Nepaladesa who had cultivated the special art of 
preparing the most fragrant frankincense were among the 


20 


most talented women invited to the capital, in order to 
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produce the best of everything in an unique style that was 
represented at Vijayansgara during the coronation of 
Achyuta Raya and the consecration of his Queen Varadambika, 
daughter of Salake Raju as Queen-Regnant, and their son, 
Cinna Venkatadri as Crown-Pryince. In spite of the poetic 
fancy, it is clear that the Goronation was celebrated on a 


grand scale at the capital. 


Among the many gifts given to the Brahmnanas on 
the occasion of the Coronation was the gift mom as the 
Suvarnameru by Achyuta Raya! An inscription on the south 


wall of the second PrikAza of the Arulala - Perumal temple 


at Little Conjeevaram, Chingleput District, dated Sake 
1455 Vijaya, Phaleuna, ba. 4, corresponding to A.D. 1534, 
March 4, in the reim of Achyuta Maharaya records that on 
the day of his coronation, the King made a gift of some 
villages (named) to the gods Varadarajasvamni and 
Ekanbarenatha at Kanchi to be equally divided by his 
envoy Saluva Xrishnappa Nayaka. But on hearing that 
salir Krishnappa Nayake made unequal distribution of 
giving more to EXambarenatha than Varadarajasvami the 
King, Achyuta Raya took immediate steps to re-distribute 
the gift - villages equally between the two temples by 


casting lots. I4 also recoré&s that the King went in person 


to Conjeevaram to set it right and the manner of distribution 
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‘of the offerings among the priests and officials of the 


ARSIE Nos. 49 and 50 noticed in 1900 from 
Conjeevaram furnish the data for Achyuta Raya's coronation - 
ie. the Sth tithi of the second half of the solar month 
Vrischika in the Virodhin year, which corresponds to the 
saka year 1452 - AD. 1529 (ARSIB for 1900, para 70). 

The solar month did not coincide with the lunar month 
Kartika, but succeeded it and hence the 5th day of the 
former fell a month later than the 5th day of the latter, 
Thus it works out to be Saturday, the 20th November 

1529 AE which is assigned to the final coronation 
day of Achyuta Raya, held at the capital Vijayanagara. 


Thus, Achyuta Raya ascended the throne of 
Vijayanagara on an auspicious day, along with his queen 
Varadambika and their son, prinde Venkatadri .as Queen- 
Regnant and Crown-=Prince respectively with the joint 
blessings of Vishnu and Siva whom they worshipped at 
Tirupati and at Kalahasti before reaching the capital 
Vijayanagara. By his munificent gifts to temples of 
Siva at Kalahasti and Kanchi, Achyuta Raya proved his 
religious Zeal and catholicity, though his personal 


leanings were in favour of Vishnu ~- of whom he was a 
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sincere devotee, The fact that he respected all sects 

of the Hindu religion alike is testified right at the 
beginning of his reign, during the short period of his 
coronations. Rightly dia Father Heras remark in his book ~ 
The Aravidu Dynasty of Vijayaagara that "The splendour 

of the Vijayanagara Empire that characterised the reign 

of the famous monarch Krishnadeva Raya, and was happily 
maintained by his half-brother and successor Achyuta Raya 
suffered a sudden though brief eflipse at the latter's 


denise. *”# 
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GENEALOGY OF THE TULUVA DYNASTY 


Isvara Nay aka 


4 
‘ 
‘ 


Narasa Nayaka 


Krishnadeva Raya Achyuta Raya _ Ranga 


Vira Narasimha 
(Through Tippamba) (Thr ough Nagamamba) (Through Obamamba) 
1505-1509 A.D, 1509-1529 A.D. 1529-1542 A.D. 
‘ 4 [3 
! 
ಭಾ / 
Tirumala Raya Tirumalamba Vengala Venkatadri Sadasiva 
died 1524 AD. (Through (Through 1542 A.D. 1543-1570 A.D. 
Tirunaladevi) Chinnadevi) 
M. Aravidu M.Aravidu 


Rama Raja Tirumala 
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CHAPTER IV 
ACHYUTA RAYA'S MILITARY CANMPATGNS 
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Chapter IV 


SECTION 1 ;$ DEFENCE AGAINST THE ATTACK OF 
THE GAJAPATI KING, PRATAPARUDRA 


OF ORISSA AND QULI QUTB SHAH OF 
GOLKONDA 


Krishnadeva Raya’'s extensive military campaigns 
enabled the expansion of the Vijayanagara Empire perhaps 
even beyond the river Krishna in the north, and the 
influence of the Vijayanacara Empire reached the great 
principalities on the western, eastern and the southern-~ 
most coast of India and held sway over these provinces, 
But immediately after the death of this powerful monarch, 
the Empire experienced repercussions in the form of 
external attacks from the northemm neighbours such as 
the Gajapati king of Orissa, the Sultan of Golkonda ಯಿ 
the Sultan of Bijapur, who had earlier tasted bitter 
defeats at the hands of Krishnadeva Raya, and now after 
his death, were possessed with a common desire and mad 
fury to recover what they had 108%. Therefore, they 
appear to have made more or less simultaneous attacks 


on the northern frontiers of the Vijayanagara Empire. 


Achyuta Raya having inherited the extensive 
Empire, had to face these external dangers and restore 
peace in the Vijayanagara Empire. He lost no time, in 


f 
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takine necessary action of reprisal against these 
traditional foes. 


| The fact that Achyuta Raya came into conflict 
with the king of Orissa and one or more of the Muslin 
rulers of the Deccan js alluded to in some of the 
early inscriptions of Achyuta Raya himself. An 
epieraph from Urattir, dated Saka 1451 (1529 A.D.) 


records that Achyuta Raya was ‘the conqueror of 0adiya 
forces! and a ‘terror to the mind of the Tulukkars’. 
Yet another lithic record from Elvinasur, Tirukkoyilur 
Taluk in South Arcot Distriét, dated Sake 1453 expired 
Khara (1531 A.D.) calls Achyuta Raya Maharaya, a Saluva 
who bears the biruda ‘the destroyer of the amy of the 
Tulukkar amd oadiyaz'.” In another inscription found 
in the North Arcot district, dated 1531-32 A.D. Achyuta 
Raya is mentioned ‘of having defeated the Muhammadan 
troops and to have planted a pillar of victory in the 


Odyarajya" , i.e, 0rissa. 


These inscriptions voice with one accord that 
Achyuta Raya overcame the king of Orissa and the Muslim 
Sultan at the commencement of his reign. However, a 
glance into the contemporary Telugu literature further 


confirms the above statement. Allasani Peddana, who 
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survived his patron, Krishnadeva Raya, states in biting 
words of sarcasm that the king of Orissa having made 
himself scarce during the time of Krishnadeva Raya, 

now after his death had the audacity to enter Kannada 
(1.6. Karnataka) like a dog that would stealthily 

enter a house whose doors were by chance kept open. * 
Thus Allasani Peddana refers to the Orissan invasion 
soon after the death of Krishnadeva Raya and ridicules 
him for invading Vijayanagara Empire and attributes 

his action to cowardice. The Orissan invasion into 

the countries to the south of the river Krishna, ought 
to have taken place in 1530 A.D. as inferred from 
inscriptions. N. Venkata Ramanayya believes that 

there was no King sitting upon the throne of Vijayanagara 
at the tine of the invasion of the Gajapati.® This is 
totally a wrong assumption ೩5 it has been established 
already that Achyuta Raya succeeded to the throne of 
Vijayanagara in October-November, 1529 A.D. soon after 


the demise of his predecessor Krishnadeva Raya. 


It is not an impossibility to suppose that the 
~Gajapati King Prataparudra, had the assistance of Quli 
Qutb Shah of Golkonda - who according to a Telugu 
inscription dated March 20, 1531 A.D. from Malkapuram 
in the Krishna district reduced Kondapalli and other 
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fortresses by hie prowess.5 N. Venkata Ramanayya 
again is of the opinion that the Sultan of Golkonda 
had to retire discomfited to the north of the river 
Krishna, leaving the much coveted fortress of Kondavidu 
into the possession of Krishnadeva Raya." This is far 
from truth as recent researches have shom, Krishnadeva 
Raya having conquered Kondavidu , Kondapalli, 
Rajamahendravaram, etc. from the Gajapati King, 
Prataparudra of Orissa by June £3, 1515 A.D. and 

the latter two by March 30, 1516 A.D. 


Moreover , the Telugu work Orugallu Rajula 
Yrittantam, attributes the capture of Kondavidu, 
Kondapalli, Inumakonda , Balapakonda , Nagar junakonda 
and other fortresses to Krishnadeva Raya. It further 
says that he conquered Warangal. after defeating the 
Muhammadens «° The Muhammadan in question here was 


10 


Chitaph Khan. The Orugallu Rajula Yrittantamu 


fur ther declares that during Achyuta Raya's reign 


also, Warangal continued to be under nim. 


be ಪಿರ್ರೆಗೆ ಶೌ ಲ ಬ್ರಿಫ್ತಾಲಈೆಸೆಬಲ 
ಸೈ) ಶಾಲಿತು ಲ ನಖಲಯುತೆಗೆರೆಹೊ ಲ! ರಾ ಖೆಲ್ಳಿಸಟ 
ಭಾ A 
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ಮೆ ಟ್ಟು) ಈನ್ಸಿ ಲರೆಪು. ಓಪೆc ಮೌ 
ಸಬೆ? ಸುಂಹ ಮೆರುಯ್ಗೆಗ್ಗಿಲಂ ಇಂಊಂಾತೆ 
ಬಹು ಕಾ(ತ್ರೆ 2೨೦೨ನು ತನ ೦ರ. 
fi ಣೆ 
6 ತ್ಸು 3 ಶೀಲರುಸಿ IE ಸ 
ನ್‌ Aಲಪಈೆನಿ (4ಂ4ೆ ೧5 ಜಿನ. 


Having clarified the fact that Krishnadeva 
Raya conquered the fortresses of Kondavidu and 
Kondapalli from the Gajapati King of Orissa, the 
account of the anonymous historian of Golkonda needs 
to be examined, He records that Quli Qutb Shah of 
Golkonda attacked Kondavidu for non-payment of tribute 
aue to him and took it and built a tower in the middle 
of the fort in commemoration of his victory. 1 While 
N, Venkata Ramanayya assigns 1530 A.D. to this invasion 
of Kondavidu by Quli Qutb Shab, Sewell gives a far- 
off date, viz., 1536 A.D. to the same invasion. 1 


However, no subordinate chief of Golkonda 
was ruling at Kondavidu ever since its capture by 
Krishnadeva Raya from the king of Orissa in 1515 AD. and 
inscriptions fumish the names of various Vijayanagara 


Govemors of Kondavidu in succession 1111 1544 AD 


125 


Hence it appears very strange that a subordinate 
chief at Kondavidu was paying tribute to the Sultan 
of Golkonda, specially when Kondavidu was wrested 
from Prataparudra and not from Quli Qutb Shah in 
1515 A.D. The statement of the anonymous historia 
of Golkonda thus proves fake and untrue and it need 


not be taken seriously. 


However, the possibility of rendering 
assistance to the Gajapati King by Quli Qutb Shah 
against their common enemy, Vijayanagara cannot be 
brushed aside in the light of the Malkapuream 
inscription which records the attempt of Quli Qutb 
Shah to recapture Kondapalli and other places. As 
Kondapalli was previously under the Gajapati King, it 
is quite possible that Prataparudra might have appealed 
to Quli Qutb Shah to help him recapture some of the 
lost fortresses. Moreover, the inscriptions of Achyuta 
Raya , quoted earlier, unequivocally proclaim the 
victory of Achyuta Raya over the combined Orissan 
and Qutb Shahi forces and hence it may well be surmised 
that Achyuta Raya faced the joint attack of the Gajapati 
King Prataparudra of Orissa, and the Sultan, Quli Qutb 
Shah of Golkonda at the very beginning of his reiem, 
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when the northern frontiers of the Vijayanagara 
Empire were attacked round about the year 1530 A.D. 
However, Achyuta Raya emerged victorious in this 
confrontation and the rule of the Gajapatis was 
destined, never to be revived again in the southern 
Telugu Country. 


An inscription from Darsi in Nellore district 
states that Achyuta deva Raya conquered extensively 
and ruled for some years. Further it records that 
"While he was on his way to Vijayanagaram with some 
idols, he chanced to visit Kochcherlakota and was so 
pleased with it and the ancient temple built by 
Gajapatiraju that he also built a temple there and 
set up an image therein, He then went on to 


Vijayanagaren. "7 


This indicates that Achyuta Raya 
was ruling over the Gajapati territories, eversince 


their conquest. 


An incomplete lithic record near the Siva 
temple Vemalurpadu, Sattenapalle taluk, Guntur 
district, dated Sake 1452, Vikriti, Kartika, ‘Su 12, 
corresponding to Wednesday , November 2, 1530 A.D. 
reveals the fact that Achyuta Raya placed one of 
his brothers-in-law in charge of his north-eastern 
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frontier and thus secured the safety of the north- 
eastem frontier after the joint Orissa-Golkonda 
invasion. The inscription further records that Peda 
Tirumalayyadeva Maharaju, great grandson of Lakka- 
raju of Salaka YanSa, grandson of Singgaraju and 

son of Selakaraju had a tank built and a garden 

laid near it and donated both of them to god Gopinatha 
of Velupalem in Kondavidu. It also states that he 

had a mandapa constructed in the garden, installed 
god Hanumanta therein and provided for the worship 

of the god with some gifts, the details of which are 
The donor bears the titles Zumbelagoppe, 
Basavasankara, Yondine-nandalikara- ER Yadavaladara - 


yarshuta - YeSya - bhujanca, Navalaksha - Teluhgula- 
ganda, et 


It was probably on this occasion that Velugoti 
Geni Timma Nayadu distinguished himself, Velupotivari 
Yansivali ES 
destroyed a Muslim infantry which sought to cross the 
frontier, He slew the Muhammadan chiefs, Bhairava 
Khan, Khankhan and Hitya in a battle at Rompicerla and 
seized their territory with the consent of Achyuta 
Raya = who bestowed favours upon him in recognition 


of the services rendered. 1° 
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Thus Achyuta Raya was able to foil 
successfully the attempt of the Gajapati king who 
with the help of the Sultan of Golkonda tried to 


recapture some of his 10st territories, 


15, 


17. 


19. 
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SECTION 2 s THE SOUTHERN CAMPAIGN 


Apart from confronting external attacks, 
Achyuta Raya had to combat and quell the internal 
rebellions as well, which threatened the security 
of the solidarity of the far-off southern regions 
of the Vijayanagara Empire. Contemporary inscriptions 
md the literary work Achyutarayabhyudayam are the 
main sources of information to reconstruct the events 
concerning Achyuta Raya's victorious Southern campaign. 
But Sewell has expressed that only “two inscriptions 
at Conjeevaram, dated respectively in 1522 and 1533, 
imply that at that period King Achyuta reduced the 
country about Tinnevelly; but apparently he was not 
present in person, and nothing further is know 
regarding this expedition." Sewell , Obviously, had 


limited number of sources at his disposal. 


Achyuta Raya's decision to go on a southern 
campaign was triggered, when his minister reported 
to him at the Venkata-Vilasamantapa that one Sellappa 
alias Salvanay of Nuniz or Vira Narasimha Salva 
Dandanayaka of the inscriptions, broke his allegiance 
to the Vijayanagara Emperor and set up the standard of 


rebellion in conjunction with the ruler of Tiruvadi 
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and Tumbicci Nayaka of Paramakudi and also some 
other tributary Kings who had failed to send in 
their usual dues to the Emperor. Achyuta Raya was 
also informed that Sellappa had run away with concealed 
enmity and had taken refuge under the Chera ruler = 
who together had made a war on the Pandyan ruler and 
driven him out of his ancestral territories, This 
ousted Pandyan ruler was now supplicating to Achyuta 
Raya for help and protectim. The minister exhorted 
Achyuta Raya to decide in favour of the imperial 
intervention and protect the helpless Pandyan ruler 


2 14 the 


and reduce to submission the rebel chiefs. 
rebellion in the southern country threatened to assume 
serious proportions, if it was not promptly put dow, 

Achyuta Raya resolved to go on a military campaign in 

person at once and gave orders to his general to make 

arrangements for this march against the rebel chiefs. 

He appointed his brother-in-law, Salakaraja Chinna 


Tirumala-deva as Gommeander-in-chief.5 


The recalcitrant viceroy, Vira Narasimha 
or Sellappa of the Chola country is described in one 
of his records as the son of a Tuluva-Kulaindan Bhattar , 


a Brahman of Gonjeevaran. * 


S.K.Aiyangar has suggested that Vira 
Narasimha rebelled in the very last years of 
Krishnadeva Raya's reiqm and perhaps that was the 
reason which made Kyishnadeva Raya crow Achyuta Raya 
and proceed on the campaign.” However, this is not 
true as a series of inscriptions ranging from 1510 
to 1530 A.D. show that Vira Narasimha was a loyal 
servant of King Krishnadeva Raya. He appears to have 
become Ubhaya-Pradhani of the Emperor and administered 
the Vijayanagara Empire in the interval between the 
death of Kyishnadeva Raya and the coronation of 
Achyuta Raya at Vijayanagara. Further, it may be 
stated here that on behalf of Achyuta Raya, Vira 
Narasimha looked after the interests of the former 
at the capital which is explicitly confirmed by | 


Nuniz.° 


That Sellappa was held in great esteem by 
Achyuta Raya is attested toby an inscription of 
1529 A.D. at Urattur, where Achyuta Raya made a grant 
to the temple of TiruvagattiSvara mugSiyar Tambiran 
for the merit of Sellappar alias Vira Narasinga Nayaka 
Saluva Dandenayakar. This apparently reveals the fact 
that iit Raya, in token of gratitude for the 


services rendered by Saluva Dandanayaka, recorded a 
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grant in favour of his subordinate officer for it 
has been earlier proved that Vira Narasimha Saluva 
Dandanayaka firmly supported the accession of Achyuta 
Raya. That such a staunch supporter of Achyuta Raya 
should have suddenly rebelled against his sovereign, 
whose esteem and regard fetched him a grant for 
religious merit, which was not of a regular norm, 


appears very strange and xequires investigation,” 


The fact that Saluva Dandanayaka alas 
Sellappa remained loyal to Achyuta Raya ti11 1530 A.D. 
is clearly proved by an inscription of Achyuta Raya 
at Palaventingal Chingleput District, dated Saka 
1452, Vikriti; Dakshinayana, Vrischika, su. Paurnani, 
Friday , Krittika, corresponding to Friday, November 4, 
1530 A.D., which falls almost exactly a year after the 


King's coronation which took place on November ©20, 


13s 


1529 AD. at the capital Vijayanagara. Mm this record, 


this chief is referred to as Mahapradhana Sellappa 
Saluva Dandanayaka of Kanchipuram in Tondaxmandalam, 
and as making a donation of the villages Gangainallur 


and Palavantangal as devadana to the temple of Subramanya 


called Seruvidi-Nayinar at Koyampedu for the merit of 


the King. I4¢ would appear from the present record that 


for a year subsequent to the coronation, Sellappa had 


not turned a rebel.? 
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On the testimony of this inscription, the 
commencement of the southern campaigm of Achyuta Raya 
may be assigned to early 1531 A.D. and not to early 
1530 A.D. as presented in the introduction to 


Achyutarayabhyudaya.” 


The reasons that led to the outbreak of 
this rebellion are very obscure, more s0, at the 
sudden transformation of a firm supporter of Achyuta 
Raya into a rebel. N.Venkata Ramanayya attributes 
this sudden change in Saluva Nayaka to Aghyuta Raya's 
acceptance of Rama Raya as his co-regent. This made 
Rama Raya resume the control of the state affairs and 
Saluva Nayaka lose his position as Pyime Minister. 
The consequent loss of power and prestige must have 
enraged Sellappa to such an extent that he retired to 
his province and entered into a conspiracy with 
Tumbicci Nayaka of Paramakudi and the ruler of 


Piruvadi and set up the standard of revolt. 


N Venkata Ramanayya appears closer to the 
truth, provided a major correction is made concerning 
the person, who gradually replaced Saluva Nayaka as 
the Prime Minister. Earlier it has been established 


pa 


in Chapter IIJ, that Aliya Rama Raya at no time enjoyed 
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the powers of co-regency during the reim of Achyuta 
Raya (1529-1542 A.D). And if Saluva Dandanayaka had 
lost most of his power, probably also his ministership, 
it wae certainly due to the influence exerted by the 

two brothers=in-law of Achyuta Raya, namely Salaka Peda 
Tirumaladeva and Salaka Cina Tirumaladeva, who were the 
brothers of the Queen-Regnant , Varadambika. The 
Portuguese chronicler Nuniz also refers to the influence, 
these two brothers-in-law of Achyuta Raya, commanded in 


tne Empire.™ 


Mahimandalesvara Salakaraju Peda Tirumalayyadeva 
Maharaja, the bose Tia of the King is introduced 
in No. 325 of 1940-41 from Kanneluru, Cuddapah District 
as the Vakiti-Sirahpradhini of the King Achyuta Raya. 
Further; the Madras Museum Plates of Achyuta Raya 
testify to the appointment of Salaka Peda Tirumaladeva 
as Pradhana in 1534 A.D. Finally he rose to the position 


15 Tnis lends 


of Sarvasirah pradhana in 1558-39 A.D. 
colour to the view that Salaka Peda Tirumaladeva was 

on the ministerial grade of importance at the Vijayanagara 
couxt during the reign of Achyuta Raya. Further Rajanatha 
Dindima, the contemporary literator, records that 

Achyuta Raya appointed Salaka Cina Tirumaladeva, the 


brother-in-law of the Kinz as the commander-in-~chief 
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and it was he who commanded the Vijayanagara forces 
under the leadership of the King's person.T# Therefore, 
the elevation of the King's brothers-in=law, to posts 

of great prominence in the court of Vijayanagara must 
have caused discontent and enraged Saluva Dandanayaka , 
who naturally took the earliest opportunity to enter 
into an alliance with the Southern governors and 


attempted to overthrow the authority of the Emperor. 


There were other causes of lesser importance 
for the outbreak of this rebellion. Some scholars 
attributed it to the interference of the central 
government in the management of temple properties. 
One of the instances cited here, is that Achyuta Raya 
made the gift of a number of villages ‘on the occasion 
of his coronation* to the temples of Siva and Visenu 
at Conjeevaram. He directed Saluva Nayaka to assim 
the villages to the temples of Varadaraja and 
Ekamranatha equally neither more nor less. But, as 
Saluva Nayaka gave more to Ekamranatha, Achyute Raya 
hearing this, equalised the number of villages by 


effecting a redistribution. 


The identification 
of the above mentioned Saluva Nayaka with Sellappa 
raises certain serious doubts in the lizht of recent 


information given by the Epieraphist in the South 
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Indian Inscriptions Vol. XVI, Here, it is stated that 
King Achyuta Raya directed an envoy, Salufa Krishnappa 
Nayaka to assign the villages equally between the 
temples of Varadaraju and Ekamranatha on the occasion 


of his coronation. !” 


At no place, in the series of 
inscriptions, Sellappa alias Saluvea Vira Narasimha 
Dandanayaka is referred to as Saluva Krishnappa Nayaka 
and hence, it may be surmised that the envoy Salu¥a 
Krishnappa Nayaka is different from Sellappa alias 
Saluva Vira Narasimha Dandanayaka of the inscriptions 


referred to above. 


However, yet another instance on record, 
charges Saluva Vira Narasimha Dandanayaka with exacting 
a tax called dodi from the village of Ti ruppanggidu 
(North Arcot District) though this tax had been exempted 
in favour of the temple there, under the orders of 
Saluva Timma in the preceding feign of Krishnadeva 
Raya. Vira Narasimha obviously was responsible for 
this misappropriation of funds in defiance of the 
King's orders. 15 This was, however, restored to 
the Tiruppanangadu temple by a certain Tipparajar 
Bhogaiyar, the descendant of the Cholas of Uraiyur 
£who could perhaps be identified with Bhogaiyadeva 
Maharaja, the Karttar at Kanchi, as know from the 


{ 
Kanchipuran inscription dated Sgka 14539 7 for the 
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merit of Achyuta Raya as observed from an inscription 
4 
from Tirunamanallur dated Saka 1457, Manmatha 


(1535 A.D.).0 


| Thus, the once powerful minister and 
viceroy Sellappa alias Saluva Vira Narasimha 
Dandanayaka seems to have rebelled and created 
trouble in the Tamil country. And whem he was 
defeated on the battle=field, he fled for protection 


to the Travancore country (Tiruvadi rajyam) .?1 


N. Venkata Ramanayya has identified the 


Tiruvadi ruler with the ruler of Quilon. ** 


I+ is 
aifficult to accept this proposition as inscriptions 
clearly identify the Tiruvadi ruler of Rajanatha 
Dindima with the Travancore king, Udayandrtandavarman .?° 
Tne other main characters such as Tumbicci Nayaka is 
identified with Tumbichchi Nayaka of Paramakkudi in 

the Ramnad district, from where he was dislodged, 
defeated and brought under the Vijayanagara Emperor. 

The Pandyan King, to whose help, Achyuta Raya partly 
took up this campaign is identified with Jatavarman 


{ 
tyibhuvana Chakravartin Srivallabhadeva Konerinmaikonda. *# 


The expedition to the South, which commenced 


early in 1531 A.D. soon reached Chandragiri at the 
head of Achyuta Raya from Vijayanagara. While the 
army was encamped at Chandragiri, Achyuta Raya 
proceeded to Tirupati hills to pay his homage and 
worship the deity Venkateswara, He presented to the 
god two pearl earrings, a Katake, and a padaka to 
adorn the neck and a kirita inlaid with gems. Armed 
with the blessings of this deity for a victorious 
campaign Achyuta Raya proceeded to Kal ashasti to 
worship Kalahastisvara and made liberal grants to 
the god there. From where Achyuta Raya proceeded 
with his troops to Kanchi, and paid homage to the 
god Sri Varadaraja. He had himself weighed in 
pearls and distributed them in charity. While at 
Kanchi, several forest chiefs (Kiratas) waited upon 
him with tribute and presents, Accompanied by then, 
Achyuta Raya proceeded further south and reached 


ArunaSaila - (Tiruvannamalai). After worshipping 


the ‘god Arunacalanatha, he passed on to the districts 


watered by the Kaveri and reached Srirangam where 
Sri ranganatha was worshipped, The Vijayanagara army 
was encamped on the banks of the Kaveri for the time 


being when the commander-in-chief, Salaka Chinna 
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Tirumaladeva, offered to march further down against 
a puny chief like Sellappa and requested that he 
might be entrusted with the expedition. Having 
thus given consent, Achyuta Raya remained at 
Sriragamn, allowing Salaka Chinna Tirumala deva to 
proceed further on the expedition, 


The Salaka Prince, marched past the city 
of Madura and encamped on the banks of Tamraparnl 
from thence he despatched a subordinate officer of 
his to march against Tiruvadi mler, the firm 
supporter of the rebel Sellappa.*? 
according to the literary work Tarakabrahmarajiyam 
this subordinate officer of the Salaka Prince could 
be Nanjarasa Timmarasa for it is said that it was he 
who defeated the Tiruvadi chief and crowned the king 
of the Pandyas and further it states that he was a 
minister of King Achyuta Raya? Perhaps he was 
raised to the rank of a minister as a result of his 
victory over the Tiruvadi, Thus the humble and 
efficient services were often recognised by the 
Vijayanagara royalty. The Tiruvadi ruler, placing 
himself at the head of his army, marched towards the 


northern frontier, and confronted the Vijayanagara 
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In all probability 


troops ‘near the mountains’ where a great battle 

was fought between the two opposing forces. Having 
been thoroughly defeated by the Vijayanagara army, 
the Tiruvadi ruler was obliged to submit-to the 
victorious Vijayanagara General with the remant 

of his tropps and also with the rebel, Vira 
Narasimha, prostrating before the Vijayanagara 
General he acknowledged his owm defeat :and handed 
over to hin, the fugitive chief Vira Narasimha and 
presented several elephants and horses, By this 
time, Salaka Chinna Tirumaladeva appears to have 
reached the' scene of the battle, for it is said 
that he accepted these gifts on behalf of his 
sovereign, Having subdued the rebels, he reinstated 
the Pandya on his ancestral throne and restored the 
lost territories, From there he proceeded to 
Anantasayanan (Trivandrum) to worship Sri Padmanabha 
of the place, From Anantasayanam, Salaka went to 
Setu and bathed in the sea, Finally he rvetumed to | 
the imperial camp at Srirangam, where Achyuta Raya 
was spending "all his time in the company of poets 
and scholars", The Salaka Prince presented before 
Achyuta Raya, the Chera King and other prisoners and 
submitted a report of the successful termination of 
the campaign. The go0d news was received with much 
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satisfaction, and the King ordered the infliction 
of proper punishment on the delinquent ruler and 
ratified the restoration of the Pandya to his 
amcestral dominions. Having thus achieved the 
main purpose of the campaign, Achyuta Raya turned to 
worship Sriranganatha, whom he praised for all the 
good blessings. Proceeding fron Srirangamn, Achyuta 
Raya journeyed by the banks of the Kaveri, reached the 
Konkana country and then marched to Srirangapattaa, 
There he was met by the Tulu chiefs who paid tribute 
and made large presents of money, He then turned 
north and crossing his ow territories, proceeded 
towards the territories of the Hayapati (the Sultan 
of Bijapur) .*” 


The earliest mention of the subjugation of 
the Tiruvadirajya is found recorded in an inseription 
on the eastem wall of the mantapa in front of the 
central shrine of the Granardhanathedvara temple at 
Elavanasir, Pi rukkoyilur Taluk, wherein King Achyuta 
Raya is given the titles of Truvadi Saptangaharana 
Pandyarajye Paripdlana and ISvgra Narasimha ois 
This inscription is dated Saka 1453 Khara, Mina 


Amavasya, Thursday Uttiradhi corresponding to 
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March 7, 1532 AD. It registers a gift to two hamlets 
reconstituted into one village called Tirumalarajapuram 
in the name of Achyuta Raya's brother-in-law 
Tirumalaraja to a certain Varadaraja Bhattar or 
Varadarajya Saraswati Dikshitar of the Bhargava 

gotra and ASvaliyana sutra and a resident of 
Iraivanaraiyur. The gift was made in the presence 

of god Virupaksha on the bank of Tungabhadra, The 
term Tiruvadirajya Saptangaharana (one who took 

away from the Tiruvadi the a consti tuent elements 
of sovereignlty) mst be a biruda assumed to celebrate 


Achyuta Raya's victory over the ler of Tiruvad.*S 


The Kalahasti inscriptions give the dates 
Sunday July 14, 1552 A.D. gnd Saturday July 27, 
1532 A.D. wherein are described Achyuta Raya's 
achievements in the south, 50 The Kanchipuram 
inscriptions however accord Sunday July 28, 1532 ರ್ಯ 
Tuesday May 21, 1532 A.D., 5” Thursday, May 50, 
1582 ೩.೦.55 ಯ 25854 ೩.೫.5 

Therefore, the successful termination of 
the southern campaign should be assigned to eaxly 


1552 A.D. as against the date given by AN.Krishna 
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Aiyangar to about the middle of the second half of 
1551 ೩.೦.5 


The above mentioned inscriptions trace the 
achievements of Achyuta Raya in the South. They 
record that King Achyuta Raya went on war against 
the Tiruvadi ruler, levied tribute from him, brought 
under subjection Tumbichichi Nayaka, and Saluva 
Nayaka and planted a pillar of victory on the banks 
of the Tambraparni after marrying the daughter of 
the Pandyan King. Achyuta Raya is also said to have 
granted amesty (abhayahasta - rayasam) to Rayanaraju 
of Nuggihalli, Malluraju, Venkatadri Nayaka and other 
Palegars of Ummattur who sought his asylun in 
subjection and uplifted the manneyas. Achyuta Raya 
appears to have visited Kanchi along wth the Queen 
Varadadevamma and crow-=Prince, Venkatadri, worshipped 
g0d Varadaraju and performed in the presence of god, 
the Tul apurushadana with pearls, the Hahabhute-chata- 
dama and the Sahasra-godana and gave several jewels 
set with precious stones such as rubies, diamonds, 
emeralds, topaz, sapphires, and lapislazuli and rich 
silk clothes to the deities in addition to endowing 
17 villages with an income of gadyanas 1500 to the 


temple for worship and other various offerings. A 
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royal gift of a conch, a discus, a pair of hands 

and a Vaishnava trident-mark (Trisula) all set with 
Jewels is also recorded, On the occasion of another 
royal visit, paid at a later date in 1534 A.D. the 
Kanchi Kamakshi temple was presented with eight 
villages with the stipulation that part of the 
prasada should be distributed among the Sumangeli- 
Women, . The record on the nozth wall of the second 
prakare of the Virabhadra temple at Lepakshi, 
Hindupur #aluk, Anantapur district is a copy of a 
coppez-plate document of Viresvaradeva and besides 
recording a genealogy and prasasti identical with 
the praSasti in the Unananjari plates of Achyuta Raya, 
also mentions that Achyuta Raya weighed himself 
against pearls in Kanchi in Saka 1455 Nandeana and 
that he made a gift called Kancanameru in Saka 

1456, Vijayasamvatsara, in commemoration of his 
victory. Two other inscriptions add that the queen 
Varadadevi and the crowm-Prince Venkatadri also 
weighed themselves against pearls on the same 


060asion. ಠ್‌ 


The Pandyan king, whose daughter Achyuta 
Raya married at the end of the successful terMination 
of the southern expedition appears to be Srivallabha, 
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This marriage reveals the Pandyam's gratitude in 

retum for the timely help of Achyuta Raya and his 
€ 

desire to ogment the friendship between himself and 


the Vijayanagara Emperor. 


The identity of the chief, such as Rayanaraju 
of Nuggihalli, Mallaraja of Ummattur, Venkatadri 
Nayaka and others who were offered protection by 
King Achyuta Raya cannot be ascertained definitely, 
However, the first of the chiefs mentioned Rayanaraju, 
nothing is know, Nuggihalli his capital has been 
identified with the name of that place in the 
Channarayapatna Taluk of the Hassan district. 5ರ 


An inscription dated 1532 A.D. refers to a 
chief called Mallaraja of the Ummattur Kingdom, who 
was the son of Hahamandaledvara Viraraja Magaparaja 
ad he bore the titles of the hunter of elephants 
( gajabentekara), emperor of the dagger (genanka 
ChakreSvara), exulting in musk (javadi Ko1ahala) 
Slaughterer in war with Kings (arasank sunegara) 
and a Hanuman in crushing enemies (pesali Hanuman). 
These titles were associated with Ummattur chiefs 


and it seems fair enough to infer that Mallaraja 
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aisplaced his predecessor, Nanjaraja with the aid 


of Achyuta Raya. 59 


Venkatadri Nayaka could be the same as the 
Mahanayakacharya Venkatadri Nayaka, who was ruling 
"Penugonda-Marjavadi-sima' as a subordinate of 


Achyuta Raya in 1540 A.D.*° 


From the above given account, it is obvious 
that Achyuta Raya's expedition against his rebellious 
chieftains proved a tremendous success and the King 
had the satisfaction of having done his best in 
bringing back to the imperial-f01d, the whole of 
the south and the west, It speaks well of the 
valour of the Vijayanagara amy as well as Fi 
personal interest show by Achyuta Raya in putting 
down the rebellious elements at the earliest - who 
thus secured the safety and integrity of the vast 
Vi Jayanagara Empire without any loss of time, 
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SECTION 3 s THE BTJAPUR CAMPAIGN 


Before examining the details of the Bijapur 
campaign of Kine Achyuta Raya, mention must be made of 
the loss of Raichur and Mudgal «= ‘the bone of contention’ 
between Vijayanagara and the Bijapur Kingdoms, about 
1530 A.D. This happened when Aghyuta Raya's attention 
was diverted in combating the combined Gajapati and 
Golkonda forces and foiling their unified attempt to 
break the extensive Vijayanagara Empire. 

Upon the death of Krishmnadeva Raya, the 
neighbouring enemies attempted to renew their attacks 
om the Vijayanagara Kingdom and retrieve their lost 
provinces. Ismail Adil Shah of Bijapur was relieved 
and delighted on hearing the news of Krishmadeva Raya's 
demise and he was naturally anxious to regain the rich 
Raichur Doab.! He found his opportunity when Achyuta 
Raya was busily involved in driving back the united 


Gajapati and Golkonda forces.” 


Taking advantage of Achyuta Raya's engagement 
elsewhere, Ismail Adil Shah marched his army against 
Raichur in the company of Alla-ud-din Imad Shah of 


Berar and Ameer Bareed of Bidar with their forces. 
They were able to realise their intentions, for, both 
Raichur and Mudgal surrendered after a siege of three 
months. Ferishta says that these were brought into 
the Muslim-fold after having been in the possession 
of the Vijayanagara Emperor for 17 years. 


Here, it may be emphasised that the enemies 
of the Vijayanagara Empire always combined and attacked 
Achyuta Raya. In the present context, the combined 
forces of the Sultans of Bijapur, Berar and Bidar had 
to rally against one single contingency of the 
Vijayanagara Empire for three months in order to 
reduce the fortresses of Raichur and Nudgal. Certainly, 
this denotes the sad awareness of their individual 
weakness which naturally drove them to combine forces 
before launching an attack upon the ‘impregnable 


Vijayanagara forces. 


Moreover, Ferishta is wrong in saying that 
the infidels, (Vijayanagara rulers) held the fortresses 
of Raichur and Mudgal for seventeen years, when they 
were wrested by Ismail Adil Shah and his associates. 

N. Venkata Ramanayya also supports the view of Ferishta 


and states that Achyuta Raya lost (Raichur and Mudgal) 


what his brother had acquired with considerable 


trouble some seventeen years ೩೭೦ 


Recent researches on Krishnadeva Raya have 
established the fact that Kriehnadeva Raya left 
Vijayanagara for the Raichur doab in February 
1520 AD ad conquered it by April 8, 1521 Ai” 

If Ismail Adil Shah were to have retaken 
Raichur ula Mudgal in 1530 A.D. having lost them 
previously to Krishnadeva Raya in 1521 A.D. the 
interval between the two occasions is only 9 years. 
Therefore, the statement of Ferishta is ill-based and 
80 too, its acceptance by N. Venkata Ramanayya. 
Because the interval between the ‘loss’ and ‘regain’, 
of Raichur by Ismail Adil Shah is only 9 years and 
definitely not 17 years. 


However, Achyuta Raya wae determined to 
recover the territories of Raichur and Mudgal at an 
appropriate moment, strictly following the example of 
his predecessor Krishnadeva Raya. For, it is stated 
in the contemporary literary work Achyutarayabhyudayam 
that Achyuta Raya crossed his ow dominios from 


Srirangapattanam and gradually reached the territory 


of the Sultan of Bijapur.® 


But in fact, the invasion of Bijapur did 
not take place until 1534 A.D., for Aghyuta Raya 
occupied himself with religious activities after the 


successful termination of his southern campaign. 


\ From inscriptions it is clear that Achyuta 
[4 
Raya was worshipping in the Gramardhanathesvara temple 
at Elavinasar, Tirukkoyilur Taluk, South Arcot District 


om March 7, 1532 A.D. and at Kanchi in May 1552 A.D. 


Ll 


and at the begining of July 1532 A.D. From there, 


he proceeded to Kalahasti about the end of July 


1552 A.D. 


It is quite likely that he marched 
; further and camped at the Chandragiri fort, for he 
was worshipping Lord Venkatesvara in Tirupati on 


January 51, 1553 A.D.1 


"On this occasion of his visit to 
Tiruvenkatamudaiyan along with his queen Varadambika 
and crown - Prince Venkatadri, he performed the 
mahadanas kopila 8ಬ; svarnavarsham (suvarnameru 
kanchanameru , or EE and presented to god 


Venkateswara a big kapha (garment for the body) fully 
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decked with pearls, rubies, emeralds and diamonds, 


four yonvalaiyam (bahu-valaiyan) , a pair of uchchippu 
set with pi for the head; a Kuttam ornamented with 
diamonds for the top of the ಮ a long string of 
pearls and other jewels consisting of differently 
shaped g01d beads and nuts. At this time, Achyuta 
Raya also performed the grchana himself for Sri 
Venkateswara while the archaka recited the Sryinivasa-= 


Sahasrandna." 1% 


This visit of Achyuta Raya to the Tirupati 
Temple (January 31, 1533 A.D.) took place after nearly 
a year since the successful termination of the Southern 


Campaign and a year ahead of his Bijapur Invasion. 


Achyuta Raya appears to have reached his 
capital by the end of Febmary 1533 A.D. as testified 
to by a Copper-Plate charter to Balaraja (saa 1455 
Nandana, Pusya Makara Sankramana, uttarasadha) 
sanctioning the grant of Rolinjavadi agrahara to the 


Brahnenas.!? 


Thus , the above account clearly indicates 


that King Achyuta Raya was on a pilgrimage on his 


1 


return from the victorious Southern Campaign and 
gradually reached and resided at his capital 
Vijayanagara, before embarking upon an invasion of 


Bijapur. 


The main sources of information for this 
invasion are Rajanatha’'s Ach tarayabhyude am, Barros’! 
accomt and epigraphs. Ferishta is slyly silent, 
perhaps as there is nothing to gloat about, from the 
side of the Bijapur court. 


An inscription dated Saka 1456, Manmatha 
(1534 A.D.) from Lakshminarasimha Temple at Sevallimedu, 
Conjeevaram taluk,Chingleput district, records that 
King Achyuta Raya made a grant of a land for the 
maintenance of a Brahmana, who had to recite the 
Vedas in the Obalesvara Temple at Obachchi-amman- 
Samuydram. The grant was made by the King on the 
banks of the river Krishna for the merit of his mother 
Obachchi-amnen (Obambika) .® Achyuta Raya's visit to 
Bezwada and his bathing in the Krishna river there, 
are also mentioned in the Achyutarayabhyudayam, Canto 
X7.? Further, due to the loss of Raichur and Mudgal 
in 1530 A.D. river Krishna could not have constituted 


the northem boundary of the Vijayanagara Empire. 


1) 


Hence, Achyuta Raya's presence on the banks of the 
river Krishna in 1534 A.D. only indicates his invasion 


of the Bijapur territory. 


However , learned scholars P.B.Desai,; Srinivas 
Ritti and B.R.Gopal wrongly associate the visit of 
AchyutaRaya to Vijayawada with another context. They 
state that "Achyuta hurled back the invasion of the 
Gajapati and foiled the move of Qutub Shah to capture 
Kondavidu. Achyuta advanced as far as Vijaya¥ada to 


stop the aggressions of these enemies." 


This statement requires ‘careful examination, 
Firstly, Achyuta Raya need not have gone as far as 
Vijayawada or Bezwada to stop his enemies’ capturing 
Kondavidu. Because Kondavidu is situated several miles 
South of the river Krishna. * The scholars obviously 
have not taken the geographical location of Kondavidu 


into consideration, 


Secondly , the visit to Vijayawada took place 
in the year 1534 A.D. whereas Aghyuta Raya‘'s victory 
over his enemies - Gajapati King of Orissa and Quli 
Qutb Shah of Golkonda is assigned to 1530 A.D. Does not 


this indicate inconsistency in the statement made above? 
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King Achyuta Raya obviously was biding for an 
opportune moment to launch his attack on the Adil Shah 
of Bijapur with relentless determination. The time 
was indeed very well chosen for launching an expedition 
against Bijapur by Achyuta Raya which reflects his 
practical sagacity and shrewd aggressive policy, in 
making the best of the situation. For, when Achyuta 
Raya chose to invade in 1534 A.D. the Bijapur country 
was throw into utter confusion, This was so because, 
Ismail Adil Shah's death in 1534 A.D. left the Bijapur 
throne to his unpopular son Mallu Adil Shah against 
whom the most powerful officer of Bijapur, who was 
appointed as the Protector of the Kingdom by Ismail 
‘Adil Shah, namely Asad Khan Lary; harboured resentments 


21 


and retired to his jagir at Belgaum. Soon a general 


rebellion was staged against Mallu Adil Shah , perhaps 
at the instance of the notorious Asad Khan ILary”” - 
which totally upset the balance of power in the Kingdom 
of Bijapur and turned the atmosphere into one of 
hostility, dissension, and dissatisfaction that proved 
disastrous to the interests of the Bijapur Kingdom. 
However, that happened to be the typical situation 
Achyuta Raya was waiting for, and he seized thie 
opportunity to exploit the prevalent chaotic conditions 


in Bijapur to his own advantage. To make matters worse 


1 


7 


for Mallu Adil Shah, the Portuguese also tried to 
create trouble in their anxiety to seize the mainland, 


opposite G0೩. ರ 


Rajanatha and Barros furnish the detajls of 
the Bijapur Invasion of Achyuta Raya. Sultan Mallu 
Adil Shah thus found himself in a helpless condition. 
He hed to confront treachery from within (i.e. the 
resentment and intrigues of Asad Khan and the nobility 
that rose up in rebellion at Asad Khan‘s instigation) 
and invasion from outside (i.e. Achyuta Raya's attack 
as well as the seizure of a few places near Goa by the 
Portuguese). Finding himself in A grave situation, 
Yallu Adil Shah summoned Asad Khen to the Bijapur 
court, suspecting his complicity with the rebels. 

a khan chose to disobey the royal command, 
craftily replying that he had done with the affairs of 
this life and proposed to go and die at Mecca. Instead, 
Asad Khan tried to do the worst for Mallu Adil Shah , by 
writing and inviting Nuno Da Cunha, the Portuguese 
Governor to take possession of certain tracts on the 
mainland in which the Portuguese were greatly interested. 
Asad Khan also brought to the notice of the Portuguese 
Governor that Mallu Adil Shah was powerless and could 


not defend himself against the Vijayanagara army. 
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Accordingly , the lands were seized by Da Cunha. Not 
stopping with this treachery, Asad Khan now began to 
es with the Emperor Achyuta Raya of Vijayanagara, 
who invited him to visit his capital during the great 
Mahanavami celebrations. Asad Khan promptly accepted 
the invitation and went to Vijayanagara, accompanied 
by a host of 13,000 men and 200 elephants. He was 
warmly received by Achyuta Raya who presented him with 
two towns —- "Tunge and Turugel", Asad Khan, being 
wicked at heart, put on a show of sincere gratitude, 
promised Achyuta Raya that he would never join his 
master, Mallu Adil Shah , but would remain loyal to 
Vijayanagara. Achyuta Raya also fondly hoped for his 
‘aid against the Sultan, in subduing him. 


The Vijayanagara army soon moved northwards 
in the company of Asad Khan and his men, and entering 
the Bijapur territory, laid siege toa fort, whose 
name is not mentioned by Rajanatha. Although it was 
heavily le the besiegers were able to capture 
it. The victorious Vijayanagara army brought havoc 
upon the Bijapur territory, burning cities and 
dismantling forts. Mallu Adil Shah, who was no 


doubt enraged at these outrages, assembled his troops, 
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: moved towards the Vijayanagara army and encamped at a 
place, 36 miles away from the Vijayanagara troops. He 
then addressed a letter to Achyuta Raya asking him to 
ede his "recalcitrant Slave" Asad Khan. Achyuta 
Raya showed the letter to Asad Khan, who once again 
vainly promised to remain faithful to Vijayanagara, 

But in secret, he opened negotiations with Mallu Adil 
Shah, which was keenly observed by Achyuta Raya. Meanwhile, 
both the armies of Vijayanagara and Bijapur marched 
towards Raichur - Achyuta Raya with the intention of 
retaking the fort of Raichur and Mallu Adil Shah, to 
prevent his foe from capturing the place. Achyuta Raya 
made an unsuccessful attempt to capture Asad Khan, who 
shrewdly managed to escape and join the Sultan of 
Bijapur. In the meantime, the two armies clashed 

ith each other, somewhere in the neighbourhood of 

the Raichur fort, and a fierce battle took place, 

which resulted in the complete defeat of the Muslim 
forces and the flight of Mallu Adil Shah. Achyuta Raya 
then captured several horses and elephants of the enemy 
forces, lay encamped on the southern bank of the river 
Krishna and kept a close watch upon the movements of 
the Adil Shah, who was gathering fresh troops on the 
opposite bank. 


The war, however, was brought to an abrupt 
end, for; Mallu Adil Shah suddenly abandoned the 
idea of continuing the struggle owing to the 
treacherous conduct of Asad Khan, who was secretly 
conspiring with the Sultan's younger brother Ibrahim 
Aail Shah, to dethrone him, Hence he decided to sue 
for peace with his foreigm foe Achyuta Raya - which 
he considered highly advisable, under the miserable 
cir cumstances. He crossed the river on horseback 
and reached the Vijayanagara camp, where he net 
Achyuta Raya and saluted him in the characteristic 
Muhammadan fashion, simifying submission, and 
accepting defeat at the hands of the Vijayanagara 
monarch. Thereupon, Achyuta Raya accepted his 
allegiance by consenting to the conclusion of a 
treaty between Bijapur and Vijayanagara. ** Barros 
clearly states that according to the peace treaty, 
the Muhammadans retained Raichur but gave up some 
other territory. Rajanatha on the other hand is 
also silent regarding Raichur, for, he mentions only 
the submission of Mallu Adil Shah and Achyuta Raye's 


acceptance of his alleciance.?° 


Perhaps , Achyuta Raya gave more prominence to 


the virtual submission and subjugation of the Bijapur 
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Sultan to Vijayanagara, than the possession of the 
‘Raichur fort. It is, however, asserted by N. Venkata 


Ramanayya that Achyuta Raya 4id capture Raichur®” 


and that it remained with him till 1538-39 A.D. 


He seems to have based his assertion upon 
Nuniz's chronicle where he briefly describes the terms 
of the treaty of a later date. According to which, 
Adil Shah of Bijapur appears to have asked the King 
of Vijayanagara to "yield up to him the city of Rachol 
which the King Crisnarao had taken from hin", 


This statement of Nuniz implies that Raichur 
remained with Vijayanagara from the time it was ceded 
to Krishnadeva Raya in 1521 A.D. t111 this supposed 
treaty in 1538-9 A.D. But this was not really the 
trend of events. As has been accounted above, Raichur 


and Mudgal were lost to Vijayanagara in 1530 A.D. 


Moreover, as the possibility of an invasion 
of Bijapur upon the city of Vijayanagara, as alluded 
to by Nuniz, in the reign of Aghyuta Raya has been 
totally refuted in Chapter V Section 1 of this thesis; 
thus N. Venkata Ramanayya's assumption becomes 


meaningless. More importance should be given, however, 
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to the trustworthy accounts of Rajanatha and Barros, 


the Portuguese historian. 


The expedition which was undertaken by Achyuta 
Raya in 1554 A.D. came to a successful close in the 
following year-early 1535 AD. Barros also states 


that ‘these events took place before A.D. 1556',50 


Scholars like N. Venkata Ramnanayya and ©, 
Hayavadana Rao heave differed in identifying the Adil 
Shah of Bijapur, who was involved in a war with Achyuta 
Raya in 1534-55 A.D. 


Though N. Venkata Ramanayya rightly recogises 
the Bijapur Sultan as Mallu Adil Shah, yet while 
correcting the conjecture of Sewell, he commits a 
blunder, for, he states - "Sewell sailed wrongly 
that the name of the Sultan was Ismail, but Ismail 
did not ascend the throne until the latter half of 


AD. 1555",51 


It is true that Sewell was wrong in surmising 
and associating Tsmail Adil Shah, with the Sultan, who 
fought against Achyuta Raya and was defeated in 
1534-35 A.D. But surely Ismail was not the one, who 
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"did not ascend the throne until the latter half of 
A.D. 15251. Because Ismail Adil Shah died on Thursday, 
August 13, 1534 A.D., having contracted a fever while 
besieging a fortress belonging to the Qutb Shah of 
Golkonda, He was succeeded by his son Mallu. 5 WN, 
Venkata Ramanayya gives the date of Ismajil‘'s death as 


27th August, 1554.5೦ 


Briggs assigns yet another date - 
September 6, 1534 A.D. for the death of Ismail Adil 
Shah. 5# However, they &11 agree that it wae in 1534 


A.D. with the difference of a few days. 


It was Tbrehim Adil Shah, yet another son of 
Temail Adil Shah, ‘who did not ascend the throne until 
the latter half of A.D. 1535', For, it is said by 
Ferishta that Sultan Mallu Aa11 Shah was deposed after 
a short reign of 6 months and was seized and blinded 
by the orders of his grandmother, It was then that 
nis immediate younger brother Ibrahim Adil Shah was 


raised to the throne in the year 1525 Es 


While such is the testimony established, C. 
Hayavadana Rao identifies the Sultan with Tbrahim Adil 
Shah, instead of Mallu Adil Shah and even quotes Barros 


wrongly "Barros seems correct in referring it (Bijapur 
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invasion) to 1536 A.D." Whereas Barros had actually 


stated that "These events took place before A.D. 1556", 57 


Both N. Venkata Ramanayya and C. Hayavadana 


Rao have made wrong statements. 


According to Achyutarayabhyudayam, Achyuta 
Raya's return to Vijayanagara, after the successful 
conclusion of the Bijapur invasion, was treated as a 
festival at the capital. Canto XII gives an admirable 
picture, describing how the ladies of the city of 
Vijayanagara welcomed the triunphant King, Achyuta 


Raya. 5ರ 


With the triunphant entry of Achyuta Raya into 
his capital and the grand reception he was accorded by 


nis subjects, Rajanatha ends his Kavye Achyutaraya- 
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SECTION 4 : THE GUTTI CAMPAIGN 

Fhe recalcitrance of the feudatory chief 
of Gutti was one of the events that seriously 
threatened the internal solidarity of the Emire 
during Achyuta Raya's reign. 


According to the Keifiyat of Mutyalpadu, 
[4 
Achyuta Raya led an expedition in Sgka 1457, Mannmatha 


(1535. - A.D.) against Gutti where a certain chief 
called Timma Nayaka or Timma Nayadu rose in rebellion 
and defied the imperial authority. The royal army 
soon reached Gutti, with a host of officers along 
with their retainers, Ahobalapati Nayadu, who joined 
the royal expedition is particularly mentioned, The 
Gutti fort was surrounded and its defénders were 
attacked vigorously. Ahobalapati Nayadu with his 

men crept over the wall and hoisted his flag on one 
of the towers, Encouraged by his example, the troops 
scaled the walls on 411 sides and entered the fort 
which soon fell into their hands. The imperial 

army appears to have been under the command of 
Salataraju Tirumala,) who entered the fort through 

a breach which was effected in one of its walls and 


forced the defenders to surrender.” 
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A lithic record from Timmaraja temple at 
Betapalle, Gooty taluk, Anantapur district dated 
Sake 1457, Manmatha, Ashadha, Su 12, Saturday 
corresponding to June 12, 1535 A.D. mentions 
Salakaraju Peda Tirumalaraju, while recording a 
grant to god Tirumaladeva of Betapalle.? Since the 
inscription by chance refers to Salakaraju Peda 
Ti rumala, near about Gutti, in the very Same year 
1535 A.D. when Achyuta Raya 16d an expedition against 
the feudatory chief of Gutti, it is quite possible 
that the brother-in-law of Achyuta Raya, namely Salaka 
Peda Tirumaladeva assisted the King in quelling the 
rebellion by commanding the imperial army. Ahobalapati 
Nayadu, who was a courtier and probably one of the 
subordinate officers, distinguished himself in this 
expedition and this fact explains of him being 
mentioned in particular, in the Kaifivyat of 
Mutyalapadu. 


Further, the Kaifiyat records that King 
Achyuta Raya, who was greatly pleased by the victory, 
Summoned Ahobalapati to his presence and granted to 
him as a reward for his meritorious services, the 


right of policing the whole of the Gutti-simng., But 
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Ahobalapati was not satisfied with what he was 
endowed, that he boldly requested King Achyuta Raya 
to grant him the rights and privileges enjoyed by 
his ancestors, Achyuta Raya, go0d=heartedly 
acceded to the request and bestowed upon him the 
titles and privileges of his fore-fathers, In 
addition to this, the Emperor granted him the right 
of collecting mannekavali in the gimas of Gutt, 


Cangalamarri, Ahobalam, Kandukuru, Dampur, 
Jambulamadaka, Gandikota and Sirivolla at the rate 
of 10 gg in every 100 gg and a manya of 2 tums in 


every pyutti of land. “ 
Pa? 


Thus, the Vijayanagara rulers often granted 
not only lands and high sounding birudas to persons 
of distinction, but also gave them certain coveted 


privileges and insignia of honour, 


King Achyuta Raya appears to have paid a 
visit to Tirupati after reducing the Gutti fort, to 
worship Lord VYenkatesvara. He was present in Tirupati 
on December 26, 1535 A.D. when "he instituted two new 
festivals, viz.,, the Lakshmidevi Mahotsavam to be 


celebrated for Tiruvenkatamdaiyan and Alaimelmanga 


171 


Nachchiyar for five days, and the Punarvasu Tirunal 
for Raghunathan (Sri Rama) Nachchiyar (Sita Devi) 
and Ilaiya-Perumal (Lakshmana) on each of the 135 days 
of the Pungrvasu star occurring in the year, However, 
Queen Varadambika and crowm-Prince Venkatadri do not 
appear to have followed the King on this visit but 

he was accompanied by some of his officers on this 
occasion. They were Ramabhattarayan, Rayasam 
Ramachandra Dikshita, Malaiyapparayyan, Adaippam 
Rukminiamman, Adaippam Parmadamman and Saluva 
Timmarasa Each one of these officers made donations 


and grants separately. 


Thus, Achyuta Raya acquired stupendous 
success against the recalcitrant viceroy of Gutti, 
by personally marching against him - which was 
undertaken in the year 1535 A.D. King Achyuta Raya 
was certainly no coward, though Nuniz calls him one, 
for, he proved his mettle in many a battle ~ both 
against foreign neighbours and his rebellious 
subordinates. It is no doubt a clear indication 
that King Achyuta Raya, struggled hard with a 
determined effort, to retain the extensive Empire 


that he inherited as one single unit, within the 
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limits of its safety, security, solidarity and 
integrity of the Empire. 
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SECTION 5 ; THE CONQUEST OF CEYLON 


An incomplete lithic record from Griddaluru, 
dated Sunday, the 30th of the dark half of Pushya of 
the year Vilambi corresponding to Sake 1460 (A.D. 1538-39) 
records that Sriman Mahamendalesvara Raja Raja- 
Paramesvara Sri Achyutadeva Maharaja was ruling the 
Kingdom of the earth as conqueror of the cardinal 


points. 


It has been rightly observed by B.A.Saletore 
that the influence of Vijayanagara in the days of 
Achyuta Raya, reached the great principalities on the 
Western and Southern = most coast of India, Calicut, 
Cochin and Travancore. Nuniz states that even the 
rulers of Ceylon,” Pegu and Tenasserim paid tribute to 
the Hindu Emperor.” There seems to be noc exaggeration 
in the above statements, as there is enough of 


inscriptiomal evidence confirming the same, atleast 


as far as Ceylon is concerned. 


4 
An epieraph dated Saka 1461 (1539 A.D.) found 


in the Hajagopala Perumal Temple at Tanjore clearly 
registers that King Achyuta Raya conquered Tam 

(i.e. Ceylon) .° This ampeare quite a possibility as 
the affairs in the Island of Ceylon were favourable 


for foreign intervention, for there existed miserable 
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disturbed conditions and chaos for as long a period 

as 1521 to 1539 A.D. The Island during this period 
was divided into three different parts, under the 
leadership of the three brothers - Mayadunne, Rayigam 
Bandara and Bhuvanaika Bahu. The first received the 
province of Sabaragamuva, the second the Wallawitti 
amd the third, the Galle and Kalattura districts. 
Bhuvanaika Bahu had also possessed the sea-ports. 
There was yet another independent ruler over the 
hill-country and it may not be far wrong in supposing 
that there were perpetual conflicts between one another, 
while the neighbouring foreign powers like the Zamorin 
of Calicut ಕಿ the Portuguese of Goa, espoused as 
allies of the contending parties, thus adding fuel 

to the fire. The Portuguese who were involved in the 
political affairs of Ceylon adopted the cause of 
Bhuvanaika Bahu. There is nothing improbable, in the 
highly efficient and capable Generals of Achyuta Raya 
intervening in the internal affairs of the Ceylonese 
rulers, in attempting to get some control over the 


Island of Ceylon.* 


Another record from Ennayiram in the South 
Arcot district, also dated in 1539 A.D. states that 


Achyuta Raya exacted tribute from Geylon.? The 
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inscriptions that are quoted above have such a 
convincing appearance of truth about them, that it 

is highly probable that an expedition was undertaken 

to Ceylon, taking advantage of the prevailing disturbed 
conditions , during the time of King Achyuta Raya. The 
expedition apparently ended in ಸ, ಕSOSEE for, Achyuta 
Raya levied tribute. 


Thus seems to have ended the brilliant military 
career of Achyuta Raya, with the military success in 
Ceylon in 1539 A.D. He indeed worked hard to achieve 
martial success at every stage and valiantly maintained 
the Vijayanagara Empire as a great military power, He 
often led the battles in person and encouraged his 
forces by nis royal presence and valour. He was in 
this respect, truly a worthy successor of Krishnadeva 


Raya. 


Just as it is stated in one of his inscription 
dated Sake 1454, Khara corresponding to 1052 A.D. from 
Puvalaitkudi in the Puddukkottai, the Vijayanagara King 
Vira Pratapa Achyuta Raya "was pleased to take every 
country". ” -—- It was certainly the case with hin, a 
truly brilliant leader of his armed forces, who steadily 


steered his troops to stupendous victory even under odd 


circumstances. 
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CHAPTER V 


ACHYUTA RAYA'S DIPLOMACY 


1739 


Chapter V 
SECTION 1; ACHYUTA RAYA - RAMA RAYA RELATIONS 


It isa mown fact that Rama Raya was the son- 
in-law of Krishnadeva Raya, the predecessor and elder 
half-brother of Achyuta Raya. Rama Raya, though belonging 
to the Aravidu family was thus related to the reigning 
Tuluva dynasty ty marriage. He appears to have been a 
highly ambitious general with no scruples when it was a 
question of obtaining power. He made himself exceptimally 
prominent , by taking an active part in the affairs of the 
Vijayanagara Empire, after the demise of Achyuta Raya and 
cont inued so, ti11 the rout of the Vijayanagara forces and 
his owm ruin and death in the battle of Rakkasatangadi in 
1565 AD. However, as some scholars have expressed that 
he involved himself in the affairs of the kingdom during 
the reim of Achyuta Raya, it becomes necessary here to 
trace the relations between the reigning Emperor Achyuta 
Raya and his half-brother 's son-in-law, Rama Raya. 


N. Venkata Ramanayya, while discussing the 
relations between Achyuta Raya and Rama Raya, has 
chivalrously espoused the cause of Rama Raya by saying 


that he imprisoned King Acluyuta Raya, became the ruler 
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of Vijayanacara Empire and later stepped down with the 
intervention of Ibrahim Adil Shah of Bijapur. The 
learned scholar appears to have strictly followed the 
accounts of Ferishta and Nuniz = who actually offer 
conflicting evidence. It is pretty evident that each 
dhronicler acquired his knowledge from stories transmitted 
from mouth to mouth, and ld a disfizgured account 
in the end. K.A,. Nilakanta Sastri also supports the 
view of N. Venkata Ramenayya, basing upon Ferishta, in 
his History of South India - pages 286-287. It should 
be mentioned here that Ferishta never refers to Achyuta 
Raya by name, According to him Krishnadeva Raya was 
succeeded by his son-in-law Rama Raya. However, the 
inferences of N. Venkata Ramanayya need to be analysed 


afresh. 


He says that with the year 1536 A.D. commences 
the dark half of Achyuta Raya‘s reim. The internal 
trouble and confusion which characterised this period 
had their origin in his struggle with Rama Raya whom he 
had admitted into partnership in the Government of the 
Empire in 1530 A.D. Rama Raya appears to have taken 
advantage of Achyuta's continued absence from the capital 


to seize the throne for ninself.! 
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In fact, there was no such ‘dark half" in Achyuta 
Raya's reig as the scholar tried to imply. It was also 
not attended by any internal trouble - for, by the year 
1536 A.D. Achyuta Raya had successfully foiled the 
foreign attacks and put dow internal rebellions. He 
secured the safety and solidarity of the Empire, proved 
himself a capable ruler and a worthy successor of Krishnadeva 
Raya. It cannot be denied that these successes made him all 
the more powerful and his sub jects too, must have recognised 
his abilities and prowess, to have considered and accepted 
him as the rizht person to be seated on the glorious throne 


of Vijayanagara, 


I+ has already been established in Chapter III 
of this thesis that Achyuta Raya reigned supreme with his 
son Venkatadri as Yuvaraja - ad that Rama Raya was not 
admitted into any partnership in the Government of the 
Empire during the years 1529 to 1542 A.D, 


Further, N. Venkata Ramemayya has implied that 
Rama Raya usurped the throne, exploiting the long absence 
of Achyuta Raya from the capital. Achyuta Raya does not 
seem to have been away from the capital for longer than 
necessary at any time. He no doubt, personally led the 


Vi jayenagara army in order to combat the foreign attacks 
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and to quell internal rebellions. After every such 
canfrontation, he retumed to the capital and carried 
on the administration of the country. Moreover, the 
throne was not seized by Rama Raya, during the days of 


Achyuta Raya. 


op the strength of the statements of Ferishta, 
the anonymous historian of Golkonda and Raffi-ud-din- 
Shirazi, N. Venkata Ramanayya infers that Aliya Rama 
Raya strengthened his position in the Vijayanagara Empire. 
Ferishta says that "In five ox six years Rama Rajah cut 


off by treachery most of the chiefs who opposed nim"? 


’ This statement only indicates the cruelty and 
the treacherous conduct with which, Rama Raya tried and 
succeeded in getting rid of his enemies. strangely 

' enough, Nuniz also refers to the same incident, though 
not in connection with Rama Raya. He says that "King 
Chitarao destroyed the principal people of his kingdom 
and Killed their sons." Perhaps Nuniz was referring to 
the savageness of Rama Raya, thus confirming the statement 


of Ferishta., 


The anonymous historian of Golkonda says that 
Rama Raya strengthened his power, while he was the 
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protector of the son of Krishnaraya.* While Raffi-ud-Din 
Shirazi states that "Rama fay a conducted the administration 
for two years nominally, for the son of Krsnaraya, during 
which period he removed all the ola nobles and state 


[i] 
servants, and appointed his own relations to high offices. 6 


It has already been refuted in Chapter III of this 
thesis, the supposed management of the administration of 
the country on behalf of the son of Krishnaraya by Rama 
Raya. Hence, the question of Rema Raya being the protector 
of the son of Kyishnadeva Raya, who died in 1533 A.D. does 


not rise at all. 


I+ is said that Rama Raya took steps to strengthen 
his military power? Ferishta says that he recruited as 
many as 3000 Muslim soldiers. The Sultan of Bijapur, 
Ibrahim Adil Shah is said to have dismissed almost al1 the 
foreign soldiers who were in his service, which was one of 


his first acts after coming to the. throne.” 


The term ‘foreign soldjers’' would mean, persons 
who did not belong to the Bijapur Kingdom - but might have 
bem natives of the other Muslim Kingdoms of the Deccm. If 
s0, they could have gone back to their respective places, 


after getting dismissed from service in Bijapur. Their 


184 


coming to Vijayanagara and seeking a means of livelihood 
under Rame Raya seems strange. Specially when the 
relations between the Muslim kingdoms and Vijayanagara 
were strained. Perhaps, Ferishta was referring to the 
recruitment of the Muslim soldiers by Rama Raya of a 
later date, when Rama Raya was ruling on behalf of 
Sadasiva Raya with all the supremacy. 


I& has been surmised that Rama Raya imprisoned 
Achyuta Raya, usurped the Kingdom and attempted to rule 
in his own name, but was prevented on account: of 
opposition.® Ferishta says: "RamYaj", "aspired to 
reien in his own name; many of the nobility, however 


opposing this project, he complied with their wishes." 


However » it is totally impossible to say that 
Rama Raya imprisoned Achyuta Raya. Because Achyuta Raya 
visited Sri Venkateshwara temple in the company of his 
officers, on January 12, 1537 A.D. as per the epigraph 


10 ama the events of the present account, 


found there, 
as given by N. Venkata Ramanayya are supposed to have 


taken place, in the years 1536-37 A.D, 


4 
Further, the epigraph dated Saka 1459 Hemalambi 
Kaxrttikae 12. Monday (October 15, 1537 A.D) from Lepakshi, 
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Hindupur taluk, Anantapur district records that Virapratapa 
Achyutadeva Maharaja granted two villages to the temple of 
Viresvara, in the presence of Vitthalesvara, on the 


Tuncabhadra river! 


A copper-plate, familiarly known as the Pélepalli 
4 
grant of Achyuta Raya, dated Sakg 1458, Durmukhi, om the 


holy 12th lunar day of the bright fortnight of the month 
Kartika, corresponding to A.D. 1556-37 records that Achyuta 
Raya who is revered among intelligent men, being om the 
bank of the Tungabhadra, in the temple of Vitthelesvara, 
having purified himself by bathing, with an attentive mind, 
wearing two washed garnents and suitable ornaments, 
surrounded by assiduous and amiable learned men who were 
followers of the srautas and excelled in eloquence, and 
headed by the family priest, joyfully gave with gold amd 
libation of water to a certain Annama, the son of 
Chintapalli Singanarya of the gotre of Visvenitza along 
with a grant of the village of Polepalli, situated in the 
Maharajya of Kondavidu, in the sima of Kocherlakota alias 


ಲ 


Y eruvanadu, This place came to be know as Achyutendrapuram, 


after the grant. 3 


4 


List of such records to cite instances can be 


prolonged. If Achyuta Raya were tobe a prisoner of 
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Rama Raya, as presented by Venkata Ramanayya around 
ಸ 
1536-38 A.D. how could Achyuta Raya be £2 hdri11aees 


and visiting places of worship? 


Further , Sewell says that a number of inscriptions 
of Achyuta Raya pertaining to the year 1538 A.D. amply show 


that he was reiening imperially. 


Hence, it is definitely clear that Achyuta Raya 
had all-along been a free monarch and the proposed 
incarceration of Achyuta Raya by Rama Raya, finds no 


support anywhere. 


I+ is also incredible to suppose his imprisonment 
specially after he had successfully reigned end proved 
his mettle in may a battle since his accession to the 
throne in 1529 AD. I¢ would have definitely been more 
than a ‘Herculean task' for Rama Raya to attempt such an 
act,) in the face of a glorious reign of Achyuta Raya. It 
is no wonder that Rama Raya faced the acute opposition 
of the nobility; who at least displayed their loyalty to 
the Crown by uniting together against a ‘foreign! supposed 
usurper = (foreign because Rama Raya was not a Tuluva by 
birth). Ferishta actually refers to this opposition of 
the nobility to Rama Raya soon after the death of Krishnadeva 
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Rayae The fact of Rama Raya having become the son-in-law 
of the late King greatly added to his dignity and power. 
He tried to secure the throne for himself and his family. 
He was, however, compelled by the nobles to recognise as 


King, én infant of the ‘female line." 


One of the Local Records which N. Venkata 
Ramanayya a5) ಸಗ this conection quested says “HAL 
"Cinnadevi and Tirumaladevi, the queens of Krsnaraya, 
being desirous of placing Ramaraja upon the throne nade 
preparations to celebrate his coronation at Vijayanagara, 
but had to abandon the scheme, owing to the opposition 


of Salakaraju Tirumala." 1ರ 


These circumstances, though referred to here, 
actually denote the conditions that prevailed after 
Achyuta Raya's death. For, it has been established 
earlier, that before dying, Achyuta Raya left his son, 
the Crown - Pyince Venkatadri in the charge of his 
brother-in-law, Salakaraju Chinna Tirumaladeva. Therefore, 
if at all the queens of Krishnadeva Raya aspired to place 
Rama Raya upon the throne, after the death of Achyuta Raya, 
the opposition of Salakaraju Tirumala 1s quite accountable, 
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Further, N. Venkata Ramenayya says that Rama 
Raya made am unsuccessful attempt to seize the throne 
in 1536 A.D. and the failure was mainly due to the 
objection of the nobility as he had no claim to the 
throne. However, he did not slacken his hold upon the 
affairs of the state nor did he release Achyuta Raya from 
prison. Instead, he was on the look out for a fitting 
candidate to the throne who might be satisfied with ek 
nominal kingship, leaving the real power in his hands, 
Such a candidate was found in the person of Sadasiva, 
a‘ nephew of Achyuta Raya, whom Rama Raya proclaimed kine 


and began to rule the countrys 1 


Earlier it has been discussed how impossible it 
was for Rama Raya to seize the throne in 1536 A.D. and 
keep King Achyuta Raya in his custody. Sayyed Ali is 
the oly one who says that Ramaraja, Vakil of the King 


of Vijayanagara, rebelled against and overcame his lord 


and having imprisoned him, usurped the Kingdom.” 


No 
other authority supports this incredible view of Sayyed 
Ali, in case he was referring to King Achyuta Raya, as 
‘has been surmised by N. Venkata Rammayya. A large 
number of inscriptions belonging to Achyuta Raya, his 
queens, his son, Other members of the royal family, his 


" officials and private citizens have been issued during 
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the years 1529 to 1542 A.D. with great frequency. Almost 
all of them mention the period in which it was issued, 
namely ‘during the reign of Mahar2jadhiraja Achyuta Raya 
Maharaya.* I¢ Achyuta Raya were to have been a prisoner 
and there was someone else ruling from Vijayanagara, 
‘references to royal authority in these inscriptions, would 
have certainly undergone a change. But, as such a situation 
is not met with, at any stage, it is hard to accept the 
surmise of N, Venkata Ramanayya. No doubt, Sadasiva's 
case was championed by Rama Raya, but only after the death 
of Achyuta Raya and definitely not against Achyuta Raya as 
purported by the aforesaid scholar. 


This scholar has also cited an instance, where 
the epieraphist asserts that Sadasiva was governing the 


Empire as a co-regent of his uncle, Achyuta Raya. 


It is rather not so careful an assertion of the 
epigraphist. Achyuta Raya had anointed his son Venkatadri 
as Crown-Prince, at the time of his own coronation at the 
capital on November 20, 1529 A.D. thue ensuring his smf's 
succession to the throne after him. Under these circumn- 
stances, Achyuta Raya certainly would not have appointed 


the co-regency of his nephew, Sadasiva. 
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Further, it is remarked by N, Venkata Ramanayya 
that Rama Raya expected to win over to his side some or 
even all the partisans of his apponents by upholding the 
cause of Sadasiva. He further says that the real actors 
in this political drama were Rama Raya and Salakaraju 
Tirumala and they made use of their respective candidates 


to gain their own mds. 1 


The picture portrayed here actually locates the 
scene at the capital, after the death of Achyuta Raya 
wherein Rama Raya espoused the cause of Sadasiva and 
Salaka Chima Tirumala Deva supported that of Venkatadri, 
his nephew, Thus, they both formed the main real actors 
in the s0 called political drama of the disputed 
succession to the throne. 

N. Venkata Ramanay ya states that "Ranga appears 
to have predeceased Krsnaraya , who consequently nominated 
Acyuta as his successor, ignoring the claims of Ranga's 
youthful son. «.« That is why the Portuguese historian 
Correa refers to Acyuta as one ‘who had been King contrary 


to right)! and to Sadasiva as ‘the King by real right." 


Krishnadeva Raya very certainly nominated his 
surviving younger half-brother Achyuta Raya to the throne 
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in accordance with the rules laid dom in the ancient 


21 spout the choice of the Crowm-Pyince, 


works on polity 
for it is normally the Crowm-=Pyince that becomes the 
ruler, upon the demise of the ruling King. Moreover, 

as Nuniz testifies Achyuta Raya was specially selected 
by Krishnadeva Raya, as his successor who seemed to him, 
to be better fitted for that, than any of the others, 


22 Hence 


including his own son who was 18 months old, 
there was no question of Sadasiva being iqmored by 
Krishnadeva Raya, who as the grand monarch, as he is 
known , did the right thing, in accordance with the 
maxims laid dowm in the ancient Seeks and in the best 


interests of the Empire. 


N. Venkata Ramanayya identifies Correa's ‘the 
king by real right' with Sadasiva, when he had actually 
meant the infant son of Krishnadeva Raya. For in Correa's 
view, Achyuta Raya had taken the place of the infant son 
of Krishnadeva Raya, who had a more legal claim, if not 
for the nomination of Krishnadeva Raya himself. However, 
Rama Raya did exploit Sadasiva's claim after Achyuta Raya's 
death. 


N, Venkata Ramanayya observes that the revolution 


in the capital had its repercussions in the provinces and 


| 192 


according to Ferishta, Rama aya marched with an army 
against some of the rulers of the country of Malabar 
who had failed to send in their tribute, leaving the 
city of Vijayanagara in the charge of a slave, whom he 
had raised to a high rank. 


I4 is furthe? stated that Rama Raya appointed 
Ramaraja Vitthaladeva as Governor in Tinnevelly region 
who was the first cousin and a firm supporter of Rama 
Raya who could have established his authority in that 
distant region, only by leading a military expedition, 
alluded to by Ferishta.? 
is cited in this regard. 


An inscriptiom dated 1537 A.D, 


Ferishta, who has been profusely quoted, actually 
mentions this expedition of Rama Raya into Malabar - when 
the ‘infant of the female line‘, whose person was 
committed to the care of the child's uncle, "Hoje" 
-Tirumnala Raya by Rama Raya, was still alive, and living 
at the capital. However, N. Venkata Ramanayya has 
conveniently iqmored this child-King and his uncle "Hoje" 


Tirumala Raya, 


The appointment of Ramaraja Vitthaladeva as 
governor of Tinnevelly region is very doubtful in 1537 A.D, 
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though based on an epigraph. The given date, could be 


a mistake for a later date, 


It ise further conjectured by N. Venkata Ramanayya 
that Rama Raya left his cousin Ramaraja Vitthaladeva in 
the Madura region with a contingent to keep in check the 
subdued rebel-chiefs and himself marched towards Vijayanagara. 
But Vitthaladeva did not stay there long as Achyuta Raya's 
authority was re-established and Sadasiva's power suffered 
a sudden eclipse after 1537 AD. ti11 1543 A De, when he 


was finally placed on the throne. 


Number 140 of ARSIE for 1895 states that the 
Vijayanagara General Vitthaladeva Maharaya conducted an 
expedition against the Tiruvadi, in the reign of Sadasiva 
Raya around Saka 1466, equivalent to 1544-45 A.D. 
Visvenatha Nayaka must have been one of the military 
officers who accompanied Vitthala for No. 17 of ARSIE 
for 1912, distinctly affirms that Visvanatha obtained 
from Ramarajarayyan (i.e, Aliya Rama Raya) the all- 
powerful minister of Sadasiva Raya the Tiruvadi Desa 
as a military fief (anara-nayakam) Trouble cropped 
up evidently once again in the Tiruvadi rajyam during 
the reim of Sadasiva Raya ad an expedition of the 


Vijayanagara Empire against the Tiruvadi ruler became 
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necessary. Vitthala was incharge of the subdued rebel — 
chiefs as a special commissioner. Ferishta, as pointed 

out earlier, makes a reference to the expedition 1e4d by 

Rama Raya against the ruler of the Malabar region (Tiruvadi 
rajyam). This definitely explains the presence of Rama Raya 
ad his cousin Ramaraja Vitthaladeva in the south around 
1544-45 AD. This also in a way proves that Ferishta's 
account of later events were brought into Achyuta Raya's 


reign by reputed scholars and created confusion. 


N. Venkata Ramanayya has observed that Rama Raya 
on his way to Vijayanagara, encountered a powerful Zamindar, 
to the south of Vijayanagara, who held out for six months 
and beat off the troops of Rama Raya. Consequently Rama 
Raya wrote to the "Slave" in whose charge, he left the 
city of Vijayanagara, to send him money from the capital 
in order to enable him to carry on with the war. But the 
"Slave" chose to disobey his master, and released the 
imprisoned Achyuta Raya and sought the co-operation of 
the King's brother-in-law, Salakaraju Tirumala. Meanwhile 
several tributary chiefs who were disguested with Rama 
Raya's administration came forward to support their 
lawful King Achyuta Raya. Tirumala then got the ‘Slave- 


Governor’! killed, fearing his intentions. 
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The aforesaid account clearly indicates that 
N, Venkata Ramanayya has solely depended upon the 
information provided by Ferishta = who in fact says 
that the "Slave" who was in charge of the city of 
Vijayaagara, grew ambitiods to gain possession of the 
royal treasury; released the Child-King, obtained the 
co-operation of "Hoje" Tirumala, assumed the office of 


minister and began to raise troops. *” 


How far from truth is N. Venkata Ramanayya's 
identificatiom of the child-king with a men seasoned 
in years, like Achyuta Raya and "Hoje" Tirumala Raya, 
the child-king's uncle, with Achyuta Raya's brother-in-law; 


Salakaraju Tirumalai! 


Ferishta lucidly brings out the ‘popular 
discontent ' that was raging over Rama Raya's high- 
handedness in the affairs of the Kingdom and the disgust 
which the tributary chiefs had for Rama Raya. Their 
eagerness to collect troops against Rama Raya, clearly 


indicated the same, 


Matters became further complicated, says N. 
Venkata Ramanayya, when Ibrahim Adil Shah of Bijapur 


marched to invade into Vijayanagara on the advice of 


Fa 
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Asad Khan Lary. Rama Raya, meanwhile thought it 
advisable to retire to his own japir. 


On the other hand, Fer1shta says that Rama 
Raya made peace with his lawful sovereign, finding 
himself deserted by many nobles and retired to his ow 
province. Meanwhile "Hoje" Tirumala grew more ambitious 
that he strangled the child-king and seized the throne. 
The nobles submitted, considering him to be better than 
Rama Raya but when his rule tumed out tobe a tyranny 
they rebelled and invited Rama Raya to return to the 
capital. Tirumala finding himself in great trouble, 
resolved to invite Ibrahim Adil Shah, and begged him to 
march to his assistance, promising that Vijayanagara 


would be declared a tributary to nim? 


I+ is hard to reconcile and accept the events 
in the account of Ferishta as having happened, during 
the reign of Achyuta Raya. For one thing, Ferishta does 
not mention Achyuta Raya by name at all. He only talks 
about a child-king, who was in the care of his uncle 
"HH 0je" Tirumala, and about Rama Raya. These events 
closely resemble those that took place in the following 
reiqm, i.e., after Achyuta Raya's demise, for which there 


is epigraphical confirmation too. Therefore, it can be 
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safely surmised that the events that Ferishta relates, 
actually were the events that happened at the capital 


Vijayanagara, after the death of King Achyuta Raya. 


N. Venkata Ramanayya further refers to the 
narrative of Paes, who mentions the A431 Shah's siege 
of Vi jayanagara and the destruction of Nagalapur. "On 
the south side (of Vijayanagara) is the other city 
called Nagalapor in a plain; in it the Ydallcao stopped 
with all his forces when he besieged Bisnaga, and he 
razed it to the ground," and believes that this took 


place in the reign of Achyuta Raya. 50 


N. Venkata Ramanayya has obviously accepted the 
inference of Sewell in this matter, Because Sewell says 
that this particular "sentence could not have formed part 
of the original chronicle of Paes, written perhaps in 
1522 or thereabouts, as it refers to an event that took 


place in 15ಕರ-6. 1೨1 


Mor eover , it is generally believed 
that Paes, who was at Vijayanagara during the reign of 
Krishnadeva Raya, probably wrote his narrative in 1520- 
1522 AD. - "Of the things which I (Paes) saw and 
contrived to learn, concerning the kingdom of cis 


ete. 1ರ 
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If it i8 so, then, he narrated the events of 
Krishnadeva Raya's reigm and what he wrote then is not 
applicable to that of the following reign, more because 
the account came to be written before 1522 AD. But in 
the case of Ferishta, he was narrating the events, that 
came to be written much later than the events of the 
period under review, and he was separated from the events 


by more than hundred years. 5ರ 


In N. Venkata Ramnmayya's own words, Ferishta 
was "the most important, and, at the same time, the least 
trustworthy of the Muhammadan writers". 54 inspite of that, 
he is found to be profusely depending upon Ferishta's 


account to the maximum. 


Nuniz's evidence may also be examined here. He 
says that Adil Shah of Bijapur "entered Nagallapor, a 
- league from Bisnaga and razed it to the ground. "5ರ Nuniz 
does not make mention of the attack of Sultan Adil Shah 
upon Raichur and MNudgal, at the beginning of Achyuta 
Raya's reigm. Further, as per the terms of the supposed 
treaty between the Adil Shah and Achyuta Raya, that were 
agreed upon, Adil Shah demanded the city of Raichur, which 


was in the possession of the Vijayanagara €mpire, ever 


since it was taken by Krishnadeva Raya in 1521 A.D, 


1939 


According to N. Venkata Ramenayya this treaty that 
Nuniz refers to, is said to have taken place in 1528-39 
EN) 


Though Nuniz does not mention the attack of the 
Adil Shah in 1530 upon Raichur and Mudgal, and that of 
Achyuta Raya's attack upon the Bijapur territory in 
1534-1535 A.D. and the consequent Adil Shah's request 
to sue for peace - yet they were lhistorical facts, that 
took place during the reigm of Achyuta Raya, as seen 
from the contemporary epigraphs, literary works and the 
account left by the Portuguese historian, Barros. In the 
present context, however, his account of the invasion of 
the Adil Shah on the city of Vijayanagara is highly 
doubtful and debatable. Inaway this 16 referred to 
by Ferishta alone. But Ferishta says that Adil Shah 
marched towards Vijayanagara upon the invitation and 
request for assistance by "Hoje" Tirumnala Raya, against 
Rama Raya and the nobility. Whereas Nuniz mentions it 
as an invasion of Adil Shah upon the city of Vijayanagara 
which was unopposed and the King Chetarao's (Achyuta) 
brothegin-1aw, advised the king to send and make peace 
with the Adil Shah, 


I+ has already been surmised earlier, that 


there was every possibility of Ferishta referring to the 
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coming of the Adil Shah to Vijayanagara, upon an 
invitation to lend assistance. This information was 
true of the events of the following reign on the death 
of Achyuta Raya. Ferishta writing his account much 
later than the events, more than a 100 years, could 
have got mixed up and narrated the events of a later 


date at an early stage. 


But in the case of Nuniz, he was supposed to 
be at the capital of Vijayanagara, during the reign of 
Achyuta Raya and as his account is not corroborated by 
either epigraphs or contemporary literary works, it is 
hard to accept his account as the only great authority 
on the subject. Nuniz could have written on a wrong 
assumption or something that originated from his fertile 
imagination; for, his purpose was not to put dowmm the 
historical details of the reim. He is said to have 
lived in Vijayanagara for three years. 5” In this case, 
as his statements are not corroborated, one can safely 
ienore his account regarding the invasion of the Adil 
Shah of Bijapur upon the city of Vijayanagara, during 
the reim of King Achyuta Raya, 1529-1542 A.D. 
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Further, N. Venkata Ramamayya states that Rama 
Raya came to an understanding with Achyuta Raya at the 


instance of the Adil Shah. 5 


As the march of the Adil Shah on the city of 
Vijayanagara has been refuted above, the question of 
Adil Shah trying to bring about peace between Rama Raya 


and Achyuta Raya does not rise at all. 


Therefore, notwithstanding the popular account 
of N. Venkata Ramanayya regarding Achyuta Raya - Rama 
Raya relations, it has to be mentioned and established 
that though their relations were not cordial, yet, they 
did not involve themselves in any open declaration of 
hostility at any time during 1529-1542 AD. However, at 
a later date in 1543 A.D., Rama Raya secured a "Stooge" 
in the person of Sadasiva Raya, the nephew of Achyuta 
Raya, who was installed on the throne only in name, the 
real power being retained in his own hands. But during 
the reign of Achyuta Raya, Rama Raya kept himself at a 
safe distance, without staging any rivalry to the King's 


power and supremacy. 


A contemporary literary work, Mahisura Narapati 
Vijayam describes Rama Raya, as the son-in-law of 
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Krishnadeva Raya, "governing the lmd, much given to 
the vice of sexual indulgence and games at dice. He 
is also spoken of as doing dally that which was unpleasing 


to Brahmans and Gurus." 


The last part of this statement is reminiscent 
of a 01d tag in the Tamil classics, where a good feature 
of character in a man in power is described as one that 
refrains from doing anything that would cause pain to a 
Brahmana. 


Whether the reference from Mahisura Narapati 
Vijayam was true or false, the lack of interest sho 
by Rama Raya to Lord Venkateswara at Tirupati would in 


a way indicate that kind of a character. 


Thus, it may be surmised that King Achyuta Raya 
reigned supreme from the time of his accession till his 
natural death in 1542 A.D. and carried on the affairs of 
his vast empire. Rama Raya did not create trouble for 
him during this period. Achyuta Raya found himself often 
going on pilgrimages to seek god's blessings to carry on 
the administration of his country with all the efficiency 
and fervency. He visited Sri Venkateswara's temple at 


4 
Tirumala at frequent intervals. One such visit in Sgka 
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1458 Durmukhi , corresponding to January 12, 1537 A.D, 
is indicated from the personal gifts made by some of 
nis officers, namely Bachcharasayya, Rama-Bhatlu, 
Adaippam Visvanatha Nayaka, Salakaraja Singara3a; 
Immadi EPllappayya and Krishnappa Nayaka. When each 
of them made a donation of 15,000 narpanam to the 

Sri Bhandaran (Temple Treasury) for “ihe Drona aHicH 
of the deity with 300 gppapadis yearly on behalf of 


each one of then. + | 


Thus Achyuta Raya, by his frequent visits to 
the Temple, set a good example, which was sincerely 
followed by his officers. This factor drew them closer 
to each other. I+ is no wonder, therefore, that Achyuta 
Raya was ably supported by all his nobles loyally, ti11 


the very end,’ 
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SECTION 2 ; ACHYUTA RAYA'S RELATIONS WITH THE PORTUGUESE 


The sixteenth century witnessed an intense 
diplomatic activity between the Rayas of Vijayanagara 
and the Portuguese in India. Kine Achyuta Raya's reien 
(1529-1542 A.D.) falling in the first half of the 
sixteenth century constituted an important chapter 
revealing the Vijayanagara King's skilful diplomacy in 
dealing with the Portuguese, who were seasoned in their 
naval strategy. It may be recalled that it was the 
Portuguese, who were the pioneers in laying the founda- 
tions of the policies, which were later adopted and 
carried even further by other Europeans that landed on 


the mainland of India. 


The Vijayangara rulers wanted to secure horses 
from the Portuguese dealers which were highly necessary 
to wage perpetual wars against their Muslim counterparts. 
And the Hindu monarchs gave little thought to the 
emergence of a foreign settlement on the west coast as 
a political power. Hence, in order to secure the 
cavalry mounts, the Vijayanagara rulers necessarily 
maintained friendly relations with the Portuguese and 
thus avoided a possible Christian-Muslim coalition agaist 


the Hindu cause. 


20% 

As far as Achyuta Raya is concemmed, he 
scrupulously followed the policies laid dowm by hie 
predecessor, Krishnadeva Raya, with regard to the 
Portuguese and they too were on terms of friendship 
with the Vijayanagara monarch in particular, while they 
busied themselves in building several forts at various 
places along the coast, for the protection of their 
trade. * Achyuta Raya, thus continued the cordial 
relations with the Portuguese in matters of trade and 
diplomacy and the free flow of the forejigm visitors to 
the capital Vijayanagara, is a true indication of the 
same. I¢ has been rightly observed by Sewell that the 
Portuguese traded on the coast and the foreigners were 
generally on friendly terms with the suzerain at 
Vijayamagara, and so far as he was concerned, they were 
welcome to consolidate their commerce, since he benefitted 


largely by the import of horses and other requisites. 


An extraction from the chronicle of Fernao 
Nuniz , gives an insight to the number of horses, maintained 


by Achyuta Raya. 


“Tne Kings of Bisnaga have always l1ked, for 
show, to have many horses in their stables, and they always 


had eight or nine hundred horses and four ox five hundred 
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elephants, on account of which, and on account of the 

: people that looked after them, they were put to great 
expense; and this To ac now is (Achyuta Raya) has 

in his stable seven hundred and 0dd horses and four 
hundred elephants. He spends on account of them and for 
their attendants, to whom he gives food, two thousand 
£014 pardaos per day. And of horsemen whom the King 
pays he has six thousand, and all of them are on the 
stables establishment; and those who serve them are paid 
each year, some a thousand pargdaos, some five hundred, 
some three hundred, and those who have less pay receive 
not less than a hundred. 0¢ these six thousand, two 


hundred are obliged to ride with the King." 


However, C., Hayavadana Rao, states that "the 
attitude of the Portuguese appears to have visibly changed 
towards the Vijayanagara empire from and after the death 
of Krishnadeva Raya. Nuniz's account of Achyuta appears 
to be coloured by a feeling akin to enmity towards him. 
Achyuta himself seems to have been as friendly towards 
the Portuguese as his predecessor, but why the Portuguese 
tumed hostile is not clear." Thijs opimion of the learned 
scholar, C. Hayavadana Rao, seems to be ill-based, as at 
no time, the Portuguese tumed hostile during the reien 


of Achyuta Raya, towards the Vijayanagara Empire. Moreover, 
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the account of Nuniz regarding Achyuta Raya, need be 
processed ಖಂ the maxims of historical writing, before 
it is accepted fully on its face value alone (This is 
dealt with, under the Chapter IX). Hence, the remark of 
CG, Hayavadana Rao need not be talten seriously. For, the 
Portuguese historian, Barros even mentions the departure 
of the Portuguese envoy Figueiredo for the Vijayanagara 
capital, on the occasion of one of the great Mahanavani 
festivals,- during the reign of King Achyuta Raya. ® Ifak 
all the Hindu-Portuguese relations were thus strained, as 
given to thinking by C.Hayavadana Rao, there would not 
have been this visit of the Portuguese citizen Figueiredo 
to witness the Mahanavami festival celebrations at the 
Hindu capital, Vijayanagara. There is no reference to any 
501%" ೦8 £66l1nge of enmity between the Hindu Empire and 
the foreign settlers during the reign of Achyuta Raya, 
either in literary works or epigraphs and hence it may 

be well surmised that they both enjoyed and entertained 
sincere sentiments of eordiality towards each other, 
although being friendly with each other served their own 
respective purposes, viz., horses for the Hindu rulers 
and the maritime trade for the Portuguese. Gradually 
the Portuguese 8ಗed a foot=hold in and around Goa, 
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CHAPTER VI 


THE NAYAKSHIP OF MADURA 
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Chapter VI 


THE NAYAKSHTP OF MADURA 5 


Viswanatha Nayaka of the Kasyapa gotra, 
was the son of Nagama Nayaka, one of the trusted 
officers of the Vijayanagara rulers since Saluva 
Narasimha. Inscriptions speak of Nagama Nayaka as 
a prominent figure till the middle of the reigm of 
Achyuta Raya, when he mst have been a man seasoned 
in years and well-advanced in the knowledge of state 
craft and polity. The Kuniyur plates of Venkata IT 
suggest that Viswanatha's birth was due to the 
austerities of his father and the favour of od 
Visveswara of Benares.T But Heras wrongly ascribes 
the Kuniyur plates of Venkata IT to Venkata IIIT at 
two places though he gives the correct reference, 


viz., Epieraphia Indica Vol. IIT, page 254 V, 49.” 


~- . Viswanatha Nayaka entered the services of 
the Vijayanagara rulers as the King's betel-bearer, 
So much so, that he was popularly mow as Adaippam 
Viswanatha Nayaka; even as late as 1537 A.D. when he 
visited Sri Venkateswara temple at Tirupati on January 
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12, 1537 A.D. along with King Achyuta Raya and other 


officers of the State? 


He is generally associated with the foundation 
of the Nayakship of Madura, This event of the 
establishment of the Nayakship at Madura, as a semi- 
independent government under a comparatively nominal 
overlordship of the Vijayanagara rulers, has been 
given different dates by scholars such as 1558-9 A.D,, 
1529-30 A.D.,, 1541 A D., 1565 AD, etc, Obviously 
the scholars sought more satisfactory explanations 
regarding the foundation of the Madura Nayakship, 
one trying to outbeat the other; but so far, it 


does not appear to have been solved satisfactorily. 


Scholars like S.K.Aiyangar, H.Krishna Sastri, 
Sathyanatha Aiyar, Heras, N. Venkata Ramanayya and K.A. 
Nilakanta Sastri have dwelt at length on this subject, 
giving vent to their reasoning power, for ascribing 
their respective divergent dates, It is, therefore, 
necessary to analyse each one of their Seicnts 


before arriving at a more satisfactory conclusion, 
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The theories of the above mentioned scholars 


may now be reviewed, in the chronological sequence, 


Scholars like J.H.Nelson and V.Rangacharya 
have, however, grappled with the problem as eaxly as 
1868 and 1914-17 respectively but as their views have 
been discussed and refuted by the later scholars it 


is needless to repeat them here, 


SK. Aiyangar in his "Sources of Vijayanapara 
History" published in 1919, has dealt with the 


Nayakship of Madura under Viswanatha Nayaka at some ' 
length. He states that the nayakship of Viswanatha 
began sometime in the last years of the reign of the 
great King Krishnadeva Raya of Vijayanagara and ascribes 
1529-30 A.D. for the same, His contention is that 
Nagama' s disobedience and the relation of Vira Narasimha 
alias Sellappa in the Chola country during the last 
years of Krishnadeva Raya were somehow connected and 
while Krishnadeva Rays succeeded in bringing Nagama 

to a sense of discipline, Vira Narasimha escaped 
punishment by fleeing into the Travancore country = 

and almost the first fact of Achyuta Raya was his om 
march at the head of an amy against this recalcitrant 


viceroy. * 
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The aforesaid scholar expressly states 
that two of the most trusted officers of the grand 
monarch Krishnadeva Raya, namely Saluva Vira Narasimha 
Sellappa and Nagama Nayaka rose in rebellion in the 
south which gave a clear indication of the lurking 
danger there to the Empire, He wonders as to why 
Vira Narasimha, who was hitherto (1528 A.D.) a trusted 
officer of Krishnadeva Raya, occupying a very high and 
responsible position in the Empire should have taken 
a sudden fancy to revolt and flee for protection to 
Travancore after being defeated in the field and 
against whom, in the following reign, Achyuta Raya 
had to personally lead an expedition, S.K.Aiyangar 
has given the date 1528, basing upon the then available 
insoriptions. Probably, he was not aware of the 
inscriptions of Vira Narasimha, recording his loyalty 
to the Empire issued later, t]11 1530 AD. The 
probable causes for his staging the rebellion during 
the reign of Achyuta Raya have been explained earlier 
in Chapter IV - Section 2 and hence it it sufficient 
here to say that as S.K.Aiyangar purports, no trusted 
officer of the Emire rose-in rebellion in the 1ast 
years of Krishnadeva Raya's reign and there was no 


connection whatsoever between the risings staged by 
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Vira Narasimha and Nagana Nayaka. Chronicles have 
variously described Nagama Nayaka, as Krishnadeva 
Raya's general, Store-keeper (Kotiya) Treasurer 
(ToSekhana Adhikari) and Chief Raves Officer. 
Krishnadeva Raya reigned t1i11 his death in the middle 
of 159 AD. with no disturbances to his power or 
Empire in the last years of his reim. During the 
period of his ill-health he was ably assisted in 
administration by his younger half-brother Achyuta 
Raya. Vira Narasimha as testified by the inscriptions 
rebelled only in 1531 A.D. end Nagama Nayaka's dis- 
obedience to Achyuta Raya took definite shape a 
little later, as stated in contemporary local records, 
epigraphs and literary works, Moreover, around 1531 
AD. a certain Srivallabha-deva Jatilavarman, son of 
Ahavarma was ruling the Pandya territory in the South, 
subject’ to Vijayamagara Empire, If it is so, how 
could Viswanatha Nayaka be mling from the same 

place right from 1529-30 A,D.? Therefore, it may 

be safely said that S.K.Aiyangar was wrong in stating 
that Krishnadeva Raya sent a punitive expedition under 
Viswanatha Nayaka against the latter's father, Naganma 
Nayaka, and in retum for his services, the same 
Emperor appointed Viswanatha as Governor of Madura 

in 1529-30 "4D. 


Writing in the Epieraphia Indica in 
1921-22 F.W. Thomas and H.Krmshna Sastri have stated 


that Viswenatha Nayaka founded the Nayaka dynasty at 
Madura in the reign of Sadasiva Raya. This he did, 
after sine the Vanada Rayars from Madura and 
Tinnevelly and made it the capital of a kingdon, 
which comprised the districts of Madura and Tinnevelly 
and portions of the Travancore state, The reasons 
put forward by these scholars to refute the earlier 
theory of S.K.Aiyangar are that, "it is difficult to 
say how far credence can be given to the tradition 
that Viswanatha fought against Nagama Nayaka, his 

own father, to regain for the Emperor of Vijayanagara 
the Madura country said to have been usurped by him, 
Unless it be presumed he joined in a confederacy 
with the Vanada Rayar, the Pandya and the Tiruvadi 
and asserted independence, the tradition cannot be 


upheld", 


The scholars have obviously referred to the 
second military expedition of the Vijayanazara ruler 
Sadasiva Raya against the rebellious Tiruvadi chief, 
when Viswanatha Nayaka distinguished himself by 


rendering meritorious Services, In recognition of 


these services he obtained the Tiruvadi-desg as a 
military fief (amaranayakam) from Aliya Rama Raya, 
the all-powerful minister of Sai Raya. On the 
strength of this victorious campaign, and its 
consequences when both the Tiruvadi ruler and the , 
Pandyan king were subjugated and made subordinates 
to the Vijayanagara Empire, the scholars have 
concluded that Visweanatha Nayaka, who was given 
a gmaranayakam of the 74 ruvadi-dedSa and who also 
drove away the Vanada Rayars from Madura and 


Tinnevelly, established his Nayakship at Madura. ® 


i a GeakS quite a weak argument, in the 
face of the ample testimony given in contemporary 
epigraphs, local records and literary works which 
unequivocally refer to the clash between Nagama 
Nayaka and his son Viswanatha Nayaka which was the 
cx of the question of the foundation of the 
Nayakship of Madura. However, with regard to the 
date of the foundation of the Nayakship, the theoxy 
of Nelson was borrowed by R. Sewell, which was accepted 
by H.Krishna Sastri and placed Viswanatha's assumption 
of power in 1559 ೩.). Sathyanatha Aiyar has discussed 
this assumption and refuted it, giving reasons which 
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are recorded in his work ~- History of Madura 
Nayaks. (Page 40). 


Sathyanatha Aiyar studied at length the 
subject ~- Nayaks of Madura and published his work 
"History of the Nayaks of Madura" in 1924, His 
"discussion leads to the conclusion that Viswanatha 
Nayaka, the founder of the Nayak dynasty of Madura, 
was established in authority there not long before 
the death of the Vijayanagar Emperor, Krishnadeva 
Raya, in 1530, i,e.,, about 15291.” He further states 
"Nagama could not have revolted in the reign of 
Achyuta Raya. As has been show before, there 
appears to be no support, either epigraphical or 
literary, for the view that he was an officer of the 
latter in the conduct of the Travancore campaign, 
From the chronicles it is clear that he was a 
distinguished officer (Viceroy or general revenue 
officer) with the control of the whole South under 
him and entrusted with large responsibilities before 
his revolt, Such an exalted office was held, under 
Achyuta Raya, by Salakaraju Timmarazm, and afterwards 
by Vitthala. Hence Nagama's revolt must be ascribed 


to a period earlier than the commencement of Achyuta 
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py 


Raya's reign, i.e.> to the reign of Krishnadeva 


Raya".5 He also adds that Nagama's intention to 
disobey the King was partly influenced by the 


- attitude of the rebel governor, Saluva Vira Narasimha 


Sellappa of the' Chola country and also by the state 
of affairs in the capital. Thus, the 1ast years 
of Krishnadeva Raya's reigq indicate a time when 


Nagama’' s rebellion might well have taken place,” 


Sathyenatha Aiyar has strictly followed his 
teacher S.K.Aiyangar and attributed the foundation 
of the. Nayakship of Madura to the reign of Krishnadeva 
Raya in 1529 A.D. and alludes to the fact that both 
Vira Narasimha alias Sellappa and Nagama Nayaka rose 
in rebellion during the reign of Krishnadeva Raya. 
According to the explanation given in Chapter IV, 
Section 2, of this thesis, Vira Narasimha of the 
Chola country rebelled in the year 1531 A.D. during 
the reign of Achyuta Raya - which indirectly confirms 
the fact that he remained loyal to the Empire till 
then, Sathyanatha Aiyar apparently has relied heavily 
upon the assumption that Vira Narasimha rebelled in 
Krishnadeva Raya's reign and states authoritatively 
that it encouraged Nagama Nayaka also to disobey the 
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King. Since his assertion is ill-based on a wrong 


assumption, his view cannot be accepted, 


Further, he states that Nagama could not 
have revolted during Achyuta Raya’'s reign, as neither 
epigraphical nor literary sources support Nagama's 
role in the Travancore campaign of Achyuta Raya. In 
fact the Travancore campaign of Achyuta Raya in 
1531-32 A.D. and Nagama's revolt were two different 
events. The problem at hand is not whether Nagama 
assisted Achyuta Raya in his Travancore campaign 
or not and still absurd to refute Nagama's revolt 
as having taken place in Achyuta Raya's reign, 
basing on Nagama's involvement in the Travancore 
camaim. Nagama Nayaka, who held a distinguished 
office under Krishnadeva Raya continued in the same 
position, even during Achyuta Raya's reign, And the 
brothers-in-law of Achyuta Raya, namely Salakaraj)u 
Pedda and Chinna Tirumala-deva did not pose rivalry 


to Nagama's power, as they did to Vira Narasimha, 


Further Sathyanatha Aiyar's statement that 
Nagama was not an officer under Achyuta Raya is not 


based on facts, Because, contrary to his ow 
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assumption that it is not supported either by 
epigraphical or literary Sources, there are both 
local records and literary works which mention Nagama 
Nayaka holding office under King Achyuta Raya. They 
are (1) The Kaifiyat of Kamata-Kotikam Kings, and 

(2) BalijavenSapurenan. The first reference calls 
him as the Kotakam Nagama Nayadu of the royal treasury 
and also Nagappa Nayaka, the Mahamantri of the Emperor 
Achyutadeva Maharaya. ™0 The second reference, namely 
Balijavandapuranan refers to him as Nagama Nayak, 

the Head of the Stores Department during the reign 

of King Achyutadeva Raya. Therefore, in the light 
of these contemporary evidence, Sathyanatha Aiyar's 
assumption becomes baseless and his assertion of 
Nagama's revolt as well as the foundation of the 
Nayakship of Madura by Viswanatha Nayaka in 1529 A.D, 
during the reign of Krishnadeva Raya, crumbles, 


Father Heras in his work The Aravidu Dynasty 
of Vijayanagara published in 1927, assigns the 
traditional account of Viswanatha Nayaka founding 
the Nayakship of Madura after defeating his father, 
Nagama Nayaka, to the reign period of Achyuta Raya. 


But at the same time he accepts the account given in 


The Maduraittalavaralaru which records three different 
periods of Viswanatha Nayaka's viceroyalty of Madura, 
According to the Pandya ehronicle, says Father Heras, 
Viswanathea Nayaka's first period of governorship 
lasted two years and four months, The second period 
extended from his appointment as viceroy of Madura, 
after the deposition of his father, to the demise 

of the 01d Pandya, when he took royal rank. And 

the third period began {from this date and ended with 
the accession of his son, The author referred to 
above, derived the information regarding the second 
and third periods from the History of the Kamataka 
Governors which assigns 26 years to these two 


12 Father Heras further states that he 


periods, 
knows nothing of the reason for Viswanatha's removal 
from office at the end of the period of his first 
viceroyalty. However, he opines that probably 
Viswanatha's removal encouraged the Chola king in 
his ambitious projects against the Pandya, and this 
was the indirect cause of the final retum of 


Viswanatha to mle over the Madura Kingdom. 9 


Though Viswanatha Nayaka has been assigned 
three different periods for his viceroyalty with 
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intervals, with no explanation, yet it is quite 
possible that he was all along the ruler of Madura 
ever since his appointment by Achyuta Raya. The 
nature of the times in which he lived and the nature 
of the duties he performed in organising the country's 
admini stration necessitated his absence from Madura, 
leaving a deputy in charge of the territory. And it 
is not improbable to suppose that the local chroniclers 
have put dow his deputies as the very viceroys. Such 
am arrangement was quite normal, in other parts of 

the Vijayamagara Empire. Hence, it may be asserted 
that Viswanatha Nayaka's viceroyalty was continuous, 
though he might not have been present in Madura 
throughout. 


Hence, Heras’ acceptance of the three 
different periods of Viswanatha's viceroyalty is 
highly questionable. Moreover, he ೩ಿಂes not seem to 
be aware of the reasons for such intervals himself. 
In which case, there is no point in his accepting 


it either! 


In his, Studies in the History of the Third 
Dynasty of Vijayanagara (1935) N. Venkata Ramanayya 


ಏಂರಿ 


attempts a fairly comprehensive discussion of the 
problem and presents an altogether extreme view. 

He states that - "The statement found in the 
chronicles that Krsnadeva or Acyuta crowed 
Viswanatha as the king of Madura is not based 

upon facts, They are fabrications of later ages 
intended to throw a veil of legality over a treacherous 
and rebellious act, The truth appears to be that 
Krsnappa; taking advantage of the confusion caused 

by the dxsastrous battle of Talikota, seized the 
province of Madura and declared himself to be its 
ruler. And the imperial government had neither 
strength nor time to prevent the usurpation of regal 
power by Krsnappa, Pirumala had probably to recognise 
the position which Krsnappa had claimed, in order to 
prevent the empire from falling to pieces, This 

seems to be the way in which the Nayak Kingdom of 
Madura had originateadn. 14 


The aforesaid scholar reduces Viswanatha 
Nayaka to an ordinary amaranayaka in the Tinnevelly 
district until 1557 A.D. during which period he 
conducted himself as a subordinate to Ramaraya 
Vitthala, the special officer from Vijayanagara 
and that Aliya Rama Raya gave him an gmaranayakam 
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87 
over Tiruvadi desa in the "guise of a brite" to 
serve as a check against the rebellious 
propingquities of the Tiruvadi. And that Viswanatha 


had nothing to do with the government of Madura? 


It is no doubt an extreme opinion held by 
the scholar, but unfortunately 1% suffers from many 
pitfalls. He says that during the first two years 
of Sadasiva, Viswanatha was holding Some soxt of ea 


office in the Chola country. 


It should be recalled 
at this juncture that in the preceding reim, Achyuta 
Raya appointed Sevvapve Nayaka as viceroy over Tanjore 
principality at the time of his marriage to Achyuta 
Raya's sister-in-law Murtimambal. It is also 
established that Sevvappa Nayaka was the founder 

of the Nayaka Sica of Tanjore and that it was held 
successively, on hereditary basis. Thus, the Tanjore 
Nayakas were ruling the Chola country, If so, the 
presence of Viswanatha Nayaka holding office in that 
region seems highly unlikely. Moreover, Sevvappa 
Nayaka, the ancestor of the Tanjore Nayakas was 
connected by marriage with the Vijayanagara royal 
house; whereas the ancestor of the Nayakas of Madura 


could not boast of such a nobility and merit; and he 


was only a humble servant of the Emperor, who 
gradually rose to a high position, accepting the 
suzerainty of the Vijayanagara This explains the 
manifest subordination of Viswanatha Nayaka to the 


royal agent, Ramaraja Vitthaladeva, who was also a 


ವಿವಿ! 


cousin of Aliya Rama Raya. Moreover, the amaranayakam 


of Tiruvadi-deSa was given to Viswanatha Nayaka, in 
recognition of the meritorious services rendered 
during the Travancore campaign of Sadasiva's reign, 
Thus Viswanatha Nayaka's viceroyalty was extended 
in its sphere, And if Viswanatha Nayaka had made a 
grant for the merit of Aliya Rama Raya, it was only 
because, in reality he was the actual ruler of the 
Vi jayanagara Empire, wielding supreme regal authority 
under the nominal Kingship of Sadasiva Raya. Asa 
subordinate fefdatory chief of the Madura region of 
the Vijayanagara Emire, though semi-independent in 
a Viswanatha Nayaka had sti11 to recognise 
the suzerainty of the Vijyayanagara ruler, and this 
explains the grant to Aliya Rama Raya. 


According to the Mrtyunjaya Manuscript, says 


Venkata Ramnmayya, Krsnappa Nayaka, the son of 


Viswanatha Nayaka was crowed on January 25, 1564 A.D. 


and in the same breath, he further states that Krenappa, 
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taking advantage of. the confusion caused by the 
disastrous battle of Talikota (1565) seized the 
province of Madura and declared himself to be its 


ruler.” 


The Battle of Talikota (Rakshasa-Tangdi) was 
fought in 1565 AD. exactly a year after Krsnappa 
Nayaka's coronation, When that was the case, the 
statement that Krsnappa seized the province of Madura 
after Talikota battle is certainly wrong. 


Further, Venkata Ramnaayya's prevaricating 
statement implying, that Viswanatha had nothing to do 
with the government of Madura is astounding and 
inconceivable. How the author could have come to 
such a drastic conclusion is incomprehensible in the 
face of abundant contemporary literary and epigraphical 


sources including local records, 


I K. A Nilakanta Sastri makes a casual reference 
to this problem in his History of South India, He 
accepts the view that Viswanatha Nayaka, son of Nagama 
Nayaka was regarded as the founder of the celebrated 
Nayaka dynasty of Madura and that he was the governor 
of the Madura country from 1533 to the end of Achyuta 
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Raya's reign (i.e. 1542 A.D). However, he further 
states that there is nothing to show that Viswanatha 
Nayaka established the separate Nayaka Kingdom of 
Madura, that came later into existence and 1t may 


have been the work of his son, Krishnappa™ 


Apparently, NiTakanta Sastri regards the 
event of the foundation of the Nayaka Kingdom of 
Madura, of a mch later date and agrees with Venkata 
Ramanayya, that it was possibly the work of his son, 
Krishnappa Nayaka. Unfortunately he does not give 
reasons for his assumption other than a bald statement 
imlying that there was nothing to show that Viswanatha 
Nayaka established a separate Nayaka Kingdom of Madura. 


N p _ 
However, Balija Vamsa Puranam, a contemporary 
literary work relates that in days gone by when King 


Achyutadeva Raya was ruling at Vijayanagara and 
ChandraSekthara, the king of the Pandyan country was 
administering from Madura, the ruler of the Chola 
country, Virasekthara invaded and conquered the 
kingdom of Chandrasekhara and annexed 11. The 
latter, in despair, appealed to Achyuta Raya for 


’help against Virasokhara's aggression. The King 
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Achyuta Raya, immediately deputed a certain Nagama 
Nayaka, the Head of the Stores Department to put 
down Virasekhara Chola and subjugate the whole of 
the south. The King further commanded him to rule 
the Chola country as his deputy collecting Peishkush 
due from the dependent chiefs and remitting the 


tribute regularly %0 the royal treasury. 


Accordingly Nagama Nayaka marched against 
the Chola Virasekhara, killed him in battle ané 
became the master of the Chola country. Contrary 
to the King's orders, he began to rule that territory 
assuming independence, And also he began to rule over 
the Pandyan kingdom without handing it over to its 
lawful ower. Achyuta Raya became enraged and called 
upon Viswanatha Nayaka, to march against his father 
to bring him back to subjection, Viswanatha Nayaka 
in strict obedience to the King's orders, moved 
against his own father, defeated him in battle and 
restored to the Pandya, his Kingdom, The Pandyan 
king, Chandrasethara was greatly pleased and as he 
had no progeny, adopted Viswanatha as his ow son 
and bestowed his kingdom upon him, King Achyuta Raya 
was immensely pleased when he was given a report of 


the development of all these events! 
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This account from the Baljijag VanSa uranam, 
closely resembles the account given in the Tanjavuru 
Andhra Ralula Charithra except for the fact that 
while Balija Yansapurenan mentions Achyuta Raya as 
the Emperor of? Vijayanagara at the time of the 
happening of these events; the Tgnjavuru Andhra 
Rajula Charithra attributes the same to Krishnadeva 
Raya.” But according to another version of the 
Tanjivuru Andhra Rajula Charitram, the King who 
sent Nagama Nayaka to suppress the rebellion of Vira 
Sekhara Chola and later appointed Viswanatha as the 
King of Madura was not Krishnadeva Raya, but Achyuta 
Raya. *1 Hence these events cannot be assigned to 
Krishnadeva Raya's reig, as there are Some technical 
difficulties involved, which have been already 
discussed above, Therefore, it is difficult to 
accept the theory that these events took place under 
the countenance of Krishnadeva Raya. Because they 


belong to the following reig of Achyuta Raya. 


Secondly, the Kaifiyat of Karnata-Kotikam 
Kings confirms the facet that Viswanatha was crowed 
king of Madura, as a reward for meritorious services 


rendered to the State. The details are as follows: 


+ 
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" Achyutadeva Maharaya, the King of Ghanagiri and 
Vidyanagara, made Visvanathasvami Nayadu, the son 

of Kotakam Nagama Nayadu of the Royal Treasury, who 
was bom on Thursday, VaiSakha, su. 15, Prabhava, 
corresponding to S.S. 1354, the ruler of the Pandya, 
the Cera, the Cola and the Malayala countries, as 

a reward for the meritorious services, which he 
rendered to the State, The boundaries of the 
territory entrusted to him are; in the east, the 

sea and Mannarkota; in the south-east, Anantasayanan; 
in the South Gudalluru; in the South-West, Pedderu 
(Periyar), Koyamtturu and Valayar; in the West, 

the Ghats; in the North Valikonda and the svetanadi; 
in the north-east Tenjanagaran extending as far as the 
Kaveri. The rivers that flow within this territory 
ares the Ubhaya-Kaveri, the Tamraparni, the Citra, 
the Ksira, the Krtamala, the Vegevati, the Niksepa, 
the Varaha, the Surabhi, the north-sveta, the Amravati, 
the Saligrama, the Ratna and the Bhavani. The holy 
places included within the territory are Setu- 
RameSvaran, Dhanuskoti, Srirangam, Totadri, Madhura, 
Alagiri and JambukeSvaram. The towns are: mrisirapuri 


and Madhura, 


Achyutadeva Maharaya bestowed upon the city 
of Madhura, the name of Raya-daksinasinhasana sthang 
(the headquarters of the Raya's Souths Throne), 
made Visvanatha Nayadu the ruler over this territory 
with its forts, nads, hamlets, villages, petas and 
towns and invested him with the Kingdom, Moreover, 
Achyutadeva Maharaya formally crowed Visvanatha 
Nayudu of the Garikepati family of the Balija caste 
as the King of the Pandya country yielding a revenue 
of 2% crores of Varahas; and he presented hin the 
golden idols of Durga, Laksmi and Laksmi-Nagrayana 
and sent him with Ts indir and troops 
to the South. Visvanatha Nayadu reached the city of 
Madhura, from which he began to gover the country 
entrusted to his care. ** 

Thus, the Kaifiyat gives the minute details 
of Viswanatha Nayaka's Investiture ceremony and the 
boundaries of the territory entrusted to hm, 1% 


explicitly states that Achyuta Raya bestowed upon 
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the city of Madura, the name of Raya-daksina Simhasana- 


Sthana. It is true, in the sense, that the city of 
Madfura really formed the southern headquarters of 


the Vijayanagara Emperor, from where he could have a 


234 


better hold and check upon all the southem-most 
principalities of the vast Empire. And in installing 
Viswanatha Nayaka, the most loyal and capable general, 
Achyuta Raya could safely transfer all his burden 

of the southern region to his subordinate, Viswanatha 
Nayaka functioned acknowledging the suzerainty of the 
Vijayanagara monarch. The boundaries of the territory 
mentioned in the Kaifiyat, would imply that Viswanatha 
Nayaka was given all the Southem principalities of 
Pandya, Chera, Chola and Malayala Kingdoms, Perhaps, 
the details indicate that he was to have a general 
supervision over all these petty feudatory kingdoms, 
while he himself was made the chief of the Pandyan 


Kingdom; and hence it is no exaggeration! 


In commemoration of the installation of 
Viswanatha Nayaka on the Pandyan throne, certain 
S10kas came to be written in the presence of 
Ayyangalayya, a resident of Jambuesvazal and the 


guru of the Kanata rulers. 


This indicates, the 
support that Viswanatha Nayaka had from the religious 
potentates of the Vijayanagara Empire, 


Thus, mainly due to the virtue of his loyalty 
and valour, Viswanatha Nayaka obtained the Madura 
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Kingdom which was no doubt a blessing of the 


Providence. 


Thirdly, a palm-leaf manuscript stands as 

7) witness for the crowing of Viswanatha Nayaka by 

Achyuta Raya. The Palm-leaf manuscript called the 

Dandyarajacharitre records that Viswanatha Nayaka 

bed many titles from Achyutadeva Raya. And 

having become the master of the southem Kingdon, 

he ruled over the Zand a-Mandala, with the city of 

Madura, as his omitel. 
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This manuscript, in lucid terms, relates 
that Achyuta Raya conferred several titles upon 
Viswenatha Nayaka, who bore the burden of the Empire 
attached to the southern Throne, It further states 
that Viswanatha Nayaka brought Vijayadurga and 
Mahalakshmi and installed them in the city of Madura, 
from where he ruled over the great Pandya-mandala. 


A close observation enables the surmise, 
that the golden idols of Durga and Lakshmi which were 
presented to Viswanatha Nayaka by Achyuta Raya at the 
Investiture ceremony, as mentioned in the Kaifiyat 
cited above, have been brought and installed in the 
city of Madura by Viswanatha Nayaka. This information 
is derived from the palm-leaf manuscript called 
Pandyarajacharitra. Thus, there is a continuity 
of narration of the events of the King Achyuta Raya's 
reiqm, with regard to Viswanatha Nayaka and his 
founding the Nayakship of Madura in contemporary 
literary works, the Kaifiyats and the Palm-leaf 
manuscripts, They al1 are unanimous in declaring 
that these events took place in the reign of Achyuta 
Raya under the tacit approval of the Emperor of 


Vi Jayanagara himself, 


£37 


Further, the first statue of the first ten 
Nayaks of Madura, installed in the Pudu Mantapan at 
Madura, which belongs to Viswanatha Nayaka in life- 
size, has an inscription over his head which records 


that he was "the first installean,?S 


He was indeed the first of the Nayakas of 
Madura, who inherited the Pandya kingdom from the 
01d childless ChandraSekhara Pandya with the approval 
and confirmation of Achyuta Raya, who actually crowned 
him, while bestowing the kingship of Pandya-nandala, 
yielding a revenue of 2} crores oX Yerahas, in 
appreciation of the great skill, which he had 
displayed in transacting the business of the state, 
irrespective of his sentiments towards his father, 
Nagama Nayaka. The celebration of his coronation 
took place at the capital Vijayanagara, as testified 
by the Kaifiyat and the Palm-leaf manuscript. 
Therefore, the views held by the aforesaid scholars, 
attributing the origin of the Nayaka Kingdom of 
Madura to Krishnappa Nayaka, the son of Viswanatha 
Nayaka does not hold water in the light of ths 
{fresh evidence, It was none other than Viswanatha 


Nayaka, who established the semi-independent kingdom 
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of the Madura Nayaks under the suzerainty of the 
Vijayanagara rulers, during the reign of King 
Achyuta Raya. 


' However, the probable date on which such a 
tum of events took place is yet to be established, 
As pointed out earlier, the scholars have assigned 
divergent dates in support of their own theories, 


But the problem has not been satisfactorily solved, 


Inscriptions alone have to be exploited, 
although they do not specifically mention the date of 


Viswanatha Nayaka's coronation at Vijayanagara. 


The earliest inscription of Viswanatha Nayaka 
in the Madura region is dated Saka 1454, Nandana, 
uttarayana, Sara Mina, Su, Prathama, Wednesday, 
ASvati, Yugadi-Punya Kalam, corresponding to Wednesday, 
March 26, 1533 AD. It registers a gift of the 
village Adanji in Kunrattur Ssirmai, on the northern 
bank of the Vaigai in Pandimandalam, by Viswanatha 
Nayaka, son of Nagama Nayaka, the Uliyam of the King, 
as tiruvidaiyattam to the temple 0? Alger, Melur 
taluk, Madura district. The gift was made for the 


merit of Achyutadeva Maharaya.*® 


This epigraph shows that Viswanatha Nayaka 
called himself a servant (uliyam) of the King Achyuta 
Raya, for whose spiritual ici: he granted a village 
on March 26, 1533 A.D. Wednesday, 85 when ASvati was 
current throughout the day. 


N. Venkata Ramanayya, while referring to 
the same inscription, 88 of 1928-9, gives the 


corresponding date as 1532 4D.” 


Obviously, he 

has ignored the other astronomical data given in the 
/ 

inscription and has merely converted §8aka 1454 into 


the Christian era. 


A lithic record of King Achyuta Raya, dated 
Syke 1457, Jaya, (1585 A.D.) fron the West Wpll of 
the Acastyesvara Shrine in the mi ruhalisvare temple, 
at Tirupattur, Ramad district, registers a gift of 
the village of Varagunaputtur for the merit of 


Viswanatha Nayakkar, son of Nagama Nayakkar. *S 
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This inscription is interesting and siegmificant 


as it records a gift by the Emperor, for the merit of 


his subordinate, It should be recalled,,at this juncture, 


of Achyuta Raya making a similar grant, for the merit of 


his subordinate, Sellappar alias Vira Narasimgharaya 
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Nayaka Saluva Dannayakar in 1529 AD. This rare 
action of the Emperor Achyuta Raya, in 1529 AD, has 
been established, as a token of gratitude, in retum 
for the services that Vira Narasimha rendered, at the 
$36 of the accession of Achyuta Raya, by being a 
firm supporter and managing the affairs of the 
Kingdom in the interval between Krishnadeva Raya's 
death and Achyuta Raya’'s arrival at Vijayanagara 
from Chandragiri. Therefore, in the case of Wra 
Narasimha, it was the deep gratitude that prompted 
Emperor Achyuta Raya, to make a grant for his 
subordinate's spiritual merit. 

In the present context, the only explanation 
that can be offered, for the making of a grant for 
Viswanatha Nayaka's merit by King Achyuta Raya, is 
that Viswanatha Nayaka's extraordinary loyalty excited 
the admiration of the King to such an extent, that he 
not only forgave Nagama Nayaka but conferred the 
severeignty of the Pandyan Kingdom on Viswanatha Nayaka 
With the title "the Lord of the Southern Throne" - which 
Viswanatha Nayaka governed as a subordinate of the 
Emperor at Vijayanagara, It was perhaps on this 
occasion that Achyuta Raya made a grant for the 


spiritual merit of Viswanatha Nayaka. Hence, the 


origin of the foundation of the Nayakship of Madura, 
may be assigned undoubtedly to Viswanatha Nayaka in 
the year 1535 A.D. 


Sewell also states in his Historical 
Inscriptions of South India, that in the year 
1535 AD. the government of Madura was in the hands 
of Viswanatha Nayaka, *? while he himself attributes 
the traditional accoumt of Nagamna Nayaka and his son, 


to the reign of Sadasive. 50 


It is wrong to assert that Nagama Nayaka, who 
was in the service of Saluva Narasimha, to be an active 
member in the affairs of the Empire of Vijayanagara, 
even during Sadasiva's reign. So, we can safely 
refute this theory as it is highly impossible to 
expect Nagama Nayaka to be in the active service of 
the Vijayanagara rulers right from Saluva Narasimha 
t1i11 Sadasiva Raya. 


Therefore, it may be surmised on the strength 
of the evidence accorded by epigraphs, local-records, 
palm-leaf manuscript, and contemporary literary works 
that Achyuta Raya crowned Viswanatha Nayaka, as the 
ruler of P&ndya-mandala in 1535 A.D. and with him began 
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the hereditary Nayakship of Madura, under the 


suzerainty of the Vijayanagara rulers. 


An inscription from Tirupati temle dated 
January 12, 1537 AD, denotes the piety of Viswanatha 
Nayaka and his close relationship with Achyuta Raya, 
The epigraph registers that Viswanatha Nayaka 
deposited 15,000 panam into the temple Treasury for 
the presentation of 500 anppapadi yearly at his 
mantapam built on the bank of dirs Raya’'s tank 
at Tirumalai, On this occasion, he accompanied King 


Achyuta Raya along with other state officers. 5! 


This above lithic record testifies to the 
fact, that though Viswanatha Nayaka was in charge of 
the Pandyan kingdom, yet he professed submission to 
Achyuta Raya, by accompanying him on a visit to 
Tirupati temple, in the company of other officers 
of the Empire, which only indicates his sincere loyalty 
to the Vijayaagara Emperor, veneration for Lord Sri 
Venkateswara and his cordial relations with other 
state officers, Thus, although Viswanatha Nayaka 
was ruling from Madura, he did not detach himself 


from the mainstream of the Vijayanagara Empire, 


Madura formed very mch an integral part of the 
vast Vijayanagara Empire and Viswanatha Nayaka 


richly deserved his position, as the first Nayaka 
of the Madura kingdom, 
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CHAPTER VIZ 


ACHYUTA RAYA'S PATRONAGE TO 
RELIGION, ART AND ARCHITECTURE 


24 


Chapter VII 


SECTION 1 ; RELIGION 


Achyuta Raya, though personally a stanuch 
Vaishnavite promoted a11 religions in his extensive 
Empire, His government identified itself with all 
the communities of the Empire by associating with 
their varied religious and social activities and 
extending its patronage to all sects, The tutelary 
deity of the Vijayanagara rulers was Virupaksha. By 
adopting religious catholicity, Achyuta Raya secured 
the harmony of all the religions and himself set an 
example by making several gifts to Vishnu, Siva and 
Jina temples. An epigraph dated 1537 A,D. bears 
testimony to the spirit of toleration that pervaded 
the Hindu community of Vijayanagara, by recording the 
construotion of a mosque and a grant of a village to 
the same, by two different Hindu citizens for the 


benefit of their Muslim counterparts.” 


During this period, both Vaishnavism and 
¢ 
Saivism were in a flourishing condition, which gave 
tremendous impetus to the production of religious 


literature and founding of the Mathas at various 


ಬ್‌ 


ಸ್‌ 


places. of the Empire, These Mathas were great seats 
of ಕಾನನ and imparted knowledge to the community 
ena 
in matters ‘spiritual and secular, in the fields of 
arts, literature and medicine, The Emperor extended 
his patronage to all these institutions, irrespective 
of the different sects to which they belonged. While 
the Mathas catered lo the intellectual needs of the 
community, the temples provided scope for the 
manifestation of religious sentiments of the people. 
It is needless to say that temples played a conspicuous 
role in the life of the commnity and exercised Gontrol 
| over it, while shaping its religious and ritualistic 
tendencies, being a Gai of community-life in the 


Hindu Empire.,, 


It is said that the number of inscriptions 
belonging to Achyuta Raya’'s reign, found in Tirupati 
temple are much larger in number than that of even 
Krishnadeva Raya.” These consist of the records of 
the king, his family and a comparatively larger number 
of his officers and others associated with the king in 
various capacities. However, the far greater number 
are from private individuals. Achyuta Raya's devotion 
to the temple is indicated not only by his ow visits 


and presentations to god Venkateswara, but also by 


248 


other works of his benefaction such as the 
construction of Achyuta Perumal Temple and nantapanms, 
the reforming of the Kapila-Tirtham into Chakra- 
Tirtham, etc, These records reveal that Achyuta Raya 
was a pious monarch having great devotion to’ god 
Venkateswara and as a devotee conducted himself 
accordingly. His example was emulated by the members 
of his court as it can be judged from their various 
donations in kind and cash to the temple, Mention 

is also made of a number of Vaishnava Acharyas and 
some of the Jiyars of the Ahobala-matha in these 


> 


records, It may pe said that Tirupati temple reached 
a very high state of prosperity during this period, 

which was certainly due to the great deal of attention 
paid to it by pious devotees like Emperor Achyuta Raya 


and his royal-court members. 
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The following details recorded in inscriptions 


would bear testimony to the religious temperament of 
Emperor Achyuta Raya and his mnificent gifts made to 
the temples, 

1° , Alithic record from Arulala Perumal Temple, 


1 fe 
in Little Conjeevaran, dated sgka 1454, Sravana ba. 


2850 


12, & (divara) corresponding to Sunday, July 28, 
1532 AD. registers that King Achyuta Raya, his 
queen Varadadevi and son Crown ~- Prince Venkatadril 
made the tulapurushg and gosahasra gifts and also 
granted 17 villages with an income of gadyanas 
1500, for offerings to the god Yaradaraja. 


ಥೂ An inscription from Havinahalu, Virapura 
Bellary taluk, dated Saka 1455, Jaya Vaisakha, su. 
15, corresponding to Tuesday, April 28, 1534 A.D, 
(not verifiable) records that King Achyuta Raya 
erected the sinhasana of the god Bukkasvara to the 
west of the temple of Virupakshadeva and made a 
gift of the village Dondavati for the service of 
the god, The gift is stated to have been made for 
the merit of his grandfather, ISvara-Nayaka and 
grandmother Bukkajyi-amma and that a copper-plate 
charter was granted to that effect and lingamudre 
stones set upon the boundaries of the village, which 
was given to Ramachandra-Dikshita, for conducting 


the worship. 4 


ಶೆ, An epigraph from Virabhadra temple, Lepaksh, 
Hindupur taluk, Anantapur district, dated Sgka 1459, 


ps 1 [ 
Hemalambi, Karttika, su, di, 12, Monday (utthanadvadasi) 


ka 
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corresponding to October 15, 1537 A,D., refers to 
4! 

the grant of two villages to the temple of Viresvara, 
[ 4 

made by Achyuta Raya in the presence of Vithalesvara 


on the banks of the Tungabhadra river. ? 


4 On the south base of the central shrine of 
the Vitthalasvamni temple at Hampi is a damaged 
inscription of Achyuta Raya, dated Saka 1453, Khara, 
Jyestha, Su. 15, equivalent to Tuesday, May 30, 

1531 A.D. recording a grant of a village by the 
king for offerings to the god Vitthaladeva. 


5 Another damaged inscription bearing the date 
sake 1453, Khara, Sravana, ba. 8, corresponding to 
Sunday, August 6, 1531 A.D. (not verifiable) from 
the Virabhadra temple, at Lepakshi, Hindupur taluk, 
Anantapur district, records that at the request of 
Virapanna, son of Nandi-Lakkisetti and Muddamamba 
king Achyuta Raya made a gift of the village | 
Chelavindla, surnamed Achyutendrapura, in the 
presence of the god Virupaksha on the bank of the 
Tungabhadra for the service of the gods Vrabhadra, 
Raghunatha and Papavinasa of Lepakshi. It also gives 
the family genealogy of the Vijayanagara kings in 


Sanskrit verses. ! 


6. An epigraph from Vitthalesvara temple at 
[4 f 
Hampi dated saka 1455, Vijaya, Margasira su, 11, 


guruvara, corresponding to Thursday, December 11, 
1533 AD. records the Sanskrit verse sung by 

Ti rumal amma about the gift of suvarna-meru made 
by King Achyuta Raya, in the presence of the god 
Vitthalesvara.® 


7 An inscription on the south wall of the 
third prakara in Sri Venkateswara temple, at Tirumala, 
dated sea 1454 with other details corresponding to 
January 31, 1533 AD. records that Emperor Achyuta 
Raya Maharaya presented valuable ornaments to Sri 
VYenkatesa as his ubhaiyam (donation) while he himself 
was performing the grchana (worship) for Sri Venkatesa 
and while the grchakas (temple-priests) were reciting 
the Srinivasa-sahasra-namam (1008 appellations of the 
god) in the presence of Queen Varadaji-amman and 
their son, Kumara Venkatadri, on his visit to the 


temle after his victorious southern camaign.” 


THie following valuable ornaments were 
presented to Sri YenkateSa by the Emperor Achyuta 
Raya, as his ubhaiyam on January 31, 1533 A.D, 
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"Tyo pairs of «ee. made of superior gold, 
one pair of ornaments intended for daily decoration 
of his eyes; one string of tgnikkay beads made of 
pure gold weighing 10 units of high value; one pair 
of valitilaikkay beads made of pure gold weighing 
10 units of big stone .,. ornament containing 
200 pearls, 33 rubies, 10 emeralds and 18 diamonds, 
four Bahuvalayam (ornaments for shoulders) «ess 
one pair of ornaments for the head containing 
122 pearls, 16 rubies, ? emeralds, and 4 diamonds, 
including 11 selected gems, altogether weighing «.» 
one Kuttam ornament for the Sikharan or tower set with 
709 a pearls, 3 emeralds, 30 rubies, 1 sapphire ,.. 
One necklace containing 600 pearls and 10 units of 
superior g01d ,.. altogether weighing 31 weights of 
£8014 including g01d stringS ... in total 785 gold 
weights including the Sarigai or lace made of 83 


carats of gold, 


After the performance of the apila-pasu 
(Lapilapasu mahadana) and svarna-varshan (suvarnamSru= 
mahadana) the Emperor presented the above mentioned 
ornaments with snapanatirunanjanam (holy=Dbath) to 
Sri Venkatesan. 10 
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Apart from making gifts to the deities 
and temples, Achyuta Raya appears to have instituted 


two new festivals, viz.,, the Lgkshmidevi Mahotsavam 


ad the Punarvasu Tirunal, as observed from 
inscriptions Brom Tirupati temple, Inscriptions 
bearing the date Sge 1457 Manmatha and other 
details, corresponding to December 26, 1535 A.D. 
records that Emperor Achyuta Raya instituted two 
new festivals, viz., Lakshmidevi Mahotsavam to be 


celebrated for Tiruvenkatamudaiyan and Alaimelumangai- 


Nachchiyar for 5 days and the Punarvasu Tirumal for 


Raghunathan (Sri Rama), Wachchiyar (Sitadevi) and 
Illaiya-Perumal (Lakshmana) on each of the 13 days 

of the Punarvasu star occurring in the year. Towards 
the expenses of the festivals, Achyuta Raya granted 

to the temle the uttarayam (income) of 300 rekhai-pon 
and 60 rekhai-pon respectively from the villages 
situated in the Kondavida sirmai and stipulated for 

the supply of all articles from the Sri-Bhandaram, 

In recounting the details of the Lakshmidevi Mahotsavan, 
the month in which 1% was required to be celebrated has 
been left out, However, this omission of the actual 
days of beginning and ending of the festival was made 


good in a post-script as being uttirattadinal for the 


ankurarpanam (seed-sowing), prior to the actual 
commencement of the festival and Rohini nakshatra 


for the sattumurai (1ast day). 


The same record mentions seven separate 
pavilions (mantapams), where the god had to be taken 


on certain festival days and food-=serwice offered, 


Achyuta Raya also installed deities and 
images of saints in sacred shrines, An inscription 
dated 1539 A.D., refers to the installation of Achyuta 
Perunalsvami in the newly-constructed Achyuta Perumal 


temle in Tirupati.” 


Another inscription dated 
1532 A.D., speaks of Vyasaraya installing the image 
of Yoga-Yarada Narasimhasvami in the court-yard of 
the Vitthala temple at Hampi, in the presence of 


Achyuta Raya. 


An epigraph from the Vitthala temple, Hampi, 
refers to the setting up of the 12 Sri Vaishnava 
Alvars and of Trukkachchi-Nambi Alvar, within its 


enclosure, {or the merit of Achyuta Raya 


Emperor Achyuta Raya, know for his policy 


of religious tolerance, made gifts to the Jainas (14 well. 
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[4 
An inscription from a Jaina temple called Sainiyammankoyil 
at Pallichchandal, Tirukkoyilur taluk, South Arcot 
1 
district, dated saka 1452 (wrong for 1454) Nandana, 


Mithuna, su. 10. Svati, Wednesday, corresponding to 
Wednesday, June 12, 1532 AD. states that at the request 
of Vaiyapva Nayaka (the chief of Gingee) King Achyuta 
Raya remitted the j0di and sulavari taxes on the lands 
belonging to the shrine of Vijaya Nayaka, a Jaina 

image, for the offerings and worship to the Jaina 


image of Nayanar Vijaya at Sanbai. !5 


It may be noted here that Achyuta Raya true 
to his religious temperament, made it a point to 
copie the traditions of his family by performing 
the Sraddha of his ancestors and thereby 1ed their 
spirits to emancipation. This is clearly revealed 
in an inscription of “oyu ಸಂಘಂ from Gaya. The 
epigraph is dated as Se ivahans Saka (wrong for 
Vikrama Samvat) 1588 Vikarin Margasira ba. 30, 
Friday regularly corresponding to December 8, 

1531 AD. It states that this dharma-sasana belongs 
to King Sri Vira Achyutaraya maharaya, the son of 
Narasimha, grandson of Isvara and great-grandson of 


ಕ 
Timmayya, The expression dharma-sasana means ‘a 
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document relating to religious merit! and it is 
quite appropriately employed in the present context 
as the record was obviously set uw by a person who 
made a pilgrimage to Gaya on the King's behalf, 
King Achyuta Raya is endowed in the inscription 
with the epithets Rgjadhiraja, Rajaparamesvara and 
Virapratapa as well as Hindu-rajya-sthapan-acharya 


(i.e. one who can teach how to establish the 
sovereignty of the Hindus) and Yadu-Kula-tilaka 
(ie. an ornament of the Yadu family). It records 
that a certain Timmananna made the occupants of 

the Vijayanagara throne Gaya-mukta (literally it 
means emancipated at Gaya). The record states that 
Timmananna performed the Sreddha of King Achyuta 
Raya's ancestors on the King's behalf at Gaya and 
thereby led their spirits to emancipation. Timmenanna 
was probably a priest of the Vijayanagara King, who 
was apparently sent to Gaya by Achyuta Raya in order 
to perform the pilgrimage on his behalf and at his 
cost as well as to celebrate the Srzddha ceremony 

of his departed ancestors. It is impossible to 
believe that King Achyuta Raya himself visited Gaya 
or anything to do with South Bihar. The inscription 
also gives the genealogy of King Achyuta Raya {rom 


his great-grandfather mimmayya.™® 
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King Achyuta Raya extended his patronage on 
a lavish scale to the Brahmanas, as is known from 
several of his inscriptions; a few examples of the 


Sane may be cited below % 


1. A Sopper-plate grant belonging to Achyuta 
Raya from Kurnool district, dated Saka 1455, Vijaya 
(1533 AD.) records that Achyuta Raya presented the 
village of Narasendrapur an alias Kallavaya to fifty 


Brahmanas.™” 


S _ 
2. Another Copper-plate dated sgka 1456, (ritu- 


panaabdhisitamsu) Jaya, Karttika, su. 12 (utthana 
dvadasi) Monday, corresponding to October 18, 1534 A.D., 
Sunday but; registers the gifts of the village Nagavara 
in the Chandragiri rajya to several Brahmanas (versed 

in different gostras) by king Achyuta Raya. Sabhapati 
is said to have composed the verses and Viranarya, 


son of Mallana, engraved the charter. 


Fo An inscription from Virinjipuram, Vellore 


taluk, North Arcot district, dated Saka 1457 (expired) 


Nandana, (1535 AD.) records the gift of a number of 


kulis of land to two Brahmanas, Tinmmappaiyan and 


[3 
Saivadirayar Vasantarayaguru by Achyuta Raya? 
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4, A copper-plate grant, dated Sata 1459, 
Hemalamba Karttika, 5ಬ, utthanadvadasi (1537 AD.) 
of Achyuta Raya, registers a sarvamanya grant of 
the village Seruvenjeru renamed Achyutendramaharayapuran, 
situated in Nandivala-sg1ma in Konadi-nadu, a sub- 
division of Rendayiravelipparru in Sengattu-Kottam, 
a district in the Chandragiri Rajya of Jayamkonda- 
cholamandalam, divided into shares among several 
learned Brahmenas of various gotras and sutras, 

The grant was made by the King, in the presence of 
god Vitthalesvara on the bank of the Tungabhadra at 


the request of Timmappa Nayaka.*O 


ರ, Yet another copper-plate grant of King 
Achyuta Raya records that the King granted a village 


named Yadavalli, situated in the s1mg of Panganadu 


attached to Udayagiri province, in Chirumana-sthala, 
to a learned Brahmana, Tirumala Bhatta, son of 
Bhairava Bhatta, of the Kaundinya otra, Apastamba 
sUtra and the Yajus S2khe, on the bank of Tungabhadra 
1n the presence of the deity Virupaksha, on the 12th 
lunar day of the bright half of Kartike in Seka 

1465 in the cyclic year Plava (1541-42 AD). The 


village Yadavalli was consequently surnamed as 


Achyutendrapuram and a village named Dharavali was 
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given for its support. The donee, Tirumala Bhatta, 
is said to have blessed Emperor Achyuta Raya, after 


receiving the eit. 


6. An unfinished lithic record from Sundararaja 
Perumal temle at Valarpuram, Arkonam taluk, Noxth 
Arcot district, dated Sake 1457, Durmukhi (1535 A.D.) 
records the privileges granted to certain priests in 
the temple of Alagiya Manavala Perumal at Valaikulam 
in Velimmadu in Narayanapura parru in Kunravarttana - 
Kottamn of Chandragiri zajya in Jayamngonda ~- 


Gholamandalam. ** 


2 A copper-plate grant belonging to Achyuta Raya, 
dated 1533 AD, states that the King often made the 
16 kinds of gifts in Gokarna, Sangam, Nivritti, 
Suvarna, Sankha Sonadri, Parvata, Virinchipura, Kanchi, 
Kalahasti and Kumbhakona, The inscription further 
records that on the banks of the Tungabhadra river, 
in the presence of the god Vitthalesvara, Achyuta Raya 
gave to the Brahmanas of many Sakhas, gotras and 
sutras, learned in the vedas and Sastras, the Kedagere 
village, a hamlet of Imambikasamdra in the Nirugunda = 
Sima, attached to Yakkati in the Hoysana kingdom, with 


all usual rights and details, The grant appears to 
have been made with a11 due ceremonies by King 
Achyuta Raya, surrounded by priests and learned 
men. The village was formed into 34 ಗಪ್ಯಗಿ೪ಅ5, the 
names of the recipients of which were written with 


details, in the grant. 


Nuniz says that in the palace of Achyuta 
Raya, who was well kmown for his distribution of 
money in charity, there were always two or three 
thousand Brahmanas, who were his priests and the 


King commandedto give alms to them, ** 


The most prominent gift that King Achyuta 
Raya, made to the Brahmanas was the gnandanidhi in 
in 1539 AD. Though the tern gnandanidhi has been 
given various connotations by scholars, yet the fact 


remains that it was a gift made to the Brahmanas by 


Emperor Achyuta Raya, The several inscriptions from 


different places mentioning the same great event, 


give the date as Saka 146], vikriti, Bhadrapada, su. 


12, Mangalavara, corresponding to Tuesday August 26, 
1559 ೩.೦. 
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Achyuta Raya, who was popularly know as 
Navakoti Narayana meaning Lord of nine crores, i.€6,, 
fabulous riohea,”5 Lt is said, made "Kuberas of 
Brahmans" as per the inscription from the 
Vitthalasvanin temple, Hampi.*” This may be an 
indication that a gift consisting of a lot of money 
and precious gems were given to the Brahmanas by 
the King. It is perhaps not unreasonable to suppose 
that Achyuta Raya was indeed surrounded by the 
Brahbmeanas, in anticipation of some gift or the 
other from the most liberal and generous=minded 


monarch, 


Queen’ Varadambika and Crown=Prince Venkatadri 
also made gifts to temples, An inscription from Sri 
Venkateswara temple, Tirupati, dated Saka 1456 and 
other details corresponding to April 5, 1534 A,D,, 
records that Varadajidevi-amman, the Queen of Emperor 
Achyuta Raya, granted six villages yielding an annual 
income of 920 rekhai pon for the benefit of the Sri 
Bhandaram for the pee of propitiating Sri Venkatesa 
with 20 Tirupponakam (ven-pongal talizai) daily as her 
ubhaiyam (service) Lica ek Veredaildsvi-cenen avasaram 
(offering) to be performed after conducting the Achyuta 


Raya's avasaramn and Krishna Raya's gvasaram at 

Ti mmalai. The details of the 8 villages are as 
follows: China Madappulur and Muttukkur, situated 
in Ghandikota sirma each contributing 200 rzekhal 
pon; Poliva in Kondavidu-rajyam another 200 rekhai 


pon and Valli and Mangamur in the same province 


35 pon each and Paindapalli gramam in Narayaapura- 


+ 
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chchirmai 110 rekhai pon and all the villages together 


yielding 140 rekhai pon more from other sourees.* 


Another stone inscription from Renganathasvami 


temple at Srirangan, Trichinopoly taluk, dated Saka 
[aR 

146(2), Sarvarin, Avani (27) - / 1540 AD._7 records 

the gift of a lamp-stand weighing 1399 vygrahgn and an 


endowment for its upkeep by Chikka Venkatadri Raya, 
son of King Achyuta Raya. The gift deed was executed 
by Salakkaraju Chinna Tirumaladeva Maharaja and the 
endowment was made into the hands of Bhogayadeva- 


maharaja. 


During this period also, the celebration of 
festivals was considered as an integral part of the 
Hindu society - which, was an occasion of great 
Jubilation and enjoyment, Contemporary literature 


and inscriptions and foreign travellers who witnessed 
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the magnificence of some of these celebrations have 

left admirable accounts of the same, The festivals 

were conducted in temles with the aid of the 
assignments given in the form of revenue and produce 

by the royal family and the citizens of the Vijayanagara 
Empire, 


As the philosophical or symbolical 
significance of festivals such as Mahanavanmi, 
Deepavali, Car-festival or the Rathasaptami, the 
Ekadasi, the Dvadasi, the Makarasankranti, the 
Gokulashtami, the Siveratri, ete. are well-known, 
it is sufficient to give a few examples from 
inscriptions, where some aid was offered, for the 
worship or celebration of these festivals during the 


period under study, 


1, An epigraph from the Nataraja temple at 
Chi danbaram, South Arcot district, dated Saka 1451 


(in words) virodhi, Phalguna, Sunday, ba. 5, Mula 
corresponding to Sunday, February 20, 1530 A,D, records 
that the income from 82 specified villages amounting 
to 3,000 pon which had been originally allotted by 
Krishnaraya Nayaka for the expenses of the car and 
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other festivals and for repairs to the temple of 
Chidambaresa at Perumbarrappuliyur was re-endowed 
by King Achyuta Raya, at the request of Saluva 
Dannayaka, which was left in charge of a tapasvin 


named periyadevar. 50 


PR The dhvaja-seve or flag-service was another 
feature of the car festivals. An inscription from 
Ranganatha temple, of Rangapura Pavugada taluka, dated 
1541 AD.) records that by order of the Emperor Achyuta 
Raya, the minister Rama Bhatta's younger brother 
Yellappayya granted the tank Ketagaudanakere and 
the village Gopagondanahalli, surnamed Venkatasanudra, 
to Dhvaja Timmana Dasa, son of Vasudeva Nagayya, for 
conducting every year the flag service and the jatra 
of the god Tiruvengalanatha. It further states that 
the agent for the charities of Yellappayya, Hebbaruva 
Upadhyaya of Rodda who was the Superintendent 
(parupatyakarta) of the sgime was ordered to see that 
the charity was carried on properly. This clearly 
indicates that charities granted, at the instance 
of the government were placed under an official of 


the state, 
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ಕೈ The feudatories and nobles of Vijyayangara 
also gave endowments for the car festival. A l11thic 
record dated gia 1465 (1541-42 A.D.) relates that a 
gift of money was made by a feudatory (not named) of 
the Emperor Achyuta Raya for maintaining the car 
festival in the temple of Tuyyamamani Nayinar at 


Urrattur, Trichinopoly district. 5” 


4, An inscription from Tirumakudlu Narasipur 
taluk, dated 1541 ಹರ; introduces Achyuta Raya's 
great Prime Minister, Varanasi Varadappanng, whose 
agent was Kannappa Nayaka. The record states that 
Kanmappa's son Tamma Nayaka caused a new car to be 
made for the god Hanumantesvara, Lord of Vahnipura, 
together with new images of Umaskandesvara, Vighnesvara 
and other attendant-gods; and in oxder that this car- 
festival might be permanent, he granted certain 
specified paddy fields and 900 arecca trees. To 
which Tippamma (unidentif1ed) added other similar 
grants for the same ೦8, 5ರ 
ರಿ A lithic epigraph from Karivaradarajya Perumal 
temple, at Aragaliar, Attur taluk, Salem district, dated 


{ [| 
saka 1454, Nandana, Kumbha, su. di, 3, Monday, uttara- 
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Bhadrapada (wrong for Purva Bhadrapada) corresponding 
to Monday, January 27, 1533 AD., belonging to the 
reign of Achyuta Raya “who levied tribute from all 
countries", records that a certain kann, a kaikkola 
of Kuhaiyur, having instituted a new car festival in 
the temple, the managers met together in the sopana- 
mantapa and decided to grant him and his descendants, 
a house, a loom, a piece of land and some privileges 


in the temple. 5 


6, A stone inscription from Sri Govindarajasvami 


[és 
temple in Tirupati dated sgka 1454 with other details, 


equivalent to February 18, 15852 AD. registers that 
Rama Bhattar, an able general, viceroy, and a skilful 
administrator in the Empire of Achyuta Raya, paid the 
sum of 3500 pgnam into the temple treasury for certain 
offerings and Sects panguni-uttiram festival to 
Sri Govindarajan and a floating festival to Sri Rama 
abiding in Tirupati. 5 


ಣ್ಣ Mention is made of the Ekadasi and Dvidasi 
festivals in the epigraphs. An inscription dated Sake 
1461 (1539-40 AD.) registers the gift of three villages 
Kalappalanpattu, Tarkolappattu and Pantittangal in 
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Damar-Kottam of the Chandragirirajya by Parankusa- 


Jiyar, for meeting the expenses on 15 Ekadasi days. 55 


8, Another inscription from Arulala Perumal 
[4 
temple, Little Conjeevaran, dated sgka 1464, Subhakrit, 


Mithuna, 2 di-trayodasi, Sunday, Mula corresponding 
to June £5, 1542 AD, records that a gift of 250 panam 
for offering cakes on Ekadasi days after the return of 
the god from procession. The money was deposited on 


interest with the manradis of Tiruvatliyur. 5” 


9, An epigraph from the Madhavarayasvamin temple 
at Gorantla, Hindupur taluk, Anantapur district, dated 
sake 1455, Vijaya, Kartika, Su. 15, Sunday, corresponding 
to November ?, 1533 A,D., records that Timmappa Nayadu, 
son of Vakiti-Mallappa Nayadu, ordered the temple 
authorities to revive the festivals and processions 
on the day of daSam amd paurnam in the temple, which 


had been neglected ti11 then. 5ರ 


10. Gokul ghtani festival also figures in 
inseriptions. In 153 AD, Timmappa Nayaka granted 
to Giri Bhatta's son grchaka Timma Bhatta, certain 
lands in the presence of the God Tiruvengalanatha of 


Alambagiri, on the day of GokulZshtami. 59 
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11, An interesting donation, couched in an 
inscription from Arulala Perumal temple, Little 


[4 
Conjeevaram, dated sgka 1460, Vilambi, Karkataka, 


su. ai. ekadasi (wrong for dvadasi) Jyestha, Monday, 
corresponding to Monday, July 8, 1538 AD.,, records 

a gift of 100 panam for celebrating the day of 
Srijayanti festival, on which Sri Krishna was born. 

In making provision for worship and offerings, it 

was particularly laid down that the image of Krishna 
should be represented as a child, drinking milk, 
placing the conch at the mouth, The gift was engraved 
on stone in the name of Vada Tiruvengadajiyar, the 
Koyil-Kelvi (who was the disciple of Paravastu Nayinar 
ied) Shes Kandadai Rananujenjiaiyengar, 


one of the managers of the temple.“ 


List of such epigraphical details ca be 
multiplied, with regard to celebration of festivals. 
It may not be out of place here, to discuss a point 
of inconsistency in Nuniz's chronicle dealing with 


the Mahanavami festival, 


Nuniz after giving the initial details of 
the Mahanavami festival celebrated in September goes 


on to say that when these varied festive activities 
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and the sprinkling of the holy water on horses and 
elephants by the priests are done ‘in the presence 
of the king, who remains seated on a throne of gold 
and precious stones; he never sits on this except 
only this once in the year, And this king that now 
reigns does not sit on it, for they say that whoever 
sits on it must be a very truthful man, one who 


speaks the whole truth, and this king never does 
so i] fe 41 


In order to perceive the truth behind this 
unfortunate statement, one has to refer to the 
accounts of the other foreign travellers speaking 
of the same Mahanavami celebration in their respective 
times. Abdur Razzak, who visited Vijyayanagara during 
the time of King Devaraya IT also makes reference to 
the throne and the place where the king was seated 
during the festival days. “The throne, which was of 
extraTordinary size, was made of g01d; and enriched 
with precious Stones of extreme value ,|,, Before 
the throne was a square cushion, on the edges of 
which were sew three rows of pearls. During the 
three days the king remained seated on this cushion, 
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When the f9te of Mahanewi was ended, «eee Abdur 


Razzak considers Mahanavamni to have been celebrated 


only on three days. 


Paes, who visited Vijyayanagara, during 
Krishnadeva Raya's reigm gives a detailed account 
of the Mahanavami festival, He says that ".,, in this 
House of victory the king has a room (casa) made of 
cloth, with its door closed, where the idol has a 
shrine; and in the other, in the made (of the 
building), is placed a dais opposite the staircase 
in the middle; on which dais stands a throne of state 
made thus, = it is four-sided, and flat, with a round 
top, and a hollow in the middle for the seat, As 
regards the woodwork of it, you mst know that it 
is all covered with silk cloths (? soajes), and has 
lions all of g01d, and in the spaces between the 
cloths (s0ajes) it has plates of 01d with many rubies 
ad seed-pearls, and pearls underneath; and round the 
sides it is all full of golden images of personages, 
and upon these is much work in gold, with many precious 
stones. In this chair is placed an idol, also of gold, 
embowered in roses and flowers, On one side of this 
chair, on the dais below, stands a head-dress;) this 


also is made in the same manner; it is upright and 
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a8 q high as a span, the top is rounded, it is all 
full of pearls and rubies and all other precious 
stones, and on the top of it is a pearl as large as 

a nut, which is not quite round, On the other side 

is an anklet for the foot made in the sane fashion; 

it is another state jewel, and is full of large pearls 
and of many rubies, emeralds, and diamonds, and other 
stones of value; it will be of the thickness of a 
man's arm, In frontof all this, at the edge of the 
dais resting on a support were some cushions where 


the king was seated during all these feasts. "#3 


Both Abdur Razzak and Paes proclaim with 
one accord that the king was seated on a cushion in 
front of the throne, during all the festive days, 
But Nuniz opines that kings normally sat on the throne; 
except for King Achyuta Raya and tries to justify his 
statement by saying that Achyuta Raya being a dishonest 
person, did not sit on the throne, as it was meant for 
those kings who were truthful. From this, it-is quite 
apparent, that Nuniz fabricates a story to justify 
King Achyuta Raya not being seated on the throne on 
the festive days; perhaps assuming that the throne 
being meant for the king, must have been occupied 
by the earlier rulers and it was certainly a curious 
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position to him to find Achyuta Raya, being seated 
elsewhere. This point of inconsistency in Nuniz's 
 Ghronicles, once again proves that the modem 

historian must be highly cautious in accepting his 
statements at their face-value, being the account 

of an eye-witness, However, it may be said that 

king Achyuta Raya, by participating in the various 
religious ceremonies and making extensive religious 
grants to the gods and Brahmanas, evoked the blessings 
of 80೦d fortune and stable government. Above all, the 
celebration of festivals served the ruler and the ruled 
am opportunity to come together in the presence of the 
ಪಂಕ, to seek His blessings for a peaceful life on earth 
and after death, 


The popularity of Emperor Achyuta Raya, inspite 
of the adverse evidence given by Nuniz, is proved by 
epigraphs containing several grants made for the merit 
of the monarch and his family, by officers and private 
individuals. ‘ 


# 


1 The agents of Tiruvengada Annayan, according 
to an insoription dated only in the cyclic year 
vikrita, Tai, 13 (=AD. 1530, January 9th, Sunday), 
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gave certain house-sites and money as a gift to 
private individuals (named) in order that merit 
might accrue to Achyuta Deva Raya, for the formation 
of a mada-vilagam and service in the temple of 


Agastyesvara at Aviriar.** 


2. Malapa Nayandu presented a bell to the temple 
of Mallikarjuna at Srisailam, Kurnool district and a 
jee otto tie goddess Brahndranba, in Seka 1452 
(AD. 1530-1) for the merit of Achyuta Deva Raya and 
Krishna Deva Raya. * 


4 
ತೆ, A stone inscription from Pushpavanesvara temple 


at Tiruppundrutti, Tanjore taluk, dated Saka 1454, 


Nandana, Dhanus, Su. 12 (1532 AD.) records an order 
issued to the residents of Tiruppundrutti and 
Pandaravadai and Séniyetteruv of Kandiyur stating 
that certain specified taxes had been assigned to the 
temple of Tiruppundrutti by Krishbnapuram Varadappayar, 
for the merit of King Achyuta Raya, on the occasion of 
the Godavadasi39 

4, A stone inscription from the Chennakesava 
temple at Potladurti, Proddutur taluk, Cuddapah district, 
dated Sake 14(55) Nandana, Karttika, Su. 12, Sunday 
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(wrong for Saturday), corresponding to Saturday, 
November 9, 1532 A.D. registers gifts of lands made 
by Mahamandalesvara Tirumaladeva Maharaja, son of 
Ramaraja Srirangayyadeva Maharaja of Kandanavrolu, 
to Varanasi Yallambhatlu and several other Brahmanas 
of ‘Potladurti, for the merit of the King. The gift 
is said to have been made in the presence of the god 


Vidvesvara- Vi rupaksha on the banks of the rungabhadra. *” 


(oS Another inscription belonging to the reign of 
Achyuta Raya "who was pleased to witness the elephant 
hunt" from Tiruvadisulam, Chingleput district, dated 


4 


saka 1455, Nandana (1533 AD.) records a gift of money 


for offerings and lamps to the temple of Naduvariyam- 
Tambiranar at Tiruvidaichchuram by the Mahamandalesvara 
Kumara Salakaraja Tirumalayadeva Maharaja for the merit 
of the King. # 

6, An inscription from Kalahastiévara temple, 
Kalahasti, dated Sgka 1455, Vijaya, Simha, Su. Saptani, 


Tuesday (Anusha), corresponding to August 26, 1533 A.D. 
registers the gift of 2000 pangm by Ramabhattar for the 


merit of Achyuta Raya and Varadadevi-amman, for 
offerings made to the god, when he halted at the 
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pavilion in the garden (orandur), on the day of 


Panemi-uttiram + 


7 An epigraph from Narasimhaperumal temple, 
Narasingapuramn, Ponneri taluk, Chingleput district, 
dated Sake 1455, Vijaya, (1533 4D.), registers a 


gift of the village Periya-Puliyavi, surnamed 
Narasimhapuram to Brahmanas, for the merit of King 
Achyuta Raya, by an agent of his named, Tittara-Pillai, 
on the occasion of the consecration of the image of 
Lakshmi-Marasimha-mrti, 50 

8, Another epigraph from Sri Venkatesvara temple, 
Tirupati, dated Sake 1456 with other details 
corresponding to July 20, 1534 A D., mentions 
Bhachoharasayyan or Ramaya Bhaskara, son of Padirikuppam 
Sriramayyan, and states that he alone should receive 
the donor's quarter share of the 7 tirupponaka-prasadanm, 
offered for the merit of the Crowm-Prince Chikka 


Venkatadriraya. °- 


§ i / 
9, An epigraph {from Tirumalai temple dated saka 


1456, with other details, equivalent to August 23, 
1534 A.D. states that Bhandaramn Siru Timmayar, son ಲ್ಲ 
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Bhandaram ipparasar, ಕಂಣಸೇಕಿ 4000 narpan am with the 
stipulation of presenting 66 Yadai-pedi to Sri 
Venkatesa during Friday ablutions and on the days 


of monthly birth-star of Emperor Achyuta Raya. 


10, A lithic record from Vitthalasvamin temple, 
Hampi, dated Saka 1456, Jaya (1534 A.D.) records 
certain gift made, for the merit of King Achyuta Raya 
and Crown-Prince Venkatadri, 55 


11. In the firamalitemple there is another 
inscription dated Saka 1458 and other details, 
corresponding to December 15, 1536 A.D. recording 
that Penukonda Virappannan, granted village, Pasikalpadu, 


situated in Ghandikota-sivmai, yielding a annual income 
of 120 vekhai-p on and made this day, a donation of 200 
rekhai~pon into the temple treasury for the merit of 
Emperor chile Raya, with the stipulation of offering 
8 Jirupponakataligai daily to Sri Venkatesa as his 


ubhaiyam at Rirumalai. 


12. A lithic record from Kalahastisvara temle 
1 
at Kalahasti, dated saka 146/17, Vilambi, sinha, Su. 


chaturdasi, Friday (wrong for Thursday) Tiruonam, 
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equivalent to Thursday, Angust 8, 1538 AD. registers 
a gift of 6,360 pon n for Fruitide to the god by 
Ramabhattarayyan during the service instituted by 
him, for the merit of the King, Achyuta Raya. The 
money was invested by the temple authorities, for 
the improvement of certain tanks and lands in some 
specified villages. It further refers to the gift 
of two copper images of the donor and Timmaya for 
holding the lamps before the god? 


18, An epigraph from iruttalisvara temple at 
Tirupattur, Ramad district, dated Saka 1460 (expired) 
Vilambi (1538 A.D.) records a gift of land by Periya 
Ramappa Nayakkar to a shrine of Bhairava in 
miruttalisvara temple, for the merit of King Achyuta 


Raya. ೨6 


14, A Copper-plate grant dated Saka 1461, Vikari, 
Bhadrapada, Su, 15 (1539 A.D), registers the gift of 
the village Kotturu, renamed Praudhadevarayapuranm, 
after purchasing it from several Brahmanas of the 
Kasyapa - gotra, whose ancestors had received it from 
King Devaraya, by Virappauna Mahipati of Penugonda, 
for offerings and worship to god Virabhadra at 


Lepakshi, for the merit of King Achyuta Raya,” 


Ne 


oy RS p 2 


2( 580003 
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15 For the merit of Achyuta Raya, the door- 
keeper of the monarch (avara kattigaya) Kamanna 
Nayaka granted the Sripatihalli for the offerings, 
anointing, worship, illuminations and all other 
ceremonies of the god Gangadhara "dwelling in the 


Southern Kasi", 


16, A stone inscription from the village 
Basavanapura, dated Saka 1464, Plavasam; Yagha 81.14, 
Monday, corresponding to Monday, January 30, 1542 A.D, 
records that a person named Achyutarayaru Apayyanavaru, 
made a gift of a village Abur (seringapatam taluk) 
for the services of food-offerings to the god 
Nanjundesvara, for the merit of King Achyuta Raya 


of Vijayanagara. 59 


| These epigraphs testify to the fact that 
the people continued to show their regard and respect 
for the great monarch from the beginning 1111 the last 
year of his reigm. But P.B.Desai, Srinivas Ritti and 
BR. Gopal have stated that Achyuta Raya "amassed 
wealth by extortion {from the nobles and lavishly 
spent it by performing sacrifices and pompously 


celebrating Great Gifts like inandanidhi".5° mpese 
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scholars have obviously clothed Achyuta Raya in a 
very mean garb and painted his noble deed of making 
gifts, out of funds procured through dishonourable 
means. However, Achyuta Raya was certainly not 
inhuman or ruthless, Apparently, these scholars 
have derived this information from Nuniz, This 
inconsistent point has been taken up for discussion 
in the following Chapter IX. However, it is Sufficient 
here to say that Achyuta Raya was not seeking to be 
liberal through avaricious and unsympathetic ways. 
If it were to be so, would he be held in such high 
esteem by his nobles and people? These numerous 
epieraphs, containing gifts for the nerit of the 
King, only indicate that Achyuta Raya was liberal 
and noble-minded good~-hearted, compassionate, 
altruistic and possessed several other praiseworthy 
characteristics, that he richly deserved the ardent 


devotion of his subjects, 


10, 
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SECTION 2 : ART AND ARCHITECTURE 


Art: 


Music and dance assumed great popularity 
during this period, There are numerous references 
in epigraphs to the accomplished ‘singing’ and 
‘dancing’ girls. They indicate not only the general 
level of prosperity but also artistic attainments, 
In addition to the services rendered, in the cause 
of religion, Achyuta Raya also sent a number of 
damsels to Tirupati, from his capital city Vijayanagara, 
to serve god Venkateswara in their humble way and to 


live on the prasidam granted to them from the temple. 


An inscription from Sri Govindarajasvami 
temple in Tirupati, dated Saka 1453 and other details 
corresponding to June 6, 1531 A.D. mentions Muddukuppayi, 
daughter of Vidvatasabharaya Ranjakam Kuppasani. The 
record states that Emperor Achyuta Raya ordered 
Muddukuppayi to serve as the dancer in the temple 


/ 
of Sri Venkatesa at mirumalaz.™ 


She was further 
enjoined to reside permanently in Tirupati and maintain 


herself with one plateful of prasadam to be given to 
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her everyday from the temple of Sri Govindaraja. She 
was also required to see to the continuance of this 


peculiar service through her descendants. 


Hanumasani, daughter of Uttida Timmayan, 
was another such temple damsel, An epigraph from 


/ 
Tirupati, dated saka 1461, Vikari and other details, 


pertaining to January 31, 1540 A. D., refers to her 
as having built a garden-mantapa, and the donation of 
820 ngrpanam to the temple, for providing certain 
hadi the god and speaks of herself as one 
among the temple damsels, resident in Tirupati, who 


had been assigned to the temple by Achyuta Raya. 


These temple damsels were knowm as Emeru- 
manadiyars, meaning God's servants, intended to 


render service of various kinds in the temple. 


Am incomplete inscription from Tirupati dated 
ಸ 
saka 1454 (1532 AD.) mentions Tallapakam Pperiya 
Tirumnalayyanagar, son of Annamayyangar, of Bharadvaja= 


1 3 
otra, Asvalayana-sutra and Rik-Sakha, and records that 


as per the order of Emperor Achyuta Raya, he sang 
various sringara-sankirtanas, in praise of Sri 
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t 
Venkatesa, reconstructed the 014 tank at Tirumalai, 
erected mantapam around it and also raised prakara 
walls for the shrines. * 


Achyuta Raya extended his patronage to Ramaya~= 


matya, the author of the famous Swaramelakalanidhi and 
appointed him as the governor of the province of 
Kondavidu, probably as a mark of his appreciation 


of the musician's talents. 


Some of the sculptured panels depicting 
intricate dancing postures are extant in the ruins 


of Hampi, Kalahasti, etc, 


Painting appears to have flourished like the 
other allied arts. Specimens of Vijayanagara painting 
are found in a few temples, in a sadly mutilated 
condition. The torsos of a king and a queen can be 
seen even today within the prakara of the Achyutaraya's 
temple at Vijayanagara. ® 


The erudite Scholar C.Sivaramamurti’ who has 
made an extensive study on Vijayanagara paintings from 
the temple at Lepakshi, has brought out many interesting 


and instructive points, 


Mention may be made of the group of temples, 
namely the Virabhadra temple, the Siva and Vishnu 
temples at Lepakshi, which are of considerable 
imortace, for the beautiful paintings they contain. 
These temples were erected by the local chieftains, 
Virupanna Nayaka and Viranna, serving Achyuta Raya 
and are dedicated to the patron deity Virabhadra. 
These three structures have a common nantapa, forming 
a triangle, and the ceiling of this mantapa, Contains 
the painting of a large figure of the god Virabhadra 
with the two chieftain-brothers, Other scenes painted 
here are taken Pe Mahabharata and the 
Puranas, covering the entire ceiling of this mantapa 
now mostly damaged, What remains is a sufficient 
testimony, to the mastery of the artists and their 


creative imagination, 


Architecture: 


It is said that the period between the accession 
of Krishnadeva Raya and the death of Achyuta Raya formed 
one of the glorious periods in the brilliant art and 
architecture of the Vijayanagara Empire.” Temple, 
architecture received great impetus during Achyuta 
Raya's reign, indicating the vigour of religious life, 
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which was equally significant as the intense 
philosophical activity of the period, The buildings 
that were erected may be divided into two categories, 
(4) Temples, and (11) Secular Works. However, it 
may be stated that a stylistic study of the 
architecture of the period has not been taken up. 
Only the bare details of the buildings that were 
erected and the other welfare works undertaken have 
been portrayed here to give an insight into the 


building activity during this period, 


Lemples: 

1, Early in his reign, Achyuta Raya took up the 
construction of the Vitthala shrine at Hampi of the 
previous reign, which however was never finished or 
conscerated, as per the report of the Archaeological 


Department of India,5 


2, He also built new temples at Hampi and elsewhere, 
The Achyutarayasvami temple built at Hampi by King 
Achyuta Raya in 1539 A.D, as per the inscriptions on 
its gateways, was designed on similar lines to the 
famous Vitthala temple, It is comparatively a large 
temple, situated in a double-walled enclosure of great 
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size, with lofty gateways, an Ammam shrine, a 
Kalyanamandapam and several other mandapas and 
spaclous verandahas, supported by finely carved 
granite pillars besides a few panels manifesting 
exquisite workmanship. The stone-carving of the 
ruined gateways deserve notice, particularly that 

on the northern gateway of the inner courtyard, 

The gateways are carved exquisitely with different 
incamations and the conch and the chakram symbols 
of Achyuta (Vishnu) along with 1ittle figures of 
Krishna. The bases of the inner and outer door-jambs 
contain graceful female figures on either side, 
representing in duplicate the river goddess Ganga, 
standing on the back of the makara (crocodile) from 
which issues a floriated scroll. These figures are 
perhaps meant to be as the guardians of the temple. 
On the west wall of the north gopura of the 
Achyutarayasvani temle, is an undated inscription, 
consisting of a Sanskrit verse in praise of King 


Achyuta Raya. 10 


ಪಿ The Pattabhirama temple at Kamalapur, a 
creation of Achyuta Raya is unsurpassed for its 


massive grandeur by any other structure of its kind, 
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81111 extant in its neighbourhood, It is totally 
devoid of any omanentation; its large hall standing 
on lofty pillars facing the eastern gopura and the 
huge tank, with the granite mandapa in the centre, 


are some of the special features of this tenple.™ 


On the right and left sides of the east 
gopura of the Pattabhiramasvami temple in the village 
of Kamalapur are found inscriptions of Achyuta Raya, 
dated Saka 1461, Vikarin.™” 


4, The building activities of Achyuta Raya were 
spread all over his extensive Empire, Apart from his 
visits to the Sri Venkatesvara temple at Tirupati and 
valuable presents made to the deity, Achyuta Raya also 
made several other donations to the temple there, One 
of them on record is of date ನೆಯ£ಡ 1458, Khara, and 
other details corresponding to June 25, 1531 AD, in 
three South Indian languages, Telugu, Tamil and Kannada, 
According to which, Achyuta Raya is reported to have 
provided the tank, Kapila Tirtham, in Lower Tirupati 
with steps of granite stone, all round, with sandhya- 
vandana mantapams on the east and west sides and 


4 
planted stones bearing the discus of Vishnu (Sudarsanasila 
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or Tiruvilikkal) at the four corners of the pond 


excavated in rock, Three of these inscribed stones 
are visible, while the fourth is built into a parapet 
wall of a later building. Kapila-Tirtham was renamed 
as Chakra-Tirtham, as being sacred to 4೦ Tiruvengalanatha 
and the charitable service rendered by Achyuta Raya 

‘ through the laying of the stone-steps and the 
construction of the sandhya-vandana mantapams for 

the attainment of chaturvidha-purushartha-siddhi, 
i.ee., the four human ends of life ~- (i) Dharma 
(righteousness), (i1) Artha (wealth), (iii) Kama 
(wishes), (iv) Yoksha (salvation). 5 


ರಿ On one of the occasions of his visits to 
the Tirupati temle, December 26, 1535 AD, Achyuta 
Raya appears to have constructed a tank, know as 
Achyuta rayakoneri and seven mantapams, out of which, 
two were named after King Achyuta Raya; two after his 
queen Varadajianman; one after his son Crowm-Prince 
Venkatadri; one after his father Narasa Nayakar; 


and one after his mother Obachchi-amman.T¥ 


6, A noteworthy event of Achyuta Raya's reign 
was the installation of the image of Yoga-Narasimha 
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in the court-yard of the Vitthala temle at Haml 
by Vyasaraya on Thursday, Vaishnava Nakshatra, 
Svavana ba 2, Indra Yo&a, Seka 1454, Nandana, 
corresponding %0 July 18, 1532 A.D. 15 

7, Besides, the above temples, Achyuta Raya 
built a temple in Tirupati, for the god Achyuta 
Perumal in the land belonging to the village of 
Kottur, which was a tiruvidaiyattam of Tiruvenkata- 
mudaiyan and established an ggrahara of 120 houses, 
built round the temple, after paying 2400 narpanam 
into the Sri Bhandaram, (temple treasury) of Sri 
Venkatesa as compensation for the site taken up. 
To meet the expenses of the daily worship of this 
deity, he granted the oe of Parittiputtur, 
diving it pt 20 shares, assigned to this new temple, 
On a date s Saka 1460, Vilambi, corresponding to 
February 8, 1539 AD,, he made a gift of 100 out 
of the 120 houses in the ggrahara to the Brahmanas, 
who occupied them at the time, with all rights of 
possession, succession, sale, mortgage, tramsfer, 
gift, etc., but reserved 20 houses for the temple, 
for the residence of the priests, naintaining 
themselves from the 20 shares of the village of 
Parittiputtur, assigned to the Achyuta-Perumal temple. 


2394 


This agrahara of Achyutarayapuram was in the northern 
suburb of Tirupati, situated at the foot of the hill 
to the east of the road leading to Kapila-Tirthanm, 

in the site, on which only a ruined tower now stands, 
While the grant of 100 houses in the ggrahara was 
made by the King in sake 1460, Vilambi (1539 A D.), 


the consecration of the deity, the construction of 

the temple and the establishment of the village must 
have taken place some years earlier, For, there is 

a reference to Achyuta Perumal in a record of suka 
1458, Durmukhi = January 31, 1537 AD, which registers 
a provision for his propitiation at a certain mentapam, 
on the Padiyavettai-nal and hence the installation 
must have been effected by Achyuta Raya during the 
early years of his reign. A fragmentary inscription 
dated on the 16th day of Avani in the cyclic year 
Vilambi, Saka 1460, equivalent to August 15, 1538 A.D,, 


records some provision made for Achyutaraya-Maharayar 
Chathram (Choul try) and for Achyuta Perumal in 
Achyutarayapuram, Therefore, it appears that Achyuta 
Raya also established a charity-house or a free-feeding 


house in the suburb, laid out by him 


This leads one to the reasonable conclusion, 


that in harmony with the Hindu practice of perpetuating 
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the memoxy of men, through designating tanks, buildings, 
gardens and even certain charities and services in 
temples after their names, Achyuta Raya also kept 

up the memory of his family by the mantapams he built; 
the tanks which he constructed; the suburbs he laid 
out} the deities he installed; the feeding-houses 
which he established and the offerings he provided, 


8 A copper-plate grant of Achyuta Raya, dated 
Monday, the 15th lunar day of the bright fortnight of 


Chaitra in the year khara, Saka 1433, on the occasion 


of a lunar eclipse (Khara is wrongly mentioned for 
Srimukha) records that the illustrious Rajadhiraja 
Rajaparamesvara Virapratapa Achyutaraya Meharayalu, 
got a fort called Kudirikantikota erected in 
Muktimaladurga situated to the north of Kolalasime, 
together with a village called Chalamkota built to 
the west of the fort and caused therein a temple to 
god Chennakesvarasvamni to be constructed and for the 
daily worship of the above mentioned god and also for 
the promotion of studies in the ubhaya Vedanta Philosophy, 
the King made a grant of the village Kambhampalle to 
Peda Krishnamacharlu, son of Gopaladikshita of 
BharadvajaSsagotra. Achyuta Raya is next stated to 
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have made a grant of some land to the Srirangapuram 
priest (Bhattar) Rangacharlu, together with a annual 
Seed a 20 varghas for distribution among 

300 people, forming the establishment (sibbandi) of 
Chinnamanayani at Kudirikantikota sthala, at the rate 
of one rika each, He is further said to have set up 
stones marked with the conch and discus indicating 

the boundaries of the land at the villages Kambhamalle 


and Srirangapura. 17 


9. An unfinished record from the Govindaraja 
Perumal temple at Chidambaram, South Arcot district, 
belonging to King Achyuta Raya, dated irregularly as 
Soka 1460, Vilambi, Panguni, 14th day, Monday, Paurnima-~ 
uttara-Phal guni, records the reconsecration of Govinda- 
rajasvamnin at Chitrakuta by Achyuta Raya. Another 
record from Nataraja temple, Chidambaram, belonging 
to King Achyuta Raya refers to the same event, The 
inscription dated Saka 1461 ,Vishu (wrong) Mithuna, 
sudi., 14, Sadhyayogs, Saturday, Anuradha, corresponding 
to May 31, 1539 A,D., records that King Achyuta Raya 
ordered that the image of Tillai-Govindaraja Perumal 
might be set up, according to the ritual of Vaikhanasasutra 


at Perumbarrappuliyur in Yaludalambattu-usavadi, a sub- 
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division of Vennaiyur-nadu in Rajadhiraja Valanadu 
and also granted 500 pon which was the income from 


4 villages for the upkeep of daily worship. 


10. The construction of the outer Mahadvara in 
the Kdlaramma temple ‘at Kolar is attributed to King 
Achyuta Raya, on the strength of his inscription 
found on the north wall of the north shrine in the 


temple.” 


11. A stone inscription from Agastyesvara temple 
at Seniir, Gudiyattam taluk, North Arcot district, dated 
sake 1461, Vitarin (1539 A.D.) records that King Achyuta 
Raya made a gift of two villages to the temples of 
miruvagattisuramdaiya, Nayinar and Pachchaivarna- 
Perumal at Senalir, for the purposes of repairs and 


worship. 


12, It is said that extensive improvements have 
been made to the DesSsvara temple at Mugur during the 


reign of Achyuta Raya;** and also to the Aprameya 
temple at Dodda Malur, ರ 


ನ 
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13. In 1534 A.D., Achyuta Raya appears to have 
ordered Avasarada Chandrasekharayya to build a temple, 
to the north of the god Hisiharer which he did in 
the name of his father-in-law, Avasarada Demarasayya 
and set up the god Denesvara, and made a grant to 
provide a chhatra for 60 Brahmanas and for the 
offerings to the god, as per the information derived 
from a pillar of the pial of the temle, from Harihar, 


Davangere taluk. *# 


Even officers of the state took great interest, 
in building temles, installing deities, establishing 
free feeding-houses for Brahmanas, digging tanks, 
constructing mgntapams, and carrying out other works 
of public utility, following scrupulously, the fine 
example set by King Achyuta Raya. 


14. In 1533 AD. was built a temple in Hesaraghatta 
alias the Sivasamdra agrahara, in the Kakolu-sthala 


in the Sivanasamdra-sime of the Elahanka nadu belonging 


to the Chelur-chavadi, by a person (name effaced in 
the inscription) belonging to the Bharadvaja gotra, 


t po 
Asvalayana sutra and Ruk-Sakha; who having brought 


kasilinga (or L1inga from Benares) set up the god 
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Chandrenaulisvara with Nendikesvara, and VighneSvara 
in the newly constructed temple, He also appears to 
have presented various specified offerings and land 
to the god ChendranauliSvara, at the auspicious time 
of consecration, on the bank of the tank formed in 
the Arkkavati river; when several learned Brahmanas 
of various gotras and sutras were also present, The 
donor constructed an enclosure for the temple, a 
house for the priest, laid out a street, and gave 


these to the Brahnsnas wlth the land adjoining it. 


The donor, whose name is effaced in the above 
inscription could be identified with Tallapakam 
Periya Tirumalayyangar, because, his family particulars 
are incidentally the very same, as found in one of his 


inscriptions from Tirupati. 


15, An epigraph from Gopalakrishnasvami temple at 
Madderi, Areikere taluk, Hassan district, deted Sakae, 
1461, on the 10th day of the light half of Chaitra in 
the year Vilambi (1538-39 A.D.) mentions the illustrious 
Achyuta Raya as ruling and records that 5 persons, viz, 
Malikaraja Tirumalarajayya, Ankappa Nayaka, son of Anka 


Nayakar of Maderi in Avani-nadu, and Tanna Nayaka, 
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Chikka Nayaka, and finally Timma Nayaka, unanimously 
set up god Gopalakrishnasvami at Maderi and made a 
gift of the village made for the worship and food 


offerings to the ೦&೩?" 


16. An officer of the State, viz.,, Penugonda 
Virupanna built a temple, dedicated to Siva at Lepakshi, 
which contains beautifully carved pillars and delicate 
seupltures.* He is also said to have constructed the 
Kalyan Venkatesvara temle at Narayanavanam, in the 
neighbourhood of Chandragiri in Saka 1463, Plave 
(1541-42 A.D.) for the merit of the Crown Prince 


Venkatadri.* 


Besides construction of temples, he 1s also 
reported to have made several grants of villages, lands, 
money and jewels to the gods at Kalahast1, Tirupati 
and Lepakshi. Also he built a mantapam on the Narasa-~ 
Nayakkar Vidhi at Tirmla 50 


ps An inscription from Vemalurpadu, Sattenapalle 
taluk, Guntur district, dated Sake 1452 Vikriti (1530 A.D.) 


records Salaka Peda Tirumaladeva Maharaju, having built 


a tank and planted a garden; gifted them away to the 


temple of Gopinatha at Velupalem, in Kondavidu. 51 


J00 


18, Another stone inscription from Ilamisvara 
temple, at the I1amasamudram village, belonging to 
the reign of Achyuta Raya, records that a native of 
ON ON Omalur taluk, Salem district, built a 
mathe at Chidambaram and granted the proceeds of 


certain taxes for the maintenance of the natha, 


19, Several mantapams came to be built during 
this period, To cite a few examples - Achyuta Raya set 
an example in this direction too by building a 16 pillarred 
mantapam in Sri Kalahastidvara temple at Kalahasti. 
Probably it signified the 16 great gifts of the éastras 
which is reported to have been performed during his 
reign. He is also attributed to have construoted the 
Timmapuram temple on the road from Chandragiri to 


Tirupati which is now a ruined temple near Thondavedu. 5 


20, ‘An epigraph from the Karaikandisvara temple 
at TYenmahadevamangalam, Polur taluk, records that in 
1534 A D., Vasavayya Nayaka, son of Adappam ISvara Nayaka 
built a Mahamandapa for the above mentioned temple. 5% 
A lithic record from Mailandahalli, Malur taluk, 
registers the construction of a mantapa by sonyappa, 


son of Bayirappa, during the reign of the illustrious 
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King Achyuta Raya, on the given date corresponding to 
November 7, 1538 A.D. 


21. A damaged and incomplete record from Sri 
Govindarajasvani temple at Tirupati, mentions Suva 
Govindaraja, son of Saluva Rachiraja of Kaundinya 

otra, Apastamba sutra and yajus Sakha and the record 


is dated Sake 1463, pertaining to’ November 5, 1541 AD. 


with the help of the other given details, It is stated 
that the donor Saluva Govindazaja, constructed a mantapam 
in Tirupati and made provision for certain offerings in 
this mantapam on the days of tai-amavasi, Swing-festival, 


Brahmotsavam, Nanmalvar's Adhyayanotsavam, Uriadi 


festival, Summer festival, etc., through the grant of 


a village «.. ಭಲಿ 


2ನ, Some other officers of Achyuta Raya, viz.,, 
Rayasam Ramachandra Dikshita and Dalavayi Krishnappa 
Nayaka built mantapams on the bank of Achyutaraya's 
tank at Mirupati. Scores of other meantapams were 
constructed in Tirupati and elsewhere in the Empire by 
Achyuta Raya's officers and there are several inscriptions 


5ti11 extant, bearing testimony to the same, 


02 


- / 
ತೆ An epigraph from Badami dated sgka 1455 


(1533-4 AD.) records that at the command of 
Chinnappanayaka, the general of King Achyuta Raya, 
the former's son Chikka Chinnappanayaka, repaired 

the fort of Bada¥i and the temple of the goddess Sri 
Banada Mahammayi and other shrines which were located 


in the same fort. 5ರ 


There are instances of grants of villages, 
taxes and lands made to meet the expenses of repairs 


in the temle, 


24, A stone inscription from Vaikunthavasa 
Perumal temple at Kiliyamur, ಕಿಸೀd ಪಡ 1454, Nandana, 
Kai 5 (1532 A.D.) belonging to Achyuta Raya registers 
a gift of land and of house-sites to certain Vaishnavas 
for conducting annual repairs to the temple of Virrirunda 


temple. 


25, Another inscription from miruvirattanesvara 
temple at Tiruvadi, Cuddalore taluk, South Arcot district, 
dated Saka 1455, Nandana, Avani 7 (1533 AD.) records 
that the King Achyuta Raya exempted the two villages 


of Tiruvamur and Ayippakkam (which were granted as 
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devadana to the temple by Ramabhattar) from payment 
(to the state) of taxes amounting to 175 panam and 
this amount was ordered to be utilised for worship 


and repairs in the temple.“ 


Secular Works: 


Achyuta Raya does not appear to have been 
greatly interested in putting up secular buildings as 
in puilding temples. However, the construction of the 
Rani Mahal or the Queen's Palace at Chandragiri is 
attributed to him, +1 Perhaps N, Venkata Ramanayya is 
at fault in stating that Achyuta Raya built no secular 


puilding. + 


But the officers and subjects of Achyuta Raya 
have carried out several works of public utility as 


shown in the following accounts of the inscriptions: 


1. An epigrapyh from the Lakshmidevi temle at 
Gorrepalli, Hindupur taluk, Anantapur district, dated 
Saka 1460, ViLambi, Chaitra, su. 5, Mangalavara, 
corresponding to Tuesday, March 5, 1538 AD. records 
that Virana Nayaka, brother of Penugonda Virupanna 


constructed a canal called Nutana Tungabhadra from a 


spring to the north of the village Modaya, surnamed 
Achyutarayapura, which had been granted by the King 
for the service of the gods Viresvara, PapavinaSadeva 
and RaghaveSvara and made a gift of the land under 
the new canal for the service of the goddess 


Mahalakshmidevi at Haruhe Lakkhanapura, #5 


ಠಿ A damaged inscription in front of the 
Annamalaisvami temple at Chittapattanamn, Tirukkoyilur 
¢ 
taluk, South Arcot district, dated saka 1456, Vijaya, 


[4 
Mina, su, 5,, Thursday, Mrigasirsha pertaining to 


04 


) 


Thursday, March 19, 1534 A D.,, of Achyuta Raya, mentions 


Siddhavattam in Vanagappadi-nadu and a gift of land for 


the maintenance of a building erected therein. * 


ತಿ, A stone inscription from Tali, Hosur taluk, 
Salem district, irregularly dated belonging to the 
reign of King Achyuta Raya, records the construction 
of the tank Honnambudhi by Honna Halagi-Setti, son of 
Honnasetti, of Nagamangala and the endowment of lands 


for its maintenance at Nallasamdra and of Settihalli 


irrigated by the tank as ggrahara to the gods, Brahmanas, 


Jamganas ad the leamed. #5 
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ಸಿ Another inscription from the same place as 
P< 
" the above, dated saka 1452 (1530 AD.) records the 


construction of a tank by sone merchants. # 


5 
5, An epieraph dated saka 1460 Nandana, belonging 
to the reign of Achyuta Raya, from Coimbatore mentions 
= 
Singana Udaiyar's grant to Avanasilingamn treasury of 


half a veli of land, and the digging of a tank called 
47 


Sellanga Samudram. 


6, In 1542 A.D., Achyuta Raya's commander of the 
gate, Vengala Raja, constructed the Kukkasamudra tank, 
in order that merit might accrue to his father Vitha - 


Raja at Chikka-Ballekere, Kadur taluk. ® 


0 A lithic record from Tammadahalli, Madakasira 
taluk, AMantapur district, dated Saka 1463, Plava, Kartika, 


ba. ನಿ, ಕೆಯಳನಗ, corresponding to Saturday, November 4, 

1541 AD; states that the tank of the village Tammadihalli, 
having breached -at 3 places, Chenna Ganda and Timma Gaunla 
repaired the breaches at their om cost and that they 

were granted Kattugodagi land for perpetual enjoyment 


by Tipparaja Maha-arasu, agent of Venkatadri Nayaka. *° 
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8. Remabhotlu, an officer under Achyuta Raya 
appears to have constructed a tank and named it after 
him Ramabhotlacheruvu in the village Kasaram, of the 


Kalimichchirmai. 50 


4 
9, An inscription from Kalahastisvara temple, 


Kalahasti, dated Saka 1453, Khara, Simha, si. dasani, 


Monday, Mula, pertaining to Monday, August 21, 1531 A.D. 
registers a gift of 1,020 panam for offerings to the god 
by a certain Hanumantayya, for the merit of his parents 

and that the temple authorities utilised this amount in 

improving the land and tank in the Devadana village 


Kannalz. 1 


10, Yet, another record from the same place, dated 
Saka 1454, Nandana, Mithuna, ba. ashtami, Tuesday, Revati, 
corresponding to Tuesday, June 25, 15352 A.D. registers a 
gift of 4,000 Danam by Ramabhattar Ayyan for offerings 
to the god, when the image halted in the mantapam built 
by him at Tondamenarrur during the MaSimakha festival, 
and the temple authorities used the money, for improving ಜನ್ನಿ 


the 1and and the tank in the Devadana village Tondamnanarrur. 


Thus, the building activity of Achyuta Raya was 
not confined only to his capital. He and his officers 


were responsible for the construction of many temples, 
other buildings and tanks spread all over the Empire, 
This only indicates the royal patronage extended even 
in the direction of art and architecture. Regarding 
art and architecture, Fergusson remarks that ‘the time 
of its greatest prosperity was between the accession 
of Krsnadeva, 1508, and the death of Acyutaraya, 154, 
and it is perhaps to their reigns that the finest 


monuments in the city should be ascribed "ರರ 
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CHAPTER VIII 


ACHYUTA RAYA'S PATRONAGE TO LITERATURE 


CHAPTER VIII 
ACHYUTA RAYA'S PATRONAGE 70 LITERATURE 


The efflorescence of literature truly 
characterised the sixteenth century in the history of 
Vijayanagara. It was indeed an explosion of great 
literary activity, when numerous scholars gave vent 
to their literary skill and style and produced works 
of eternal fame sd importance, not only in Sanskrit 
but in all the languages, that were prevalent in the 
extensive-Vijayanagara Empire, Under the royal patronage, 
these eminent scholars that flourished during this century 
received impetus to their original thinking and with 
their fertile imagination they came out with their 
novel literary works. The Vijayanagara rulers of the 
sixteenth century, were indeed responsible for such an 
outburst of literary activity that the imperial court 
, cane to be frequented by men of letters, from all over 
the Empire. Thus, the sixteenth century marks the dawm 
of a new ere, in the literary history of South India. 

Achyuta Raya inherited his predecessor's 
passion for literary works, and hence the literary 


activities continued uninterruptedly during his reign, 


dy 


and progressed rapidly under his royal patronage. 
Though, himself not a scholar, Achyuta Raya sti11 
ardently desired to gather around him, poets, 
philosophers, and religious teachers, in whose 

company he spent most of his time, listening to their 
leamed discourses and discussions. He appears to 

have taken them with him, even while he was on a 
military campaiqm. There is reference to such an 
action in Rajanatha's Achyutarayabhyudayam in Canto 
VI1, where it is stated that Emeror Achyuta Raya, 
stayed at Srirangamn, Spending all the time in the company 
of poets and scholars." Achyuta Raya honoured the learned 
scholars, with mmnificent gifts of land, houses, 
ornaments and money. Here, as in other things, the 
nobles and officers, who considered it highly desirable 
to follow the King's footsteps, imitated his example 

by extending their patronage to these literators that 
no scholar suffered any hardship for want of a patron. 
Inis had the desired effect upon the scholars and poets, 
as it reflected a tremendous fillip to the development 
of South Indian literature in general. 


Prominent among the court-poets of Achyuta 
Raya was Rajanatha Dindima, the author of Achyutaraya- 


bhyudayam and Bhagavata Champu. The former is a 
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remarkable historical Kavya, portraying the eaxly life, 
career and achievements of the Emperor Achyuta Raya. 
Almost a11 the historical details stand corroborated 

by either other literary works or by inscriptions of 

the same Emperor. So much so, the work is an impartial 
mccount of the Emperor Achyuta Raya in spite of the 
intimate connection of the poet with the Emperor and 

his family members. His remarkable powers of composition, 
memory for historical facts and transactions recorded in 
the donatory - charters of the period, the minute 
details concerning the events of the life of his patron, 
are all reflected in this work. It is quite likely 

that in the capacity of the poet-laureate of Achyuta 
Raya,’ he must have had personal access to the Emeror 
and the knowledge and testimony of Rajanatha may be 
regarded as the most valuable contemporary document of 
Achyuta Raya's reign; for, none else could have 
portrayed the life of Achyuta Raya with such accuracy 
other than the one who had a fuller knowledge of all the 
details of events, connected with the life of his patron, 
Further, it is said that the poets of the Dindima family 
had intimate ties with the reigning house of Vijayanagara; 
irrespective of the rise and fall of the dynasties, they 
came to be honoured and patronised throughout. Claiming 


descent from such a distinguished line of poets, covering 


೨15 


several generations and with the intimate connection 
’of the royal favour maintained unbroken throughout the 
ages, it is but natural that Rajanatha should have had 
the necessary equipment and qualifications for the task 
undertaken by him. The title Dindimekavisarvabhauma 
appears to have been held hereditarily by the scholarly 
members of the Dindima family. 


His other work Bhagavata Champu dedicated to 
his patron, also speaks of him as a Great King who made 
extensive conquests and gave away the 16 great gifts 
mentioned in the Hindu sacred books, He is supposedly 
to have composed this work, devoted to the story of 
Vishnu at the request of the Emperor who was an ardent 
Vaismavite., 


The other prominent writer of the period was 
Oduva Ti rumalamba the authoress of the Chamukavyae - 
Yaradambikaparinayam which describes the marriage of 
Achyuta Raya with the Salaka Princess, Varadambika. 
Her work is important for the historical details 
presented therein and she also appears to have been in 
close association with her patron. She also composed 


the Bhaktasanjivi which is identified with the 
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Bhaktisanjivini Purana and a Sanskrit verse in the 
inscription at the Vitthala temple at Hampi, 
commemorating the gifts of suvagmaneru, performed 

by Achyuta Raya in 1833 AD, and that of gngndanidhi 
gifts to the Brahmanas in 1539 AD, engraved at 
Srirangam and several other places, She rose from the 
rank of a court-poetese to that of one of Achyuta 
Raya's Chief Queens, in course of time, through the 
merit of her accomplished art in literary field, Thus, 
women seem to have occupied a prominent place in 
literary circles of the Vijayanagara times. Achyuta Raya, 
though not endowed with literary talents, certainly had 
a taste for literary accomplishments, that he found 
"nis rib’ in Oduva Tirumalamba, that she consequently 
came to be knowm as Rajamahishi Tirumalamma, 


Bayakara Ramappayya or Ramayamatya composed a 
treatise on music, know as Svarmnela Kalanidhi, where he 
describes himself as the daughter's son of Todaramalla 
Kallinatha, the commentator of Saramgadeva’s Sgngita 
Ratnakara and the protege of Mallikarjuna Praudhadeva 
Raya. An epigraph of 1539 AD, refers to Ramayamatya 


as a ‘Great orator.” 


J17 


Saluva Timma and his nephew Nadindla Gopa 
were famous not only for their administrative efficimocy 
and ski11 and martial valour, but also for their literary 
talents, While Saluva Timma commented on Agastya's 
Bala-Bharata, his nephew commented on the Sanskrit 
allegorical drama, the Prabodha Candrodaya.5 Saluva 
Timma is believed to have lived 1111 1536-37 AD. and 
faithfully served the third Tuluva ruler, Achyuta Raya. * 


A certain Kuppadhvari has been described in a 
copper-plate, dated November 6, 1535 AD,, as a great 


poet and a scholar in grammar and Winimsa,? 


Religious literature also came to be developed 
during this period. Vyasatirtha, the most prolific 
writer on religious and theological expositions 
flourished in Achyuta Raya's reim as well. Vyasatirtha 
was the head of the Madhva Sect and the founder of the 
Vyasaraya Matha, which was established in one of the 
suburbs of the Vijayanagara city. He was not only a 
religious preceptor, but also a literary scholar and 
wrote works on Logic and Dvaita Philosophy, such as 
Tarkatandava, N ayanrita, Sudha, Mandaramanjari and 
Madhavatatparyachandrika and commented on several 
Upanishads, such as the Chhandogyopanishad, Zaittiriyopa- 
nishad amd Mandikyopanishad.® According to an inscription 


J18 
dated July 18, 1532 AD, Vyasatirtha installed the 
image of Yoga-Varada-Narasimha, in the courtyard of 


the Vitthala Temple at the Capital Tijayanagara. 


One of the epigraphs belonging to Achyuta Raya's 
reign, refers to a tax-free village which was granted to 


Chaitanya” - amother religious teacher, 


Another inscription from Kanchipuram, dated 
February 9, 1532 AD, makes mention of poet Srinivasa 
Yajvan and his four literary compositions in Sanskrit, 
vi, Sivabhaktivilasa, Charanadistava, Bhogavali and 


Namavali.? 


In Vijayanagara history, the sixteenth century 
has been rightly regarded as the Augustan Age of the 
Telugu Literature. Under the royal patronage of the 
times, was produced the best gems of the Telugu 
literature, which to this day command respect ad 
afford delight to the Andhras. This literature grew 
both in volume and variety during this period, 


Most prominent in this category is 
Parakabrahmarajiyam, composed by Radhamadhava Kavi, 


dedicated to Nanja Timmarasu, one of? the subordinates 
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of Achyuta Raya. It is said that one day, Nanja 
Timmarasu, having attended the court of Achyuta Raya, 
held a durbar at his residence, attended by all his 
relations, learned scholars, poets, etc. when he told 
Radhamadhava Kavi that "his master Achyutadeva Raya 

was accustomed to offer every year to god Venkatesvara, 
a handful of flowers with a beautiful Kavya Prabandha 
and was acquiring merit and glory thereby", By the 
Raya’ s command he requested Radhamadhava Kavi to compose 
a religious poetical work and dedicate it to his favourite 
deity, Sri Rama, so that prosperity and the four kinds 
of purusarthas might accrue to him as well as his 


imperial master. 10 


Radhamadhava Kavi composed another work, entitled 
Visnumayavilasa, consisting of "a series of stories which 
extol the maya or illusion created by Visnu to ensnare 


creatures in the interminable net of sansara. "L 


Zallapaan Peda-Tirumalacharya was the author 
of Nitisisapadya Satara, which speaks of the social 
conditions of the period and also gives an account of 
the daily routine of Emperor Achyuta Raya. His son 
Tiruvengalanatha, composed Astamahisikalyanam during 
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this period, and he is also said to have written 


Daramayogivilasa, which describes the lives of the 


Awirs or the Vaishnava saints in dvipada metre, 


Kannada literature also made some significant 
progress during this period, Chatu Vitthalanatha 
translated into Kannada Bhagavatepuranan and appears 
to have flourished during the reigns of Krishnadeva 
Raya and Achyuta Raya. He also wrote in greater 


detail, some of the portions of the Mahabharata, which 


had been abridged by Kumara Vyasa - the Pauloma and 


AStika Parvas. Apart from Vaishnavas, Virasaiva and 
14 


Jaina poets were patronised by Achyuta Raya. 


The Vaishnava Kannada writers composed 
devotional songs, communicating the tenets of Vaishnavisn, 
which became popular among the common people, The most 
prominent among them was Purandaradasa, a contemporary 
of Achyuta Raya, whose songs were characterised by 
great fervour and sincerity of feeling; and teach 


vairagya and devotion to the cult of Vishnu. 


Abhinava Vadi Vidyananda was also a contemporary 


‘Of Achyuta Raya, a native of Gersoppa, and wrote a treatise 


gl 


on poetics, called Kavyasara, which has references to 
earlier literary extracts, that are otherwise extinct 


now. } 


» 


pa 


Lingamantri, who wrote a lexicon called 
Kabbigara-Kaivpidi about 1530 AD. was a court-poet of 
Rayanaraja of Nuggihalli, a subordinate of Achyuta Raya. 
The poem, Virabhadravijaya composed by Virabhadraraja 
was written in the same period. Emme Basava was yet 
another prolific writer, who was know from his works 
and also for his close association with Salaka Chinna 
Tirumala-deva, a brother-in-law of Achyuta Raya. The 
composition of a Kalajnine is attributed to Emme Basava, 
which affords useful information to the historian!” 

The offices of the composer of the royal-grants 
and their engraver appear to have gone by heredity in the 
Vijayanagara Court. Sabhapati was the composer of the 
Imperial grants and Virana was the engraver, during 


Achyuta Raya's time, 


Thus, the period 1529-1542 A.D. was certainly one 
of incessant literary activity. The King spared no pains, 


to honour the eminent scholars of his court, The following 


accounts of a couple of records bear testimony to the 
fabulous gifts of Achyuta Raya and his subordinate 


chief, made to such outstanding poets, 


A sop piate grant of Achyuta Raya, Said in 
the plates to have been issued in the presence of god 
Vitthaleévara on the banks of Tungabhadra in the Saka 
year 1457, on Saturday, the 12th bright half of Kartika, 
Manmatha year, corresponding to November 6, 1535 A.D, 
records the grant of a village Hiriyamarali to a certain 
Kuppadhvari in recognition of his literary talents and 
some vrittis (a grant of revenue to a Brahmana) to other 
Brahmanas. Kuppadhvari is described in the copper-plate, 
as a great poet and a scholar in grammar and Mimamsa. 
Hiriyamarali is said to have been re-named as 


Achyutendrapura and was situated in Kurvanka-nadu of 


Srirangapattana-gime, which was in Tandanadu-sthala of 
Hoyisanadese. Hiriyamarali along with other villages 
mentioned in the record, Mathakeri, Virasettihalli, 
Haruvahalli, etc. can be identified with the villages 
of the same name in Pandavapura taluk (formerly 


Srirangapattana taluk) Mandya distrot.! 


A lithic record from Ekanrenatha temple at 


4 pos po 
Kanchipuram, dated saka 1453 (1akshmibhagye), khara, 
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Kumbha, 5u.3, Friday, Revati, corresponding to February 
9, 1532 A.D, is important from the point of view of 
literary history as it throws light on the authorship 
and date of four literary compositions in Sanskrit. 

The record introduces king Achyuta Raya and describes 
his greatness at length; followed by the King's 
onde LSS: Salaka Tirumala, who installed 
Bhogaraja, son of Timmaraja, as governor at Kanchi, 

Then the record proceeds to narrate an important event 
that took place during the governorship of Bhogaraja 

at Kanchi, It is said that he summoned an assembly of 
learned Sea MaheSvaras and temple officials 
before the god Ekamresvara along with two other persons, 
one deseribed.as Ramachandra’ s brother and the other 

as Narayana. On this occasion, the assembly listened 
to four literary works in Sanskrit composed by Srinivasa- 
Yajvan, Viz,, Sivabhartivilisa depicting the life of the 
68 saivite Narayanmars; the Charanadistava (another 
devotional poem) and two others which are referred to 
as Bhogaval1 and Namavali. The poet is described as 
the son of Sitarama of the Bharadvaja gotra and as a 
resident of Cheyarur, He is also stated to have been 
well-versed in the Samaveda and to have performed the 
vajaveya sacrifice, acquiring thereby, the singular 


privilege of carrying the white umbrella. In appreciation 
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of the compositions mentioned above, the assembly is 

said to have made presents of ornaments and clothes 

to the poet and to have also arranged for the poet's 
permanent residence at Kanchi, by purchasing a house 

for him, The house’ stood on a site 40' wide in the 
northern part of the eastern row of houses in 
Nallakampa-Vithi to the south of the Outer pyrakara 

of the Etamranatha temple. The poet also received 

a Sivenns of rice daily and five bharas of grains and 

5 panas per month, to be enjoyed hereditarily. It was 
ibthse enjoined upon the members of the assembly to see 
that this gift continued uninterruptedly. Sivabhaktivilasa 
is identified with the Tamil poetical work, entitled 
Periyapuranam, also knowm as Tiruttondarouranam composed 
by Sekkilar in the first half of the 12th century. 
Charanadistava called PadadikeSastava in the Tanil 

portion of the inscription is the same as Ekanrenathasthava. 


- 1 
The other two compositions were also on Franresa™” 


Thus the munificence of the gifts made to the 
poets in the above mentioned records, is sufficient 
indication of the patronage, that men of letters enjoyed 
during Achyuta Raya's reign. These significant 
contributions during his reign constitute a magnificent 


monument to his glory. 
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ACHYUTA RAYA'S PERSONALITY 
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Achyuta Raya's life being so eventful and the 
magnitude of his achievements so impressive he stands a 
favourable comparison with the other illustrious rulers 
of the Vijayanagara history. This stature was certainly 
the result of his strenuous efforts and exemplary courage 
manifested in the most trying circumstances. A remarkable 
aspect of this hard-eamed stature jis his ‘invincibility 
which should chiefly be attributed to his extraordinary 
courage and uncommon military strategy. He knew no 
defeat wherever he led his armies personally, which he 
did in most campaigns. He proved himself to be as great 
a warrior as a shrewd administrator and equally a pious 
patron of the Hindu cause and the other cultural aspects 
of the glorious Empire, which resulted in the cultural 


efflorescence during his reign. 


The endearment of his subjects to Achyuta Raya 
is seen chiefly in the numerous records, which contain 
grants of villages, lands and money for charitable 
purp 0ses, together with the sienificant phrase ‘for the 
merit of the King," which were issued throughout his 
reign period 1529-42 A.D. It may not be unreasonable 
to surmise that the people identified the prosperity of 
the country with the personal well-being of the King, 
which led them more often to pray for the merit of the 
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King, his family, his officers, who were held in high 
esteem by them, for the success of arms and for & 


secure Empire to Achyuta Raya. 


Perhaps the worst characterisation that Achyuta 
Raya ever got, was from Nuniz, the Portuguese horse-~ 
dealer, who has condemned him vigorously by saying that 
Achyuta Raya "alienated his best friends by his violent 
despotism, and at the same time proved to the whole 
empire that he was a coward, His conduct and mode of 
government ruined the Hindu cause in Southern India and 
opened the whole country to the invader, though he himself 
414 not live to see the end." 


As per Nuniz's statement, Achyuta Raya was both 
a despot amd a coward, Itisa matter of common sense 
that a despot cannot afford to be a coward and a coward 
can never be a despot. Further, there is absolutely no 
evidence to bear testimony to his harsh remarks on 
Achyuta Raya's conduct or how he ruined the Hindu cause. 
Whatever evidence that is available proves and speaks 
highly of Achyuta Raya's devotion to the Hindu religion, 
irrespective of its various sects. The King does not 
appear to have been either a despot or a coward at any 


stage of his reien. He manifested his benevolence all 
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round and his benevolent rule can be understood from the 
following Kaifiyat of Ghandikota, which says that Achyuta 
Raya paid compensation in land toa certain Venkatayya; 
who lost his father Appala Reddy in connection with a 
cattle-raid., 
4 ಜೆಜೆ ಸಂಗ ತಾಕ್ರಿಕ ಗಿಂ ಹವ ಭಿ 
MS ೫ ಂಬಲ ನಸು ಹಿತ್ಲಿಡಲ್‌ "ಜೆ ನ 
ರಾರ EN ಚಂಕಓಂ್‌ಳ 


ವ g 
ಲಿ ಷೌ ವೌರೆವೆಮೊೆ: ನಂಡಿ ಓವಿ ೪ ಠೆ ಣು p 
ಹಿಸೆಖ್ಟಿಲ ಸಿ2೨ ಪ್ರೆಂ ಮ ಸ್ಚುಸಂಗ್ಸುನ ಈ೪ 
೧.೨೨ ಮೊಂದಔೆಬ ಮು ಊರಗ ಸಿಸಿ.” 


This incident reveals that Achyuta Raya was 
always quick in granting relief to his subjects, when 
approached in need. He considered his subjects in the 
traditional manner, as his children and in a father-like 
attitude, dealt with them Kindly. Achyuta Raya was as 
great in his victorious military campaigns as he was in 
his munificent gifts to temples, Brahmamnas or private 
citizens. However, his greatness chiefly rests on the 
fact that he strove hard to keep the vast Empire together 
as one unit in the face of external aggressions and internal 
revolts and succeeded in maintaining the splendour of the 
Vijayanagara Empire, in all its aspects. 
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Further, Achyuta Raya eradicated the taxes on 
marriage and on marriage-pandals which gave the much 
desired relief to the people at large. Often the 
remission of taxes was also made in favour of the weaker 
sections of the society like the artisans for instance. 
The reign of Achyuta Raya indeed witnessed the liberality 
of the Central and Provincial Governments in the form of 
remission of taxes on marriages and marrjage pandals 
for all castes as the following epigraph from Holalkere 
taluk testifies. Dated in 1534 A.D., it states that by 
the order of Emperor Achyuta Raya, all the subjects, 
Settis, and Gಯdಿas (place not mentioned) remitted for all 
castes the tax on marriages and narriage-pandals.? Similar 
orders were issued in other parts of the Empire certainly 
ame to the initiative of the Emperor Achyuta Raya himself 
and his benevolence, embracing all classes of people. * 
There seems to have been great rejoicing at the royal 
proclamation of King Achyuta Raya regarding the abolition 
of this tax, judging from the way an epigraph under study 
ends. I¢ records that even the family of Naganachari of 
Vijayanagara, the engraver of this Szsana (record) "will 


certainly be undying." 


Among the weaker communities, which received 


particular recomition of royal munificence and other 
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public-bodies was the artisan class. An epieraph from 
Kanaganipalle, Dharmavaram taluk, Anmtapur district, 
dated Saxe 145ರ, Vi jaya, Vaisakha, Su. 13, corresponding 
to May 6, 1533 A.D. Tuesday, records an order of Isvarayya, 
the agent of Vakiti Timmappa Nayaka, exemptineg the artisan 
caste (panchalamviru) from payment of all the taxes in 

the 232 villages as of 01d in order to rehabilitate them 

in their former places from where they had migrated to 
Kundripi - sima and pakela-sima. ® This inscription reveals 
that there was considerable divergence in taxation from 
province to province and the migration of the affected 
community to nearby places. But, taxes were revised to 
encourage the rehabilitation in the former villages by 

the State. Thus, the State either remitted the taxes 

or revised them, in order to encourage the rehabilitation, 
as of 014d in the former villages by the affected communities, 


from where they had migrated to other places. 


Further , Achyuta Raya appears to have relaxed 
the stringent regulations, when he was confronted with 
the problem of the ryots migrating from province to 
province because of their inability to pay the heavy taxes 
imposed upon them by the Government, An inscription from 
the Anjaneya temple at Kavutalam, Adoni taluk, dated Sake 
1454, NandangPhalguna, be. 7 L sdhavara)7 corresponding 


ತೆತ2 


to Monday March 17, 1533 A.D. records the migration of 
the people of the Kavutala-sima to Masaveya-sime to 
escape from the tyranny of the palace-officials and their 
return at the invitation of the Mahamandalesvara 
Salakayyadeva Chika Tirumalaraja, to Kavtala on promise 
of relief. The terms of the order, granting relief are 
set forth in detail.” 


Tnis is an apt illustration of the prompt action 
taken by the Emperor Achyuta Raya, when instances of 
heavy=taxation and injustice caused by the Government 
Officials were brought to the notice of the Emperor. 
Achyuta Raya apparently despatched his powerful minister 
and brother-in-law, Salaka Chinna Tirumaladeva, to 
personally investigate the matter and to redress the 
peoples’ grievances - who accordingly visited Kavutalam 
in 15233 A.D., enquired into their grievances, pacified 
the people and induced them to re-occupy the Kavutala 
district, by offering them relief and favourable terms 
of cultivation and occupation, Obviously, in order to 
restore the prosperity of the district and to replenish 
the State Treasury, the Government was prompted to take 


necessary steps to encourage rehabilitation, 


ತತ 


Nuniz has associated Achyuta Raya with oppressive 
means of raising revenue stating that he exacted payments 
from his captains and people so ruthlessly that within 
six months he was able to recover the huge indemnity which 


he had paid to the Bijapur Sultan.® 


As the supposed invasion of the Bijapur Sultan 
on the City of Vijayanagara has been ruled out, in the 
earlier Chapter V Sectim 1 of this Thesis, benece the 
payment of indemnity by Achyuta Raya is totally out of 
question, Further, the Emperor Achyuta Raya does not 
appear to have been ‘ruthless’ in exacting payments, 
considering the munificent gifts he made to temples, 
priests, officers and private individuals. In spite of 
the costly wars that his predecessor as well as himself 
had launched, Achyuta Raya’'s ultimate objective was only 
to see to the welfare of his citizens and never to harass 
them. But whenever, instances of heavy taxation were 
brought to his notice (which was common even in the earlier 
reigm, as per the insoriptions)” he promptly took action 
to set matters right by either remitting taxes or 
revising them. However, the most striking point, worthy 
of note here is that Achyuta Raya, in his most benevolent 
attitude, allowed the people, the right of direct appeal 


to the Government in times of strain and stress. 
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Achyuta Raya's popularity amongst the people was 
undoubted as examined in Chapter VII Section 1, of this 
Thesis. However, when some of the Revenue Officials, to 
whom the occasional heavy-taxation should be attributed, 
were soon brought to discipline by the Central Government, 
which promptly redressed the peoples’ grievances. However, 
most of the officials appear to have been humane and 
benevolent, upon the go0d example set by the Emperor 


himself. 


In another comtext Nuniz portrays Achyuta Raya 
in the darkest colours possible, and states that "King 
Chetarao, after he ascended the throne, gave himself 
over to vice and tyranny. Heis amanof very little 
honesty , and on account of this the people and the 
captains are much discontented with his evil life and 
inclinations; for he has never done anything except those 
things that are desired by his two brothers-in-law, who 


are men very evilly disposed and great Jews. "10 


Nuniz, once again camot be trusted at all, 
for a monarch who gave himself to vice and tyramy, 
would never have been able to conduct successful campaigns 
against powerful enemies or administer the country as 


smoothly as it had been in the previous reign. Ana if 
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he were really to have been influenced by his two 
brother s-in-law, Salakam Peda and Chinna Tirumaladeva, 
it would not have been a ‘bad influence’, for, these two 
brothers proved their mettle in many a battle and being 
closely associated with the royal family, strove hard 
for the welfare of the country and took a keen interest 
not only in military affairs and administration of the 
Empire but even in religious matters. There are several 
inscriptions lending support to this view. And Nuniz 
certainly was at a loss to discern the good from the bad, 
which makes him a mere horse-dealer; and discriminates 


him from an intelligent historian. 


Further, his remark that the people were greatly 
discontented and held the opinion that if ever the 
kingdom were to come to an end, it would take place in 


the lifetime of King Achyuta Raya, 


is not based upon 
facts at all, There isnot a single reference either 

in other reliable literary works or inecriptions indicating 
the discontentmemt among the subjects and their supposed 
anticipation of the down-fall of the extensive Empire. 
Achyuta Raya till his death in 1542 A.D. upheld the 
magnificence of the Empire, and the ideals for which it 


stood. He not only gave peace, prosperity and cultural 


supremacy to his people, but also stood as a bulwark 
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against the Muslim invasions, thus guarding the priceless 
heritage of “he noble ideals of the Founders of the 
Empire. Hence, it is totally wrong to imply that the 
people were living in discontent during Achyuta Raya's 
reign, anticipating the country's destruction in this 

’ period. For, the country; well-stood the ravages of 

time and tide for another 23 years after Achyuta Raya's 
death. I¢ isnot proper here to tackle the causes leading 
to Vijayanagara's downfall; but it is sufficient to lay 
emphasis upon the inaccuracy of Nuniz's hotchpotch 


statements, 


Finally Nuniz says that, "of this King there 
is nothing more 80 far to recount, save that he is a 
man that they hold to be of little force of character, 
and very negligent of the things which most concern the 


welfare of his kingdom and state. "12 


Nuniz pictures Achyuta Raya here as a pervert 
amd a profligate person, which is totally inconsistent 
with the actual life he led, as Imown from inscriptions 
and other reliable sources. Achyuta Raya manifested his 
genuine camcern for the welfare of his subjects and took 
immediate steps to set the matters richt, whether it was 


a case of disobedience on the part of an officer or a 
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feudatory chief or offering imperial help to those 


rulers in need. 


As noticed earlier an inscription from Kanchi 
records the interesting fact that Achyuta Raya having been 
appraised of the unequal distribution of the royal 
endowments made on the occasion of his coronation to 
the temples of Varadaraja and Ekambaranatha by his envoy 
5ಪುಟಳa Kris hnappa Nayaka, took immediate steps to re- 
distribute the gift-villages equally between the two 


temples. 


A careful observation of this instance reveals 
“that Achyuta Raya personally investigated the above-case 
of injustice dome on the part of the envoy, and accorded 
justice impartially. But Nuniz waxes eloquently in his 
chronicle, about Achyuta Raya’'s alleged injustice. Iles it 


not far from truth? 


Further , as noticed earlier the instances of a 
rebel-=chief who was brought to subjection and discipline 
by the Emperor and the aid and protection that Achyuta 
Raya gave to a feydatory chief who sought the 58am 


make it unreasonable to call such an Emperor, as negligent 


of the things concerning the state and the welfare of his 
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subjects. Achyuta Raya does not merit, at any cost, the 
harsh judgement passed on him by;Nuniz and those scholars 
who have accepted a low estimate of his character on the 
strength of Nuniz's chronicle. Achyuta Raya secured 
several praiseworthy statements from his subjects, who 
were fully convinced of his goodness, humane-nature and 
liberality. An extract from Kavicharite states that in 
1538 A.D, an engraver is said to have remarked about 
Achyuta Raya in the following words: "Who else is there 
like the King Achyuta in quickly granting relief, for 

by nature he gives mukti to those who are not his friends 
(that is, he slays his enemies) whereas Hgri who is also 


Achyuta gives mukti even to Vyasa and others his friends 
14 
wu 


only after service and desire for a long time, 


Achyuta Raya consciously lived up to the traditiom 
of Hindu Kingship. It isa heartening phenomenon to note 
“that he administered the Empire directly, commanded the 
troops personally, toured incessantly all over his extensive 
territories, built and endowed magnificent temples and gave 
charities liberally. He distinctly enjoyed a prestigious 
position as revealed by the various birudas couched in 
several inscriptions issued during his period. Some such 


Birudas were as follows: 
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pi Sriman Maharajadhiraja Rajaparamesvara Sri 
Virapratapa Achyutaraya Maharayalu, 


2. Tiruvadirajya saptangaharana 

ತಿ. Pandyasthapanacharya 

ಟಿ Pamdyarajya Paripalana 

fo Yavenarajya sthapanacharya 

6, Maharajadhiraja Raja Paramesvara Kathari Salva 
Virapratapa Achyuta Raya 

7, Mururayaracganda 

8. Ashtadipgrayamanobhayankara 

9. Bhasadappuvarayaraganda 

10. Purvapaschima samudradhisa 

11. Karnatarajyalakshmimanohara 


12. Vijayanagarasimhasanadhisvara Achyutadeva 
Maharaya ete. 


Pre-eminent as a warrior, Achyuta Raya was 
equally great as a statesman, an administrator, and a 
patron of arts. He was in no way less famous for his 
religious zeal and catholicity. He respected all sects 
of the Hindu religion, though his personal leafnings were 
in favour of Vaisnavism. His love for literature, for 
religion and his solicitude for the welfare of his 
sub jects and above all, the fabulous wealth that he 


conferred as endowments on temples and Brahmanas, mark 
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him out indeed as one of the greatest of the Vijayanagara 
monarchs. 

Ip many respects he was am unique personality, 
possessing uncommon and praiseworthy characteristics. 
So far, his personality was not viewed dispassionately 
as he hitherto suffered disregard and disrespect from 
scholars, who were not particularly interested in knowing 
whether he was a man of that sort or not. However, it 
may be now established that Achyuta Raya stands” comparison 
with other illustrious rulers of Vijayanagara, being an 
exemplary sovereign with noble ideals of Kincship and 
whose chief concern was the safety and security of the 
vast Empire, and the welfare of his subjects and who 


persistently strove hard to promote them. 


The last date for his reien is provided by a 
couple of inscriptions from Fai North Kanara district. 
The ಕ ಈ of the date are Saka 1465, Subhakrit, Kartika 
ba Sic, Su 15, Monday which regularly correspond to Momday, 


October 25, 1542 A.D. 


It is quite possible that the memorable epoch 
of his reim of 13 years must have come to an end, with 


the passing away of Achyuta Raya, after this date given 
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in the inscription, His reign certainly constitutes 

a bright chapter in the history of Vijayanagara. Emperor 
Achyuta Raya remains in the hearts of the posterity, as 

a monaroh endowed with many virtues and admirable 
qualities that largely contributed to his marvellous 


success and outstanding achievements in various field8d. 
Achyuta Raya emerges as a spectacular 
personality and ranks high as one among the great 


monarchs of the glorious Vijayanagara Empire. 


CONCLUSIONS 


This study on Achyuta Raya has led to the 
following chief conclusions. They also indicate the 
departure from the earlier views held by various 


scholars in the field, 


1, Achyuta Raya administered the Vijayamagara 
Empire as a co-regent of his elder half- 
brother Krishnadeva Raya since 1526 A.D, 


?ಿ, He was not confined to a prison in the 


Chendragiri fortress by Krishnadeva Raya. 


4ಿ 


ರಿ 


8. 


His accession to the diamond throne of 


Vijayanagara was not disputed, 


He celebrated his coronation at three 
places, viz,, Tirupati, Kalahasti and 
Vijyanagara in succession -- October- 


November 1529 A.D, 


Varadambika and Prince Venkatadri were 
anointed as Queen - Regnant and Crowm- 
Prince respectively at the final 


coronation held at Vijayanagara,. 


The identity of the three Chief Queens 


of Achyuta Raya has been clearly 1aid dow. 


Achyuta Raya has been established as a 
capable military leader on the battle- 


field, His successful military campaians 


testify to that effect, 


He shrewdly carried on the diplomatic 


relations with the Portuguese and Aliya 


Rama Raya without any hitch. 
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10. 


11. 


12, 


18 
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# 


At no time did Rama Raya hold Achyuta 
Raya in custody. 


The traditional foe of the Vijayanagara 
Empire, viz., the Bijapur Sultan did not 
venture an attack on the city of 

Vi jayanagara, during the reign of 
Achyuta Raya. 


Achyuta Raya anointed Viswanatha Nayaka, 
as the ruler of the Pandya Kingdom with 
Madura as its capital and he was required 
to recognise the suzerainty of the 
Vijayenagara Emperor. Viswanatha Nayaka's 
Investiture Ceremony took place at 


Vijayanagara in 1535 AD, 


The relationship of Sevvappa Nayaka of 
Tanjore and his wife Murtimambal, with 
regard to Achyuta Raya has been correctly 
established, 


The rebel Chief Sellappar alias Vira 
Narasingaraya Nayaka Saluva Dannayakar 
was different from the envoy Saluva 


Krishnappa Nayaka. 


14, 


15, 


16, 


Achyuta Raya was kmown for his religious 
catholicity and zeal. He was an ardent 
patron of arts and men of letters, The 
almost fabulous wealth that he conferred 
as endowments on temples and the Brahmanas 
mark him out indeed as one of the most 


generous Emperors of Vijayanagara 


His solicitude for the welfare of his 
subjects formed the underlying polioy of 
his Kingship. He was always quick in 
granting relief and ever sensitive to 
others’ needs, He was popularly kmown 
for his accordance of impartial justice 
ad redressing the grievances of the 


people if any, 


Achyuta Raya ruled ti11 his death in 
1542 A.D., leaving his Son, the Crown- 
Prince Venkatadri, in the charge of his 
brother-in-law, Chinna Salaka Tirumala 


Deva. 
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APPENDIT 3 


CHRONOLOGY OF THE MAIN EVENTS OF ACEYUTA RAYA'S 
REIGN 1529-1542 A.D. PROPOSED. 


1529 
Thursday, October 21 


Saturday, November 20 


1530 


1531-32 


Achyuta Raya's 
Co-Regency with Krishnadeva Raya. 


First Coronation at Tirupati 
Second Coronation at Kalahasti. 


Third Coronation at Vijayanagara. 


Consecration of Varadanbika as 
Queen - Regnant and son Venkatadri 
as Crown=Prince., 


Encounter with the combined forces 
of the Gajapati king and Golkonda 
Sultan - Achyuta Raya's successful 
defence against their attack, 


The Tripartite Muslim attack on 
Vijayanagara frontier. Loss of 
Raichur and Mudgal to the Bijapur 
Sultan. | 


Achyuta Raya's Victorious Southern 
Campaign. 


Marriage with the Pandyan Princess. 


1534-35 


1535 


1539 


Tuesday, August 26 


1542 
November 
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Invasion of the Bijapur Territory 

by Achyuta Raya. Spectacular 

Victory ೬ over Sultan Mallu Ad11 Shah - 
Sultan sues for peace and the 
conclusion of a Peace-treaty. 


Rebel Chief of Gutti subjugated. 


The Investiture Ceremony of 
Viswanatha Nayaka as the Pandyan 
ruler, subject to the suzerainty 
of the Vijayanagara rulers, 
celebrated at the Capital 
Vijayanagara. 


Conquest of Ceylon - Achyuta Raya 
receives tribute from Ceylon. 


Performance of Anandanidhi. 


Death of Achyuta Raya. 


1 


8, 
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